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September and October 2020

Let Us Go TO the House of the Lord!
Dear Friends,

Let us join with the Psalmist and recite Psalm 122:1 
I was glad when they said to me,
Let us go to the house of the LORD!
With everyone’s hard work, and our continued commitment to wearing masks and social distancing, our “Pick up Your Spirits, with Prayer and Communion” resumes every Sunday in September!  We will be having drive-up/walk-up communion out in front of the church and a social-distanced small group mini-worship services on the North-East side of the church (by the purple office door) from 9:30 until 11 a.m.  (As we gather, in a group of 6-8 we will spend 15 minutes in prayer together — come at whatever time is convenient for you.)  There WILL be music(!) as our musicians will be playing our organ with the church windows and doors open so all outside our sanctuary can hear some favorite hymns.  We will continue with this throughout the month of September.  We will see what happens in October!
Please note we are taking the psalmist literally and going TO the House of the Lord…just not IN quite yet! We pray that we can resume in-the-Lord’s-house worship as soon as state and local metrics are met…hopefully soon.

With an abundance of caution, we “closed down” our public worship services due to the pandemic on March 13th.  We are now officially six months into this hard time when we are not called together physically but called apart.  However, as Christians who are called together by our faith and love of our Lord, Savior and Redeemer Jesus Christ, nothing calls us apart. Nothing separates us from our God, the love of God or God’s hands.  Not even in a pandemic that limits us.  It’s as if Paul were writing to us in Seal Beach instead of Rome when he gave us a direction to live under a time of stress.  (Remember, he was writing from within prison walls, quite limiting like a pandemic).
Love each other genuinely; hate what is evil and hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection and honor one another….do not lag in zeal and be ardent in spirit.  In all ways, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope.  Hope that we can be together again soon.  Let us be patient in any suffering we endure.  Above all let us persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints by extending hospitality to strangers.” (Romans 12:9ff).  We can do all of this by doing God’s work, with our hands.

September is the time the national Lutheran church encourages us to take on outreach projects that benefit the wider community and God’s kingdom under the moniker “God’s Work.  Our Hands”.  Given that we must remain socially distanced and limit the time we interact, our annual food donation drive will not just be on one big Sunday but quickly receiving food contributions on all the Sundays of September.  If you have a non-perishable food item (or 2) on your shelf that you’d like to share with a hungry neighbor in need, we will be collecting food for the neediest in Orange County.  Our barrels out front of the church on Sunday mornings will collect your food (or cash) donations, and will be taken to Lutheran Social Services’ shelves that feed the increasing number of hungry people as this pandemic continues.

Though this pandemic has affected all of us in very big and small ways, we are called to listen to our Lord as we wait upon his will for our lives individually and corporately.  Remember, Paul wrote that though our movements may be limited, we are not imprisoned but free in Christ.  This year especially we can contemplate what it means to do God’s work with our hands as our hands are held by God’s as he walks us through this time.  Live your lives like every movement is worshipping God.  Rejoice that God is with us now, forever and always.  Let us go TO God’s house and with his work to do and our hands to do it, let us WORSHIP God in all we do.
Blessings and peace,

Pastor Lisa

DISASTER RESPONSE
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble”
(Psalm 46:1).

It is usual that when there is a call for help after disasters Lutheran Disaster Response is on the ground helping.  They in turn get the word out that help is needed.  Here are two areas they are working in NOW and could use our financial help: Hurricane Laura that hit Louisiana and parts of Texas and the California Wildfires.
Your gifts ensure that our church will be able to provide help and hope for those whose lives have been devastated by Hurricane Laura. Gifts designated for “Hurricane Response” will be used entirely (100%) for hurricane response efforts until they are complete. 
You can support wildfire survivors. Gifts to “U.S. Wildfires” will be used in full (100%) to assist those affected by wildfires until the response is complete. 

