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Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Growing with Jesus!”

We seem to keep being off in sending out the newsletter because things change and we have to start over!  Such is life at this time.  So, I decided to cover both July’s and August’s Gospels in this newsletter!  

In July, it seems that Jesus is on a growing binge and guess who being called to plant, nurture, and harvest.  Yup, that’s right – all of us.


The first week we hear a lecture on differences and the importance of doing what is right, no matter what others think in the first part of the lesson.  He emphasizes the connection between him and the Father.  He thanks the Father.  He praises the Father.  We, too, should follow Jesus’s example in our own prayers.  He ends this Gospel lesson with encouraging us to take his yoke upon us.  When we think of a yoke, we think of a heavy burden that must be carried but Jesus reminds us that he is working with us, so that burden is lightened.  The most important thing is that we are ALL yoked together and that we can share that call to service.

The second Sunday in July, we get to Jesus the gardener.  He is the sower of the seeds.  He spread them everywhere!  He seems like he hasn’t a care about what happens to the seeds, and he sort of doesn’t, and he wants us to do the same.  We’re supposed to share our love, forgiveness, and faith with everyone, always – not just our special friends, or like-minded people, or just with our church.  He cares, but he is not going to force things!  We are encouraged by Jesus to think, understand, realize the joy AND the pain, accept, focus on, and LIVE the Good News.  Always, in all ways, and for always.


The third week we are again planting seeds, only this time there is an enemy that decides to sow weeds amongst the seeds.  It’s the question of Good and Evil!  How can an all good God, allow evil to exist!!  Why do bad things happen to good people and good things happen to bad people!!  Why this and not that!!  Why?!?  Why??!!  WHY!!!???  Because we have free will!  WE decide to do/be evil.  WE decide to do/be good.  The Father through Jesus ALLOWS us to exercise our free will.  Jesus, rather than pull out the weeds, lets them grow together.  He lets us have a chance to change.  To be examples.  To do good.  To grow better.  Our human spirit is much like this.  None of us are completely good nor are we completely evil.  We all have both inside us.  What we water the most; tend the most; is what grows the most.


The last week of July we have a number of short parables questioning what is valuable.  He starts with little things – mustard seeds and yeast.  They start out small but end up creating larger things.  Then he continues with directing us to reflect on what is important/valuable.  We must remember to seek the good.  We need to grow our love of others in Jesus so that we too may welcome, house, feed, and nurture them through our faith, hope, and charity.

This month we will look at what we are doing to grow the Kingdom of God.  First, let’s look at what we are supporting through our finances, volunteering, and prayer? Does this plant seeds or weeds?  Next, look at the burdens that you are carrying.  What are you willing to give up and give over to Jesus to help you with?  Write it, or them, down, put it in you Bible, and let it go.  Jesus is yoked to you and those problems!  Next, check your planting.  Where are you planting the Gospel seeds?  What unlikely places have you planted the Good News?  Then look inside.  How are you encouraging the good seed inside yourself?  How are you discouraging the weeds?  Finally, what is genuine and true in your life?  What do you value?  How do you show to the world; or even just to yourself; that this is what is right and important to you?
