[image: image1.emf]

Redeemer Lutheran Church

of Leisure World

 13564 St. Andrews Drive

 Seal Beach, CA  90740

 Phone (562) 598-8697; FAX (562) 598-8697
 e-mail:  redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net


November 2020
“Beatitudes and Judgement”

As we begin November, 224 days have passed since the first “shelter in place” order went out by the Governor on March 20 in response to the novel coronavirus-19.  We begin the month with a celebration of all the saints: those living with us, those who are to come after us, and those who have gone before us; especially those who have died this year.  For many that number is more than usual.  As I am writing this in October, the results of the national election are still a few weeks away and who knows what will happen with that.  We have had protests and upheaval.  We will be having our Annual Meeting Part 1 in a new way with masks and social distancing.  At the end of the month we will be celebrating Thanksgiving Day in a new way and perhaps wondering what we are thankful for.  The last Sunday of November is the first Sunday of Advent and the beginning of the new Church year.  It has been a year of new, different, work-around, fear, hope, concern, reaching out, checking up, and a wild rollercoaster of emotions.
But with this all, there are constants that we have to reach for and trust in: God loves us all; God has a plan; prayers will be answered; and we are always blessed in all ways.  Our actions should be guided by the gift we are given by Jesus in the Gospel lesson for All Saints Sunday: The Beatitudes: “3Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (Matt.5:3-12).
We end the Church year on Christ the King with the Gospel from Matthew 25: “35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”  This is what we will be asked about by Christ.  Not who we voted for, how much money we earned, what car we drove, or what house we lived in.  Rather, we will be asked: how much have you loved; how have you cared for others; and how have you touched other’s lives.  From the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20) which are God’s command to love Jesus gave us the Beatitudes which are a promise of the rewards of living that life of love to the Great Commandment (Matthew 22:36-40) which simplifies the Commandments and finally the final judgement which gives us all the concrete ways of living out the Commandments, Beatitudes, and the Great Commandment.
If we, as a Christian people, live every day focused on being the blessed people we are and sharing that blessing with others, our lives, and by extension the world, shall be a better place.  Let us work on being poor in spirit (recognizing our need for God), empathetic, meek, righteous, merciful, pure, peacemakers, faithful and honorable in our relationship with God and one another.  Let us feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit those in prison.  Let us truly love God, our neighbors, and ourselves to the glory of God.  May this next Church year beginning with Advent be the year we build the Kingdom of God on earth; a Kingdom of Love.