Please join in praying for those whose lives are being impacted by disasters at this time: wildfires, COVID-19, severe storms, hurricanes and more. Even as we face multiple crises, by working together, we can reflect Christ’s light and hope to our neighbors in their time of need.
You can make a check out to Redeemer Lutheran Church with where you want the monies to go on the memo line and we will send the collected monies to Lutheran Disaster Response.
Or you may send them a check on your own.  Make checks payable to Lutheran Disaster Response.  Write "U.S. Wildfires" or “Hurricane Response” or “Where Most Needed” on your check's memo line and send to:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

P.O. Box 1809

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Call 800-638-3522 to make a donation with a credit card. Operators are ready to assist you Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Central Time.
Or online at: https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response
September and October 2020

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends of Redeemer:

Karen Merkel loved to preach!

It was evident every time she occupied the pulpit at Redeemer Lutheran Church, the many times during the 16 years of Pastor Gil Moore and more recently Pastor Lisa Rotchford.  Her energy and enthusiasm in bringing us God’s Word was stimulating.  Our hearts are heavy with her loss.  We are joyful she has joined our Lord, but she will be missed,


As the corona virus has upended almost everything in our lives, so has it affected our upcoming Congregational Annual Meeting.  Normally part one of our get-together is held in the early part of November at which time we elect four Church Council members and we approve a budget for the following year.  In all probability we won’t be able to meet mainly because at the present time it’s too large of a gathering of people.  Tentatively we are planning to mail a ballot of four members selected by the Council as a slate to be elected with provisions for other candidates to be nominated by our Congregation.   In the same mailing we would include a proposed budget for 2021.  There would be a deadline to nominate other candidates and to approve/disapprove the budget.  This is all subject to change, of course, as events seem to shift daily.


To fill the vacancy on the Church Council, Anne Walshe of St. Theodore Episcopal Church was appointed to fill out the 3-year term.  St. Theo’s has been a terrific partner in Christ for Redeemer Lutheran, both financially and spiritually and it’s only fitting that St. Theo’s would have a voice on our Council.  Welcome Anne!
In the Name of our Lord,

Jerry Brady

Council President

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

PROJECTED FINANCIAL STATUS

AUGUST 31, 2020

US BANK

We have received $9,166.34 in offerings in August, with all of our expenses covered, we have a projected bank balance of $8,037.07.

CONSTRUCTION BREAKDOWN

Hanover Insurance check
$47,512.76

12:24 Construction
$38,773.84

Hammond Organ
$697.68

McCormack Roofing 
$9,475.00

OCB
$7,180.79

Hanover Insurance check
$7,180.79

Balance of repairs not covered by insurance
($1,433.76)

Other repairs needed, but not covered by insurance

Deep cleaning of church
$1,200.00

Sealing and repair of basement wall
$3,200.00

Paint outside east wall 
$730.00

Paint outside south wall
$900.00

Paint outside west wall
$775.00
$8,238.76
PAYROLL PROTECTION PLAN SBA LOAN

Loan is for $7,745.00.  75% ($5,808.75) of this loan will be forgiven when we present documentation that we have used 75% ($5,808.75) on payroll and utilities.  The balance of $1,936.25 is a 1% loan, this part may also be forgiven completely, if qualified.  I have received a contact person from US Bank, but still unable to send in documentation.  This is because the government has not submitted the procedure to the banks.

THRIVENT

I deposited the Hanover Insurance check in the Thrivent Money Market hoping to earn some interest before we had to pay for the repairs needed for the church.  Unfortunately, we only earned 11 cents.  I chose to take the 11 cents out of Thrivent, so our balance in Thrivent is $7,420.37, which was the balance prior to the Hanover Insurance check deposit.
Respectfully submitted, Kay Pushman
CYCLE A – Year of Matthew

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST THROUGH ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
September 6, 2020 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Ezekiel 33:7-11

Psalm 119:33-40

Romans 13:8-14

Matthew 18:15-20

September 13, 2020 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 50:15-21

