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PASTOR’S CORNER

“Are YOU a Turtle?”

Dear Friends:

Some people say that a turtle cannot move forward without sticking its head out. The animal that God has gifted so well with a protective shall cannot function as God intended without taking a risk.

Jesus told the Parable of Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) to illustrate the effects and consequences of both faith and unbelief. The servants who trusted their master freely traded with his goods, knowing he would not condemn them, even if they failed. The servant who did not trust his master refused to do anything with his master’s goods. He failed to act, even on his own false opinion of his master. In the end, he was judged for his unbelief.

Jesus put Himself on the line for us. What’s more, His love moves us to “stick our neck out,” because He has revealed Himself to us in mercy and compassion. By His grace, we see our life as a gift from Him. He leads us to want to use all He has given us to advance His love into the lives of others. He frees us to see and grab opportunities to use what He has given us. In mercy, He also gives us the increase.



[image: image6.emf]

Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
dedicated disciples, Peter, because Jesus won’t change the Father’s plan.  How often do we look for the easy way rather than the way God wants us to go?


“Hush, grown-ups are talking!”  “Children are to be seen, not heard!”  How often as children did we hear either of those phrases?  How often as adult have we used those phrases?  Jesus asks us to take a look at how we treat those “under” us; those whom have less money, status, power, voice, and influence.  Are we even aware of them in our lives, in our community, in our church, in the world?  This can be looked at as a whole church issue but also as an individual issue.  We, as Christians, are the church and the church of Christ is a servant church.  We are to be the voice for the voiceless, power for the powerless; using our influence, status, and money to make the changes that are needed.

The last Sunday of September we are faced with a warning followed by a dire warning.  First, we are reminded that we are all in this thing called life together.  We may be of different faiths, live different lives, and approach problems differently but we ALL follow the same Lord and Savior.  Second, we are reminded that we need to watch OURSELVES.  Are we putting stumbling blocks in front of others or ourselves?  Are we doing what we should be or are we excusing ourselves because those are “them” and aren’t important?

This month, take a look at what the Father is calling you to do.  Even Jesus changed plans at times when it was appropriate.  It is time to look at how we treat other people: those who are less fortunate, poor, outside the system, or different from what we think they should be.  What does the Father want: Hearts that are loyal, faithful, and loving.

Your prayer might well be: Lord, help me believe Your goodness toward me and, thus freed by You, to see Your gifts and to use them for Your name’s sake. Amen.

[image: image7.emf]

Blessings!

PS: An update on some of our recent repair expenses: In round figures our flat roof was $20,000; our drain line was $4,000; and our sump pump floats were $1,000 for a total of $25,000. It is encouraging to see folks responding to this special need for funds beyond our regular offerings. We received a thousand-dollar contribution from a non-member, and gifts are coming in from as far away as the State of Washington. God be praised, and people thanked!

Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you need emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends of Redeemer:


I was an Episcopalian for a day!

After procrastinating for a spell on a promise I made to Rev. Lisa Rotchford of St. Theodore of Canterbury Episcopal Church (the fellow inhabitants of Redeemer’s Sanctuary).  I finally attended one of their Worship Services.  They meet at 12:15 p.m. every Sunday.


It was a wonderful experience.  They have a more Liturgical Service than we do.  It might not suit everyone as it did me.  I love the Liturgy, probably because of my Lutheran Missouri Synod background, but you should give it a try some Sunday (please, not all at once.)  Reverend Lisa has extended an open invitation to all of you, as we certainly extend to them.

Starting August 26, the Episcopalians have joined us in our coffee fellowship following our 10:30 a.m. Worship Service.  This is an effort to bring the two congregations closer in friendship and more united in the Worship and Praise of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  The ELCA and the Episcopal Church are officially in fellowship with one another.


Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Remember the Face of the Father”


What does God want?  Well, the first Sunday of September what He doesn’t want meaningless actions.  He wants hearts.  Hearts that are loyal, dedicated, faithful, and loving.

