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“Whaaat?  Really?”


We jump to the end of the Gospel of Matthew for the Holy Trinity Sunday which occurs after the resurrection; at the very end of the Gospel.  Jesus commissions his disciples to go teach the world to carry out everything Jesus has commanded; and baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  This is the prime mission of the church throughout history.  It is continued to this day.  For all disciples, this baptism is the source of our faith.  By this baptism; in these names; our core belief in a Trinity is stated.  Through baptism we are given the strength to go and teach.  It ends with the promise that Jesus will be with us always, until the end of the world.  The power of the risen Christ will ever sustain those whom he has commissioned to preach the “Good News” of salvation to the world.  Hey, folks, that is us.  How are you teaching the Good News?  How do you feel Jesus strengthening you to carry this out in your life today?  Do you feel Jesus is with you?  How?  When?  If not, what do you do?
Go, grab your Bible.  Read chapter 10 of Matthew.  Go ahead, I’ll wait.  Except for the first Sunday of June, this is what we will be hearing this month.

We begin at the end of chapter 9 with the realization that there are many people willing to believe but have not been gathered.  So, Jesus sends his harvesters (the 12 disciples) out to start the gathering.  In contrast to last week’s Gospel where he sends them to the whole world, this one limits them to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  But it is not an easy journey that he is sending them on.  He sends them without money or even a change of clothes!  He sends them out to depend on the kindness of strangers.  And if that is not bad enough, he warns them that he is sending them as sheep among wolves; that they may be handed over to councils; flogged in synagogues; dragged before governors and kings; turned on by family; and hated because of him.  And then he tells them NOT TO WORRY!!!  Really, Jesus, don’t worry?!!?  Don’t prepare a defense?!?  Just trust you!!??  Sadly, for them, and for us, that is what it is all about.  Trust Jesus.  For me, personally, that’s a hard one.  Trust Jesus when you know you are doing the right thing (and it’s never the easy thing) and people are mean to you for it.  They talk trash about you.  They call you names.  They make fun of you.  They turn their back on you.  We all 

want to be liked.  We all want to be thought of well.  When these kinds of thing happen, we hurt.  But still we need to trust Jesus.  And what does Jesus promise if you endure all of this?  Not, you will be rich, get everything you want, and your enemies will be brought down.  Nope.  You will be saved.  That is what you get: Salvation.  This is the point where you get to ask yourself, is it worth it?  The troubles, the tribulations, the losing of friends, the conflicts?  Wouldn’t it be easier to go along to get along?  What would it hurt?  Pie in the sky, something later, promise of salvation verses comfort and ease and lack of conflict now?  Is salvation worth all this work?


The third Sunday of June (Happy Father’s Day to you all) Jesus doesn’t do a “just kidding last time”.  No, he double-downs what is going to happen to you!  He wants us to go about telling the truth.  Bringing things to light.  Not to be afraid of death (yes, obviously, that’s an option).  Last time it was friends, neighbors, and strangers who were out to get you.  This time it people in our own families!  Whoever tells you Jesus is all about love and peace has never read this chapter of Matthew!  He flat out tells us that he has not come to bring peace but a sword.  He gives us a cross to bear.  And we are supposed to be happy about it!  Jesus wants to come first in our lives.  As a wife, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, aunt, cousin, sure, I can put Jesus first; but as a mom – Jesus, you’re pushing it!  But, really, this is what he is asking us to do.  TO. PUT. JESUS. FIRST.  Sometimes that is our cross.  Too often we are asked to “balance our life” between work and home; family and friends; whatever and whatever.  Jesus doesn’t ask for balance: he asks to be first.  How do we put Jesus first?  No, I’m not asking you to ask yourself, before you do anything, WWJD (what would Jesus do).  Rather, put him first; put him center; in everything you do.  Ask, does this glorify Jesus?  Does this build the Kingdom of God?  So, BEFORE that first cup of coffee or tea or glass of water in the morning, say good morning to Jesus.  After you brush your teeth and put on your ‘jammies and settle into bed, say good night to Jesus.  Start your day and end your day with Jesus on your mind and he will most likely stay there.


Finally, it gets easier the fourth Sunday of June.  Deep breath.  Huge sigh.  Now all we have to do is welcome the prophet and give them a drink of water!  So much easier!  Oh, wait.  We’re the prophets.  Dang, we are back to depending on the kindness of strangers.  What the heck, Jesus?!?  Yes, we have traveled in a full circle.  We are back to that baptism where you were baptized Priest, Prophet, and King.  YOU are the prophet and will receive a prophet’s reward in the way you live your life.  YOU are the righteous person and will receive the reward of the righteous person in the way you treat other people.  YOU are the little one who receives the cold water in baptism and shares EVERYTHING that comes from that baptism.  There is a reward waiting for you.  Never said it would be easy getting there or receiving it!  There was a beautiful book written many years ago by Dale Evans Rogers called Angel Unaware about her and Roy’s daughter Robin.  In it she reflects on the Hebrew 13:2 verse about entertaining angels unaware.  We entertain Jesus in every person we meet.  This Gospel lesson is a reminder of that.  Do you see Jesus in those you serve?  Do you look for Jesus in the other people you meet?  