Psalm 103:1-13

Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 18:21-35

September 20, 2020 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Jonah 3:10—4:11

Psalm 145:1-8

Philippians 1:21-30

Matthew 20:1-16

September 27, 2020 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Psalm 25:1-9

Philippians 2:1-13

Matthew 21:23-32

October 4, 2020 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7

Psalm 80:7-15

Philippians 3:4-14

Matthew 21:33-46


October 11, 2020 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 25:1-9

Psalm 23

Philippians 4:1-9

Matthew 22:1-14
October 18, 2020 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 45:1-7

Psalm 96:1-13

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Matthew 22:15-22

October 25, 2020 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

Psalm 1

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Matthew 22:34-46

October 25, 2020 – Reformation Sunday

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 46

Romans 3:19-28

John 8:31-36

November 1, 2020 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Micah 3:5-12

Psalm 43

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13

Matthew 23:1-12
November 1, 2020 – All Saints Sunday

Revelation 7:9-17

Psalm 34:1-10, 22

1 John 3:1-3

Matthew 5:1-12

September 2020

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Generosity”


First look at the Gospels for September and you might think they are about forgiveness; and they are.  But they are also about generosity.  The first Sunday we have a lesson from Matthew 18:15-20.  It’s about how to deal with offenses by another.  First, talk to the person; then have others as witnesses and try again; then bring it to the larger community.  No one likes to be called on their (our) bad or offensive behavior.  They (we) get defensive; they (we) explain; they (we) rationalize.  It is the generous spirit that goes and talks one on one; brings a couple of others to support, if necessary; before broadcasting to the community.  It is the generous spirit that is willing to face the ire of another to prevent embarrassment to them.  This is the spirit of generosity and love that Jesus wants us to cultivate (remember last month: Jesus was all about being a planter of seeds!).

This first Sunday’s Gospel lesson ends with “Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.” (Mt. 18:19) This struck me as something to address.  Why, if this is true, does this pandemic continue?!?  Did Jesus lie?!?  Does the Father not listen?!?  Are we not asking enough?!?  The answer is “NO” to all three.  No, Jesus did not lie; no, the Father does listen; and no, we are asking.  As with all things, God is answering in His time.  Perhaps, He is answering in a way we are not expecting or a way we don’t want to hear; perhaps, He is giving us time to stop and listen rather than being constantly busy; perhaps, like all good parents do at times, He is keeping silent and letting us figure it out for ourselves.  I do not know the answer to why He does not miraculously make it all go away because, although made in the likeness and image of God, I do not have the mind of God.  But I do know that my faith tells me there is a purpose and that I need to trust in His plan for me and for the world; and pray!

The second Sunday has a Gospel lesson full of powerful images!  Jesus weary and Peter coming to ask just one more question; a slave being brought before his master; the relief that the slave had that his family and himself were not being sold AND that his debt was forgive; that same slave seizing another by the throat demanding payment; the fear and everything else that same slave went through when brought back into the presence of the master.  These images again bring forth the idea of generosity.  Jesus generously answering Peter’s question; the generosity of the master forgiving the debt; the lack of that same generosity by the slave; the revoking of the generosity given.  From this Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” comes to my mind.  This is how God is.  That forgiveness: not 7 times but 77 times; not you get what you give but running over; not grace because it is earned or merited but because it’s needed; love not because you loved first but because He cannot help but love.  God seems to have an issue, some days, with need and enough.  You say you need – God gives and keeps giving; He cannot reach enough because He is infinite – and that’s what He gives – the infinite.  Infinite love, grace, forgiveness, understanding but, as with this Gospel and with Luke, the expectation is that we are as generous as He is with our love, forgiveness, and understanding.

