[image: image1.png]


Redeemer Lutheran Church

of Leisure World

 13564 St. Andrews Drive

 Seal Beach, CA  90740

 Phone (562) 598-8697; FAX (562) 598-8697
 e-mail:  redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net

Pastor's article April 2021
[image: image2.emf]

“Action Words of Easter”

Dear Redeemed People of Redeemer,

As we are people of both the passion of Holy Week and the glorious Resurrection, I hope this Holy Week/Easter special newsletter edition finds us spiritually centered not just on the passion of the last earthly days of Jesus’ life, but embracing our Lord’s 7 action words of Easter.

The strength of God, through Christ and the Holy Spirit comes alive (boldface type, my emphasis) in our Prayer for Easter Sunday:  

O God, you are the creator of the world,

the liberator of your people,

and the wisdom of the earth.

By the resurrection of your Son

free us from our fears,

restore us in your image, and

ignite us with your light,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

— Prayer for Easter Day 2021
This year, as we have lived the past year like no other, we have been called time and time again to remember that though we were called to a quieter life, God speaks loudly to and through each of us as we follow God Always, In All Ways.  Embrace an active God in every aspect of your life.

As earthly concerns of illness and quarantine have limited our physical movements, we must always remember that God, through Christ and the Holy Spirit, is our liberator from anything we may fear.  No matter how we may be restricted, we are free in Christ.  God’s wisdom is great as is God’s power over death which was revealed in the resurrection of Jesus.

Our God is a God of action whose Holy Spirit frees us from our fears, restores us in God’s image, and ignites us with eternal light.

Especially this Easter 2021 season, we thank God for being our God of action who saves us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, and who by the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns now and forever.

If there is one Bible verse that encapsulates the God of action that sees us through Holy Week, the glorious Easter resurrection and who has seen us through the last year of the pandemic(!), I encourage you to read and re-read the words of St. Paul from the 1st chapter of Colossians:

The Supremacy of the Son of God
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.  17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel.

1 Colossians 15-23a
Especially Easter 2021: God reigns, ALWAYS, in ALL WAYS.  ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!

Blessings to you this Easter Season,

Pastor Lisa

The 7 Last Words of Christ on Good Friday

Good Friday usually finds us hosting Leisure World’s Interfaith gathering which centers on the 7 Last Words of Christ. This year, due to pandemic restrictions, our Interfaith group hopes to have the Ecumenical service outside at the amphitheater, where the expected-sized crowd can be socially distanced (Noon, April 2, 2021).  If we are unable to gather, the pastors and rabbi’s will be printing their reflections in the LW News.