The second Sunday we are asked to think about unwanted fame and compassion vs mission.  What was Jesus called to do?  He was sent to the Israelites but occasionally in his travels he would met with people of other faith and from other areas.  Then the question comes: do they get the Good News, or is it ONLY for the Israelites?  Do they get a miracle or are they on the outside?  Jesus again works within the Spirit of the mission.  He allows his compassion for the people around him to guide his actions rather than the initial mission guidelines.  This is where we also should find our motivation for our actions – what is the compassionate thing to do, what is the loving thing to do; even when it might bring you unwanted fame or goes outside the “normal” of society.

The third Sunday of September finds Jesus speaking plainly to his disciples.  It reflects a similar conversation he had with them a few weeks ago (August 26 Gospel of John) and in both Peter answers for them all – you are the Messiah!  But it again leads to hard feeling and a difficulty of understanding.  Weeks ago, Jesus lost followers when he said that he was the Bread of Life and that his flesh needed to be eaten.  Here he is in danger of losing one of his most
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Altar Flowers for September
September 2nd:

Anita Smart in Honor of Her Anniversary.
September 9th:


Ron Robertson in Honor of Our Granddaughters Jocelyn and Charelene.


Ron Robertson in Honor of Grandparent’s Day.
September 16th:


Pastor Gil and Lavona Moore in Honor of Pastor’s Birthday.


Richard Stiitz in Memory of Aileen Garcia.

September 23rd:


Carmen Leslie in Loving Memory of My Mother.
September 30th:

Margo Geesing in Honor of Her Birthday
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.



In other news, we will once again be participating in the annual “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Program.  It will take place on Sunday, September 9 and Karen Merkel will return to preach on that Sunday on Pastor Gil’s monthly “Sunday off.”  In addition, Rev. David Berg will be our celebrant in October and we will have a “Laity Sunday” in November with Chris Moore delivering the Sermon and myself presiding in the Worship Service.


As you know, our roofing project has been completed as well as our plumbing replacement.  Now we have to find means to restore the funds that were used to pay for these.  Donations should be marked in a separate envelope marked “roofing” or “plumbing” as the offering is taken on Sunday.

In Jesus’ Name,

Jerry Brady


President
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
through the Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Newsletter Assembly

Beverly Dinning
Dee Sessa
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Alice Dokter

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

2nd:
Wendy Alfageme

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

9th:
Leslie Arrington

Phyllis Mackey

Alma Zamzow

16th:
Wendy Alfageme

Phyllis Mackey

Alma Zamzow

23rd:
Wendy Alfageme

Phyllis Mackey

Alma Zamzow

30th:
Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow


Acolyte

Carmen Leslie
Communion Assistant
Jerry Brady
Greeter

Alice Dokter
Reader

Violet Quist
Prayer Leader

Carol Costello
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Lynda Elmer

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


September 2, 2018 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

Psalm 15

James 1:17-27

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

September 9, 2018 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 35:4-7

Psalm 146

James 2:1-17

Mark 7:24-37

September 16, 2018 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 50:4-9

Psalm 116:1-9

James 3:1-12

Mark 8:27-38

September 23, 2018 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 11:18-20

Psalm 54

James 3:13—4:3, 7-8

Mark 9:30-37


September 30, 2018 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

Psalm 19:7-14

James 5:13-20

Mark 9:38-50

October 7, 2018 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 2:18-24

Psalm 8

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

Mark 10:2-16

October 14, 2018 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Psalm 90:12-17

Hebrews 4:12-16

Mark 10:17-31

October 21, 2018 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 53:4-12

Psalm 91:9-16

Hebrews 5:1-10

Mark 10:35-45

Global Mission Call ~~ 

[image: image11.emf]

Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, September 30th.

In August Flo talked about the ELCA World Hunger's Global Farm Challenge is a special initiative to raise more than $1 million to support the agricultural work of this ministry.  All gifts will be matched dollar for dollar up to $515,000. To donate, write a check to Redeemer and write “Global Farm” on the memo line.

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

The Outreach Team
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

September 25th at 2:00 pm!