THAT’S NOT FAIR!!!  If you were ever a parent or hung around with children that phrase is at once one of the most feared and the most loved.  Loved because a child has realized that sometimes things are not fair and, we hope, will try to make thing fair in their dealings with others and feared because we want things to be fair.  The third Sunday’s Gospel is about generosity AND fairness.  This a parable told by Jesus of a landowner hiring laborers.  He begins the day and hires people to work in the vineyard at an agreed upon pay.  They go to work.  The landowner continues to hire throughout the day but note, there is no agreed upon price for the rest of the day’s workers, just that it would be “right”.  End of the day comes, and everyone is paid the same.  There is grumbling and complaining by the ones WHO HAD AGREED UPON THE DAY’S WAGE.  Possibly by others but it’s not stated.  Why: because they didn’t get more!  Generosity, by definition, is not “fair”.  It is: “showing a readiness to give more of something than is strictly necessary or expected”.  This is what we are called to do through our faith and our baptism.  To go beyond.  To do more.  To give more.  We are called to generosity.  A large portion of the reason for the call is because we have been given more.  If we call for fairness, then how can we ask for mercy?  Fairness would be death and the end.  The payment for sin is death.  We all sin.  Therefore, we all die.  BUT God is generous.  He sent Jesus, His own Son, to pay that debt of sin and through JESUS’S obedience and death, we received salvation and, through faith and baptism, became co-heirs of Heaven.  With this kind of generosity as an example, how can we complain about our little moments of unfairness or crow about our moments of generosity?

The last Sunday in September we have Jesus being questions by the chief priests and elders.  He answers with a question and then tells the parable of the two sons: the first says no but does what was asked; the second says yes to his father and doesn’t do what was asked.  Jesus ends by asking which had done the will of the father.  Everyone answered the first one did the will of the father.  There are a few points to ponder.  First, we presume that what we perceive as God’s will is what it really is and is what we do/did.  But … (you all knew that was coming!) how often do we use that phrase, “God’s Will” (usually when something bad happens, by the way)?  As with the parable that Jesus told, we all assume that the father’s will was that the sons went to the vineyard but was that truly the father’s will?  Maybe the father’s will was that his sons told him the truth of what would happen.  In that case, neither of them did the father’s will.  Or maybe they both did the father’s will because they answered honestly what their intention was at the time.  How can we know the mind of the father or God at any point?  We don’t.  We need to remember that God doesn’t need us.  In fact, God seems to work quite well all by himself and more often, despite us helping.  What we need to remember is that God ALLOWS us to be participants in His will.  He allows us to be generous with the gifts He gives us.  He allows us to be generous with His love and understanding.  He allows us to give back to Him what He first gave to us.  Note how Jesus ends this discourse: with a reminder that the tax collectors and prostitutes listened, believed, and changed and therefore are going into the kingdom of God ahead of those who, although they see themselves as righteous, are not.
October 2020

“Questions and Stories

“Danger, Will Robinson, Danger!” was never actually said by the Robot in the TV series Lost in Space, but that is essentially what Jesus is saying to the chief priests and the Pharisees.  Be aware of your own complacency and smugness with regard, especially, with faith and salvation.  How often do we hear Jesus bringing the chief priests, Pharisees, and others in power to task about their behavior?  This month’s Gospel lessons are full of a few things: The Kingdom of God is like…; the plotting of those in power to find a way to put Jesus to death; and the foreshadowing his own identity and death.  This week it is a vineyard owner who leases it to tenants (all people) but when it comes time for them to give the owner (God) his share, they beat and kill his messengers (the prophets).  Finally, he sends His Son (Jesus) and He was beaten and killed.  Jesus has the listeners fill in the ending – what will happen when the owner returns.  This question and answer when reflected upon should be a caution to all of us.  Just as the powerful could not depend on the fact they were Jewish nor that they were in power as a guarantee that they would enter the Kingdom, we being Christians do not get an automatic “fastpass”.  God gave us gifts that we are to use to build His Kingdom – what are we doing with them?  How confident are you about your place in the Kingdom?  And the next question, why?  If Jesus told this same story today, how would he address you?

