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Pastor's article June 2020
“Peace be with you”
Dear Friends:

Throughout the 50 days of the Easter season that brings us to Pentecost, Christ’s Easter message of “Peace be with you” is delivered more than any other throughout his post-resurrection appearances with His faithful.  Jesus’ teachings remind us that God’s peace reigns, through Christ and the Holy Spirit, even as ways of this world seem to be the polar opposite of peace.  Especially in this unique time of pandemic and national unrest, let us also be reminded of one of the central messages of Jesus: do not fear.

Christ’s peace can reign in our spirits in any situation.  God literally came into this world to teach us how to settle our hearts, our minds, our souls with the message of God’s presence with us always through eternal love and peace.  As we celebrate Pentecost 2020 let us focus on the form that the spirit came in: the dove.  The dove is a universal symbol of hope and peace that our world especially needs right now.

The dove brought hope and comfort and peace to Noah and his family as they were charged to help restore the world after the chaos of the flood.  The dove came down and alighted on Jesus at his baptism as a sign that his life was anointed to bring God’s ways of peace to the world.  On Pentecost Sunday we hung a red stole with a dove on our new cross as a way of reminding the world that God’s peace reigns, through Christ, by his resurrection and everlasting life given to each of us.

As people called to love one another, our hearts are empathetic to all who hurt.  As people called to love one another, we are called to bear one another’s burdens.  As people called to love one another as God loves us, we can embrace one another not physically at this time, but spiritually through prayer.

Our Scriptures remind us in multiple ways, nothing is impossible with God.  Through the very active agent of the Holy Spirit, God is the author of our salvation and leads us into everlasting life in every moment of our humanity if we seek God’s face, seek Christ’s peace, and seek the Holy Spirit’s strength as we face each day.  Called to spend more “quiet” time at home, perhaps we are called to: Pray for more peace and less strife.  Pray for more hope and less despair.  Seek more time to sit with the Lord, read the Holy Scriptures and listen for God’s presence in your life…and worry less.

For at his ascension returning to heaven Christ reminded us that he was not ever leaving us alone but we are given the powerful, healing, strengthening peace of Holy Spirit.  Let our lives reflect that peace in all that we pray, in all that we say, in all that we do.

Blessings and prayers for health and peace,

Pastor Lisa

Everyone is asking “When do we re-open?”  The short answer: By God’s grace, prayerful consideration and careful planning, as soon as it is safe.
The longer answer: To re-open, we have to have a formal plan — fulfilling all of the requirements of the CDC, state and local health agencies.  This plan has to include: a detailed layout of our sanctuary — marking where everyone can sit and participate; how many services we will conduct and how long services can be; and all the cleaning and disinfecting procedures we must adhere to before and after any gathering in our church.  To accommodate social distancing, we are proposing having 2 services instead of one.  (Please see back page for a form to fill out to choose which time you might prefer.)

We have established a task force of 9 members of the congregation that are meeting and drawing up our plan and procedures.  As soon as Orange County Covid-19 numbers (the curve) allow, the plan will be presented to our Church Council.  If approved, it is then filed with the Bishop.  If he approves and all governing bodies of our congregation agree, our in-person services can begin again.

Until then, know that we are all connected spiritually in prayer.  Pray for all, holding each other close in prayer and know the good Lord has prepared His beautiful sanctuary and rooms for us to worship Him, celebrate communion and be back in physical community one day soon, in God’s time.

Matthew 28:16-20
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 24:36

“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows.
