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Pastor's article May 2020
Dearest friends in Christ:

We rely on our Lord for strength and hope, and I hope this finds you well and allowing yourselves to be strengthened by the Lord and hopeful in your faith.

As our stay-at-home safety orders continue, it is harder to stay up-beat and positive.  But every day is a gift from the Lord and though we may not be able to spend it “out and about”, it is a day to be with the Lord in thought and prayer.  (And what a glorious resurrection day it will be when we can gather as God’s people in our sanctuary again!)

In some ways, this year’s Easter season is much more like the original weeks that followed our Lord’s resurrection on Easter.  We were alone or with just another friend or family member on Easter; just like the few female disciples who came to tend to our Lord’s body and were first to see Jesus risen from the tomb.  We were called to be “on lock down”, like the disciples who were gathered behind locked doors in fear after the crucifixion of our Lord.  Not even locked doors could keep the risen Jesus away, and as He came to them, their belief was strengthened by the things that Jesus overcame.  With God’s help, we will overcome this pandemic.

With patience and faith, we can use this time to abide in the peace that he offers us again and again throughout his resurrection appearances: to the women at the tomb, to his disciples in the upper room, on the seashore of Galilee where Peter and others had resumed their former lives, and on the Road to Emmaus where he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.  God’s peace can be found in all circumstances.

So, until we can gather to break bread together as a small or large group again, please know:

1) We are being held in the palm of God’s hands, protected by Him like under the wings of an eagle, and he will lift us up and bring our souls a sense of abiding peace. (Psalm 91)
2) We are called to wait upon the Lord: from Psalm 38:15 But for you, O Lord, do I wait; it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer.
3) We are recipients of his eternal love: Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you. (Psalm 33:22)
4) God will answer our prayers: In the day when I cried thou answered me, and strengthened me with strength in my soul. (Psalm 138:3)
5) We abide with God at all times, in all places, knowing we are forever at home in the Lord.  God is our refuge and our fortress: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. (Psalm 91)
My prayers continue with you all daily as we continue to be a part of the church in these times, even though we are apart!

The work of the church has continued with worshiping — as we are able — through our drive-in communion services at Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  We hope to continue this legally approved and sanctioned way of distributing prayers and communion on Sunday, May 3rd (the 1st Sunday of the month is still a Redeemer Communion Sunday!)  If we continue with the social distancing orders by the end of the month, May 31st is Pentecost and the “Birthday of the Church!” — your Council and I are working on ways this might work outside of our sanctuary or inside, as rules permit.  We will let all of you know as Pentecost approaches.

We have also been able to distribute multiple meals to congregants; our Leisure World neighbors and many of our interfaith partners.  Lutheran Relief has provided hundreds of restaurant and store bought meals and we have been networking with our Lutheran colleagues to see that no one goes without some nourishing hot food.  If you or anyone you know could benefit, please call me and I can arrange “drop off”.  We’ve had multiple congregants take the boxes from me, go out and feed their neighborhood.  This is an opportunity to make new friends and introduce them to the church that has been called to exhibit the heart of Christ in the Heart of Leisure World in these most interesting times.

If you have internet access, please keep up-to-date at redeemerlutheransealbeach.com.  All of our communications, videos from the national ELCA, our synod (including a great sermon by Bishop Andy!), a video of the inside of our sanctuary with a Good Friday meditation, and a Hymn Margo shared with us all are all available.

Please continue to pray for one another — as Paul taught us, pray unceasingly — and as I like to say, “Always in All Ways!”
Enclosed in this newsletter is an envelope and form for you to include any prayers you would like prayed aloud in the church by your Pastor until we can all say them together again.  (
Many of you have asked about Lavona and Chris Moore.  They both have had serious health challenges, including both having been hospitalized in the last few weeks.  Chris is residing with her beloved sons in their Reno home and if you would like to send her a letter of encouragement, her address is: 3325 Barbara Circle, Reno, NV  89503.  Lavona is back at Rowntree Gardens Senior Living, 12151 Dale St., Stanton, CA  90680.  

I personally thank God for each and every one of you, and for Redeemer as a tremendous church of hope that is standing strong, encouraging one another and being with one another in spirit as this continuing pandemic challenges us individually and corporately.  Know that God is forever and always in charge, and we will worship God, Son and Holy Spirit together again soon.
Blessings and prayers for health and peace,

Pastor Lisa
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This beautiful cross was lovingly made and anonymously dropped off at the church addressed to Pastor Lisa.  Much thanks to this anonymous angel and which decorated our drive-in Easter Table for all to see!

