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READY! …  SET! …  GO?  No. … WAIT!

Dear Friends,

Summertime childhood memories of playtime outside during long sun-filled days might include games of tag, races and other pastimes that began with “Ready….Set…Go!”  As the worldwide battle with a relentless coronavirus continues, our summer days may also be sun-filled, but now long and not always joy-filled.  We are Ready to get back to a sense of “normalcy”.  We are Set in our sanctuary to worship God together again.  Yet we are called to Wait!  As Christians we are called to remember that there is joy that can be found in waiting.

We at Redeemer can be buoyed by the joyful knowledge that after the winter rains damaged our sanctuary, this Summer finds our repairs complete!  In fact, with the new carpeting, better lighting, improved sound system, organ repairs and structural American Disability Act updates, our sanctuary is “done” and in fact, improved(!).  Our roof repairs have addressed the problem pipe that caused most of the damage in the first place.  And thanks to good stewardship of funds, reliable and cost-conscious contractors, and the generosity of our members, even our additional “weeping wall problems” is currently being addressed.  We are READY!  We are SET!  But instead of GO!, we are now told to “WAIT!”

When we turn to Scripture, we are often told to “Wait upon the Lord”.  It is a consistent theme of both our Old and New Testaments.  Human beings are naturally an impatient lot who don’t like to wait.  So, we join with our biblical ancestors in trying to wrap our minds and our hearts about living through this time when our lifestyles are asked to slow down, hold on, and pause.  We are all, worldwide, being called to be quiet.  Can we use this time to listen to what the Lord may be saying?

As we sit and wait in this pandemic, we can turn to the prophet Isaiah’s well-known encouragement for solace and strength: “…but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” (40:31)  All of us can use a little time to recharge our batteries and rest.  What if God is using this time to strengthen us so we are prepared for whatever lies ahead?  The Lord is with us, fighting for us, throughout.

One of my favorite promises of God is found in Isaiah’s writings 10 chapters earlier: “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore, he will rise up to show you compassion.  For the Lord is a God of justice.  Blessed are all who wait for him!” (30:18)  Isaiah reminds us in both of these passages that we get our strength from our Lord.  In addition to his resolve which can get us through anything, we are shown God’s grace and compassion and we are called to know and demonstrate that same grace and compassion to one another.  We who wait upon the Lord will be blessed.

As we are blessed.  We have a God who came to save us and show us the way of salvation that leaves the current virus, pandemic and any other chaos we face in the summer dust.  We are called — while sitting still — to travel with our Lord by faith.  We join Paul as he waited behind the jail bars in Rome when he wrote: “we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” (Romans 8:25)  And we are called to: “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, and be constant in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)

Yet like our Scriptural ancestors, we love to ask “How long?”  The apostle Peter reminded the earliest Christians who were waiting for the Lord to re-appear imminently, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:8-9)

So while we check the newspaper headlines for numbers of infections to decrease, and we check in with each other to make sure we’re bearing up under the strain of lockdowns, remember to sing in your heart the hymn of Psalm 27:14 – “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”

Ironically, at this time of the pandemic our sit down, indoor restaurants are closed and we cannot be served by wait staff.  This is also a way of understanding that to wait is to serve.  Not just by doing, but by waiting, we can be serving the Lord!

We are instructed by the medical experts and our national and local Bishops, to not sing when we return to worship (as its been proven singing spreads the virus further and faster to those around us.)  So, in the quiet of your space that you are reading this, reflect on the words by hymn writer James Wilson:

There's not a mountain too tall,

There’s not a problem so small

That Jesus can't resolve

He’s our God, He cares about us

So wait on the Lord,

Wait on the Lord, Wait on the Lord

And He’ll renew your strength

Wait on the Lord, For your own sake

Wait on the Lord 

And He’ll renew your strength

He knows what you're going through right now, 

Believe…

You’ve got a way, 

You’ve got a way

Sing it again, He's here for you

He's ordering strength, 

You’re saved, you’ve got a way.

Wait upon the Lord.

 — James Wilson

We've got a way…our faith in the Lord.  We’ve got a wait…a time to sit and rest, easy with our gracious, compassionate God.  We’re Ready…We’re Set…and We’re Waiting on the Lord.

Blessings and peace,

Pastor Lisa
