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The first Sunday of Advent’s (November 29th) Gospel lesson from Mark is a rather disquieting one, especially in this time of pandemic!  Jesus warns of his return and that we need to keep awake and ready to welcome him.  In this time of social distancing, having him show up can just be one more worry on our minds!  Another guest in the house!  Especially when many of us aren’t ready or tired of sharing space with our own near and dear!  However welcomed and loved people are, they are a disruption to our usual routine and crowd us.  And we all know Jesus; he’s not going to go quietly to the guest room and hang out there!  Nope, he’s going to be hanging around the kitchen telling stories, wanting to go shopping with us, help us pick out presents, decorate the house, stay up late watching movies and baking cookies!  He’s going to be into everything we are doing.  This is what preparing for Jesus’s coming is really about.  He wants to be a part of us and live through us in our everyday life.  This is what welcoming Jesus is about.  This Advent time is a time to look at your words, actions, lifestyle, and values, are they compatible with hanging out with Jesus 24/7??


The Gospel lesson for the second Sunday of Advent always brings to my mind the opening song from the musical, Godspell.  Not one of my favorite musicals (although it is one of Pastor Lisa’s ()but this song is a good reminder that we do need to prepare the way the Lord.  It’s not just John calling in the desert centuries ago but what each of us should be doing each and every day of our lives, called by our baptism with water AND the Holy Spirit.  The call to build God’s Kingdom (prepare the way) and repentance is an ongoing, continuing circle.  God cannot reign in an unrepentant heart therefore we must repent to build the Kingdom, repentance occurs when the heart is touched by the reign of God, God is the source and summit of all and we are the ones drawing and sharing that source on our way to the summit (and bringing others with us!).  So, step one to prepare the way of the Lord is to prepare ourselves through repentance each and every time we need it.  Then we can work on the rest of the world!

Gaudete (from the Latin word meaning “rejoice.”) Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent, we have the reoccurring theme of rejoicing in the first lesson, psalm, and second lesson.  We are called to rejoice because of the gifts we have been given by a loving God; especially in difficult times!  If we only rejoice, pray, and thank when things are good, we miss out on finding the good in the difficult.  This Sunday we get a similar Gospel lesson as the second Sunday but from the Gospel of John.  John the Baptist explains that he is NOT the Messiah nor a prophet but comes to testify to the light to come, so that others would believe.  How often do we feel like John the Baptist, call out to people who willfully will not listen?  And, sadly, how often are WE the ones not listening?  Advent is the time to take a closer look at how we are testifying to the light.  A time to rejoice and prepare in spite of not because of!


The fourth Sunday of Advent we have the blessing of a resounding “YES!”.  The impossible is always possible with God.  The Virgin can conceive the Son.  God can walk on the earth.  Emmanuel is with us.  We are loved, unconditionally.  We can be called children of God.  We can be heirs to the Kingdom.  Perhaps we need to answer God’s requests with Mary’s example, “I am the servant of the Lord.  Let it be done to me as you say.”  Maybe God gives us the impossible to deal with to encourage us to turn to him.  What impossible situation have you experienced?  How did you deal with it?  Did you take it to God in prayer or try to go it alone?


Then we get to Christmas!  The Church gives us two Gospel lessons for the Christmas celebration depending on when the Gospel is read (and what the Pastor chooses!).  The Christmas Eve Celebration and the first Celebration on Christmas morning has the Gospel from Luke with the baby in the manger and the angels announcing His birth to the shepherds in the field.  We still sing a portion of that announcement when we sing the Gloria or recite the Glory to God in Service!  It is the best part of Charlie Brown’s Christmas; when Linus explains to Charlie Brown the true meaning of Christmas, he quotes this Gospel passage.  This is where many of us stay – Jesus as that baby in the manger and missing the point that this is the beginning – how he had to start here to get to the cross (where others stay) but our salvation and redemption is not completed until we finally get to the empty tomb on Easter!  It is the reason for our faith.  The baby had to come.  This is the beginning of Jesus’s ministry to bring us all home to him and the Father and the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel for the rest of Christmas Day if from the beginning of the Gospel of John.  It is the testament of WHO Jesus is.  He is the light.  He is the Word of God.  He is the Son of God.  He is God.  The Word became flesh and walked in the world to give us life and direction.  This is the Jesus we are all waiting to return.  This is the Jesus that reminded us to keep awake at the beginning of Advent, specifically for his Second coming!  It is the light that John the Baptist testified about.  This is he who John was not worthy to unlace his sandals.

The last Sunday of December the Gospel lesson from Luke is a story of God fulfilling his promises to Simeon and Anna just as Joseph and Mary fulfilled the requirements of their faith in God.  All the lessons for this day contain two themes: children and God fulfilling his promises!  It is a time to reflect on the importance of family.  Family is where most of us first heard about God.  It is where we learned about God the Father and Jesus.  It is through families that the story of God and the life of the church continues.  Family take on may forms as we grow.  There is the family you are born into.  There is the family you make of your closest friends.  There is the family that you may have through marriage.  There is the family that you, hopefully, find within the church.  There is the family that comes from being a child of God.  There is the family from living in the world.  There are many types of family that we live with and through.  As this pandemic has worn on, we have all become more and more isolated.  We have not been able to connect with family and friends, especially during this holiday season.  This Sunday, before the new year begins, may be a chance to reconnect through a phone call or a letter or an email with all the different families you are connected with.  It may be the chance to reconcile with that person that you haven’t been in contact with; it may be the time to reach out to someone who you know has gone further into isolation than is healthy (this might even be you).  So, reach out!  And as Neil Dimond put it in “Brother Love’s Traveling Salvation Show”: (Hallelujah) Now you got yourself two good hands [more or less] (Halle-hallelujah) And when your brother [or yourself] is troubled, You gotta reach out your one hand for him (Hallelujah) 'Cause that's what it's there for (Halle-hallelujah) And when your heart is troubled, You gotta reach out your other hand (Hallelujah) Reach it out to the man up there (Halle-hallelujah) 'Cause that's what he's there for.
