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“Danger, Will Robinson, Danger!” was never actually said by the Robot in the TV series Lost in Space, but that is essentially what Jesus is saying to the chief priests and the Pharisees.  Be aware of your own complacency and smugness with regard, especially, with faith and salvation.  How often do we hear Jesus bringing the chief priests, Pharisees, and others in power to task about their behavior?  This month’s Gospel lessons are full of a few things: The Kingdom of God is like…; the plotting of those in power to find a way to put Jesus to death; and the foreshadowing his own identity and death.  This week it is a vineyard owner who leases it to tenants (all people) but when it comes time for them to give the owner (God) his share, they beat and kill his messengers (the prophets).  Finally, he sends His Son (Jesus) and He was beaten and killed.  Jesus has the listeners fill in the ending – what will happen when the owner returns.  This question and answer when reflected upon should be a caution to all of us.  Just as the powerful could not depend on the fact they were Jewish nor that they were in power as a guarantee that they would enter the Kingdom, we being Christians do not get an automatic “fastpass”.  God gave us gifts that we are to use to build His Kingdom – what are we doing with them?  How confident are you about your place in the Kingdom?  And the next question, why?  If Jesus told this same story today, how would he address you?


Jesus continues warning the chief priests, Pharisees, and elders the second Sunday of October.  This time it’s the story of a King who was inviting people to his son’s wedding feast.  No one who was invited could come.  So, he sent servants out to get everyone they could find to come.  Even though it was a sudden invitation, the expectation was that everyone who came would be dressed appropriately.  The invitation to the Kingdom of God and the Heavenly Banquet is given to all; but that invitation should not be taken lightly – there are standards that need to be fulfilled.  Yes, redemption was freely given by Jesus on the cross.  Yes, you cannot do anything to earn redemption.  BUT we are called to act from that faith – for a faith without deeds is dead (James 2:26); and like Paul tells the people of Philippi, continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose (Phil. 2:12-13).  How are you answering the call of Jesus to the banquet?

“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's.” (Matt. 22:21) It seems that Jesus got out of another quagmire!  A quick bit of history to put this in context.  The Herodians supported the Roman ruler Herod Antipas over Israel and therefore would support the taxes imposed on them.  The Pharisees did not support Roman rule and apposed their taxes.  The Zealots opposed Roman rule to the point of insurrection and would have refused to pay the taxes.  If Jesus said pay the taxes, then he would be a Roman sympathizer.  If he said don’t pay, then he would be a subversive.  By answering this way, he made no commitment.  Rather, he put in perspective the relative importance of country and God.  God is the most important.  Country has value but is never more important than God.  We have responsibilities to follow the laws of the land or, if they are unjust, to work to change them.  We have a responsibility to cast informed votes in elections; to serve on a jury; to pay legal taxes; to, if necessary, defend the country in just war.  These are the responsibilities of citizenship and Jesus does not negate them.  Rather, he commits himself to the side of God.  Our faith and God’s law should inform our decisions on how we go about living our responsibilities of citizenship.  And, yes, there will be arguments, disagreements, and differences of opinion because each of us responds from our own faith journey; what we understand as our call.  What needs to be remembered: that other person is a person; is a child of God; and should be treated with respect.  Remember, God first – does He want you to say that?  Does He want you to use that language?  Does He want you to do that action?

This week we have The Great Commandment: “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matt. 22:37-39).  It is a continuation of the people in charge trying to trick Jesus into saying something they can charge him with.  Yet again, it did not work.  This commandment is the cornerstone of Jesus’s life.  He loves the Father with his whole being.  This love is the source and summit of his life.  But he is not selfish with that relationship.  It’s not just him and the Father.  That love is then shared through his actions, his compassion, forgiveness, mercy, and truth in relationship with others.  Many of us are good with that vertical love.  Me and God, we’re good.  We’re tight.  It’s when we come to that horizontal love of others that maybe, we’re not so good.  ANYTIME we qualify another person by externals we are not fulfilling the second part of the law.  When we make excuses: why we can exclude, treat as a lesser person, dehumanize, derogate, insult, or treat differently another person we are not fulfilling the second part of the law.  Please, look at your own life and weed out those moments and actions.  If we all could fulfill The Great Commandment, God’s Kingdom would truly be here.

The last Sunday of October is Reformation Sunday.  The Gospel lesson is always John 8:31-36.  In this Gospel lesson Jesus has already dealt with the powers that are trying to get him to say something either against the Romans or blasphemous, but they are failing.  At this point he turns to his followers and challenges them to look at how they are living their lives.  He speaks on slavery, sin, and freedom.  Freedom is a slippery word.  It can mean a multitude of different things to each person.  So, what do we do with Jesus’ words in John 8:31-36?  Frequently we react the same way the Jews who believed in him did.  We claim that we are free.  We claim that we are not slaves.  In fact, we too can claim to be descendants of Abraham!  But Jesus continues by defining slavery as living in sin.  But how is sin defined?  One definition is sin is self-centeredness, then those who are doing self-centered things become slaves to themselves -- their own wants and desires.  Often this is how people may understand freedom -- doing whatever I want to do.  But that definition of freedom is actually slavery to one's self.  Being set free means having our desires and centeredness turned away from ourselves.  Or we can define it as being slaves to our own fears or doubts or prides or you name it.  This is where we feel a need to prove my own worth or value.  Every person ever created has innate worth simply because God created them.  Or we can define it as a rejection of the truth about ourselves.  We stubbornly persist in the idea that we are fundamentally in control.  Surely our church-going and charitable giving and general all-around respectability is sufficient!  In this way of thinking, responsibility for our freedom rests with us.  But this negates John 8:36 for there we are told “if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  Apparently, we are not able to liberate ourselves.
