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Pastor's article December 2020
“Advent – Hope, Peace, Joy, Love”
Dear sweet people of Redeemer —

Advent 2020: the season of waiting for a special person or occasion to come.  The Advent of this year, more than ever, finds us waiting for our quarantine to be over and Leisure World’s lockdown orders to be lifted, a vaccine to be delivered, and we will be able to come together as a congregation to worship again with handshakes and hugs.  While we wait, we can embrace the Old Testament’s messages on waiting:

“Blessed are all those who wait for Him.” (Isaiah 30:18)
and
“The Lord is good to those who wait for Him,
to the soul who seeks Him.  It is good that one should
wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord”
(Lamentations 3:25-26)
Because we are people of both the Old and New Testaments, we are God’s people who wait quietly for the Lord’s coming but know we already have salvation in Christ Jesus.  We await his coming again.

Following the Scriptures and lighting Advent colored candles, we wait quietly in Hope; seeking Peace; expressing Joy and sharing the Love of the season — however we can.

By reading our Scriptures and following the life and teachings of our Lord Jesus, we truly can find the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love of this Advent and Christmas season:

HOPE - Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. (Isaiah 40:31)
PEACE - May the Lord give strength to his people!  May the Lord bless his people with peace! Psalm 29:11
Our Lord God did bless us with his son “so that in me you may have peace.  In the world you face persecution.  But take courage; I have conquered the world!” (John 16:33)
JOY - But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy.  Spread your protection over them, so that those who love your name may exult in you. Psalm 5:11
LOVE - Deuteronomy (6:5) first gave us the direction of how to love and Jesus quotes it in Matthew 22:36-40: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.”
Each of these traits — Hope, Peace, Joy and Love — are associated with the 4 Sundays of Advent (this year, 11/29, 12/6, 12/13 and 12/20) and the large Christ candle is lit on the 25th: the day of the one who we were waiting for!  And at the time of the writing, it may be the first day we can gather together again — outside or inside — for worship!

Even though the pandemic and coronavirus has changed many aspects of our lives these last 9 months, these elements of our Christian life together have not.  When we are connected by prayer, our connections to God and one another are not severed.  Changed perhaps, but not gone.  We are the same people as we were last year: filled with hope, desiring peace, wanting to express joy, and the love of Christ wherever we are.  This year, wherever we may be — inside with our decorated tree or outside with the babe lying in the manger of our creche — we are waiting for, and present with, our Lord and redeeming Savior.

May our Advent be Holy Spirit-filled and may our Christmas find the light of Christ beaming into all of our lives.  By the love given to us by God, our Old Testament prophet Isaiah reminds us, “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
In thanksgiving for our one God — Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit — and for all of you.

Blessings and peace,

Pastor Lisa