Jesus continues warning the chief priests, Pharisees, and elders the second Sunday of October.  This time it’s the story of a King who was inviting people to his son’s wedding feast.  No one who was invited could come.  So, he sent servants out to get everyone they could find to come.  Even though it was a sudden invitation, the expectation was that everyone who came would be dressed appropriately.  The invitation to the Kingdom of God and the Heavenly Banquet is given to all; but that invitation should not be taken lightly – there are standards that need to be fulfilled.  Yes, redemption was freely given by Jesus on the cross.  Yes, you cannot do anything to earn redemption.  BUT we are called to act from that faith – for a faith without deeds is dead (James 2:26); and like Paul tells the people of Philippi, continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose (Phil. 2:12-13).  How are you answering the call of Jesus to the banquet?
“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's.” (Matt. 22:21) It seems that Jesus got out of another quagmire!  A quick bit of history to put this in context.  The Herodians supported the Roman ruler Herod Antipas over Israel and therefore would support the taxes imposed on them.  The Pharisees did not support Roman rule and apposed their taxes.  The Zealots opposed Roman rule to the point of insurrection and would have refused to pay the taxes.  If Jesus said pay the taxes, then he would be a Roman sympathizer.  If he said don’t pay, then he would be a subversive.  By answering this way, he made no commitment.  Rather, he put in perspective the relative importance of country and God.  God is the most important.  Country has value but is never more important than God.  We have responsibilities to follow the laws of the land or, if they are unjust, to work to change them.  We have a responsibility to cast informed votes in elections; to serve on a jury; to pay legal taxes; to, if necessary, defend the country in just war.  These are the responsibilities of citizenship and Jesus does not negate them.  Rather, he commits himself to the side of God.  Our faith and God’s law should inform our decisions on how we go about living our responsibilities of citizenship.  And, yes, there will be arguments, disagreements, and differences of opinion because each of us responds from our own faith journey; what we understand as our call.  What needs to be remembered: that other person is a person; is a child of God; and should be treated with respect.  Remember, God first – does He want you to say that?  Does He want you to use that language?  Does He want you to do that action?
This week we have The Great Commandment: “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matt. 22:37-39).  It is a continuation of the people in charge trying to trick Jesus into saying something they can charge him with.  Yet again, it did not work.  This commandment is the cornerstone of Jesus’s life.  He loves the Father with his whole being.  This love is the source and summit of his life.  But he is not selfish with that relationship.  It’s not just him and the Father.  That love is then shared through his actions, his compassion, forgiveness, mercy, and truth in relationship with others.  Many of us are good with that vertical love.  Me and God, we’re good.  We’re tight.  It’s when we come to that horizontal love of others that maybe, we’re not so good.  ANYTIME we qualify another person by externals we are not fulfilling the second part of the law.  When we make excuses: why we can exclude, treat as a lesser person, dehumanize, derogate, insult, or treat differently another person we are not fulfilling the second part of the law.  Please, look at your own life and weed out those moments and actions.  If we all could fulfill The Great Commandment, God’s Kingdom would truly be here.
The last Sunday of October is Reformation Sunday.  The Gospel lesson is always John 8:31-36.  In this Gospel lesson Jesus has already dealt with the powers that are trying to get him to say something either against the Romans or blasphemous, but they are failing.  At this point he turns to his followers and challenges them to look at how they are living their lives.  He speaks on slavery, sin, and freedom.  Freedom is a slippery word.  It can mean a multitude of different things to each person.  So, what do we do with Jesus’ words in John 8:31-36?  Frequently we react the same way the Jews who believed in him did.  We claim that we are free.  We claim that we are not slaves.  In fact, we too can claim to be descendants of Abraham!  But Jesus continues by defining slavery as living in sin.  But how is sin defined?  One definition is sin is self-centeredness, then those who are doing self-centered things become slaves to themselves -- their own wants and desires.  Often this is how people may understand freedom -- doing whatever I want to do.  But that definition of freedom is actually slavery to one's self.  Being set free means having our desires and centeredness turned away from ourselves.  Or we can define it as being slaves to our own fears or doubts or prides or you name it.  This is where we feel a need to prove my own worth or value.  Every person ever created has innate worth simply because God created them.  Or we can define it as a rejection of the truth about ourselves.  We stubbornly persist in the idea that we are fundamentally in control.  Surely our church-going and charitable giving and general all-around respectability is sufficient!  In this way of thinking, responsibility for our freedom rests with us.  But this negates John 8:36 for there we are told “if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  Apparently, we are not able to liberate ourselves.