[image: image12.wmf]“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!


Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: 

Lois Beatty, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Debbie Hugdahl, Ken and Mavis Lancaster, Betty Lucero, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Pastor Gil and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Kay and Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Lillian Smith, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, Joan Volden, and Martha Ziegler;

And Our Family Members and Friends: 

Laura Arnold, Roman Bently, Sally Blevins, Julie and Rich Carlson, Caren Condon, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Mary Matthews, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Charles Nieto, Ariel Perea, Matthew Shaffer, Gail Theodoseau, Garette Townson, Louise Wagner, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

July 31, 2018

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$11,879.00
$10,744.00
$1,135.00
Operating Expenses
$9,666.80
$10,744.00
$1,077.20
Variance
$2,212.20
$0.00
$2,212.20
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

July 31, 2018


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$70,411.00
$75,200.00
($4,789.00)

Operating Expenses
$73,741.87
$75,200.00
$1,458.13
Variance
($3,330.87)
$0.00
($3,330.87)
[image: image13.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


God’s Works.  Our Hands.

[image: image14.wmf]As we begin September, we will again be participating in the annual “God’s Works. Our Hands.” Program as we have done the last few years.  It will take place on Sunday, September 9, 2018.  Sunday, September 9th, is the annual “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday. Our work for God will be helping to feed the hungry. There are several things that you can do to help. One is to bring to church that day non-perishable food to be included in our gathering. Second is to tell your neighbors about our effort and ask if they would contribute. Collectors will be outside the church from 12 noon to 2:30 P.M. Items can be brought to the church either before worship or after worship. The food goes to the Orange County Food Bank where it will be distributed.  Thank you for your participation.
Everyone is encouraged to wear their yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands.” T-shirt that day.  If you do not have one, please pick one up on September 2nd or 9th at church.
CHOIR NEWS
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On September 2 the rehearsal time for our returning (and any new!) choir members is 9:00 a.m. Please remember you are also invited to join the choir as they return in September.  

[image: image16.wmf]BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda
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The Bible Study with Pastor Lynda is continuing to study the Book of Revelations on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Pastor Lynda says this is a very challenging book for everyone!  The class will bring an opportunity to everyone to gain an understanding of this often-misunderstood portion of Scripture. Come join us and bring a friend!  Bibles are available to borrow.
Pacifica Women of the ELCA

31st Annual Convention and Gathering

The Pacifica Women of the ELCA will be gathering on November 2nd and 3rd at Faith Lutheran church at 28200 Portsmouth Drive in Menifee, CA with the theme: “With God, all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).  You can check their website: pacificawomen.com or pick up a registration form from the bulletin board in the entryway.

Happy
[image: image19.jpg]God'’s work.
Our hands.



Birthday

September Birthdays

Maria Swift
September
2

Leslie Arrington
September
5

Jann Shaffer
September
5

Gil Moore
September
17

Winston Eakin
September
19

Tekeste Teclu
September
22

Carol Costello
September
23

Margo Geesing
September
24

Shirley Holland
September
25

Sylvia Makus
September
26

Kathy Aldstadt
September
29

September Anniversaries
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A quick note as we continue the year!  If we missed your birthday this year, please check with us to make sure we have a membership form on file from you.  This is where we get your birthday and anniversary information.  Thank you!

	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	2
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship

	3

	4
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours


	5
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

 
	6
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours


	7

	8

	9
10:30 am Worship Service

Karen Merkel - Preaching

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship
“God’s Works. Our Hands.” Collection
	10

	11
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

4:00 p.m. Interfaith Council Meeting

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE

	12
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	13
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

4:00 p.m. - SBHRC Devotions
	14
	15

	16
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	17

	18
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

NEWSLETTER PRINTED

	19
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	20
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours


	21
	22

	23
10:30 am Worship Service

Coffee Fellowship
	24

	25
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

NEWSLETTER MAILED

	26
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	27
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting


	28

	29

	30

10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship
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Phone: (562) 598 - 8697
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