Looking ahead, to Sunday, October 4th, we will have a blessing of the animals at 9:30 a.m.  This gives time to bless the animals and return them home before the 10:30 a.m. Service (or “Pick up Your Spirits, with Prayer and Communion” and return home if we are still outside!).  If you have no pet with you, or do not want to bring them, a picture can also be brought for the blessing.
we have distributed over 1,500 meals!🙏  This program is over but we still have a few meals left in the freezer.  Again, if you are in need of meals, please contact Pastor Lisa or call the Church at (562) 598-8697.  NO ONE should have to go hungry during this time!

In Memoriam

Please pray for the family and friends of

Chris Moore

June 9, 2020

Karen Merkel

July 24, 2020

Sara Gould

August 9, 2020

May they rest in the peace of Christ
We are planning to celebrate the lives of these dedicated ladies of the Lord in a Service when we reopen.

In the last newsletter we included a number of “return slips” and also gave out information about a Redeemer DVD lending program.  We are including a sampling of the over 300 titles available.  If you are interested in any of them, please contact Pastor Lisa about borrowing them.
100 Funniest Moments of the 20th Century
101 Dalmatians II
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
Air Bud
Aladdin
Alias Nick & Nora

The Thin Man
All the President's Men / 3 Days of the Condor
Alvin and the Chipmunks
Amadeus
Amazing Grace
American Graffiti
Amazing Adventure

Cary Grant
Anatomy of a Murder
The Animal Kingdom
Anne of Green Gables
Arsenic and Old Lace
The Artist
Auntie Mame

Rosalind Russell
The Aviator
Babe
Babette's Feast
Back to the Future (Trilogy)
Bachelor and the Bobby Soxer

Cary Grant, Myrna Loy, & Shirley Temple
Bambi
Bambi II
Beauty and the Beast (Live Action)
Beauty and the Beast (Animated)
Beauty and the Beast: Belle's Magical World
Because of Winn Dixie
Before Sunrise
Before Sunset
Begin Again
The Best of Doctor Seuss
The Best Years of Our Lives
Betty Boop
Betty White Collection
The Beverly Hillbillies- Disc 1
The Beverly Hillbillies- Disc 4
The BFG
The Black Cauldron
The Book Thief
Bolt
The Boys & Girl from County Clare
Brave
Bride Wars
Brigadoon
British Cinema Collection: 8 Acclaimed Films
Bulldog Drummond- Double Feature 1
Bulldog Drummond- Double Feature 2
Bye Bye Birdie
Candide
Capote
Cartoon Marathon
Casablanca
Cats & Dogs- Revenge of Kitty Galore
Charade
Charlie & the Chocolate Factory
Charlotte's Web
Chariots of Fire
Cheaper by the Dozen
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Chocolat
Christmas Classics- Beverly Hillbillies, etc.
Christmas Eve
Christopher Robin
Cinderella (Live Action)
Cinderella (Animated)
A Cinderella Story
Citizen Kane
Coco
Compulsion
Crossroads
Despicable Me
Destination Tokyo

Cary Grant
Dickensian
Dolphin Tale
Easy Virtue
Echoes of Creation
Edward Scissorhands
Eight Below
Elephant Man
Elf
Enchanted
Enchanted April
2

