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[image: image7.wmf]Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:


As most of you know we are currently in the process of determining who Redeemer’s next Pastor will be.  Nothing is official yet, but we are excited about a very possible candidate, as well as several other options.  Redeemer Lutheran Church of Leisure World will not be “calling” a new Pastor as most congregations do.  This is not a full-time position because of budget constraints.  We again will be on a contract basis with our new spiritual leader.  Pastor Gil Moore was on a contract basis, but amazingly did full time work while getting part time compensation.  Obviously being Pastor of Redeemer is an unusual position.  The leading candidate to date will fit in very nicely with our pastoral opening.

The Executive Committee is spearheading our search for a new shepherd.  The committee consists of myself, Vice-President Carmen Leslie, Secretary Dena Anderson, Treasurer Phyllis Mackey, and Finance Chairperson Kay Pushman.  We will keep you posted on new developments.


In the meantime, yes, we will still worship together every Sunday at 10:30 a.m.


We are so very fortunate to have extremely capable messengers of the word right here in our own backyard.  It is entirely possible that we will have a new Pastor by June (with the approval of the congregation).  For now, we have scheduled the following speakers to


Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene 
Church Staff

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
to the “right” charities?  Who can be forgiven by Jesus?  Try for this time of Easter to not judge others because of something we see or feel about them or because they are different.  Let’s try extending an open hand to others rather than a push away.


The third Sunday of May we are given a new commandment – to love one another.  It sounds easy.  Sure, it’s easy to love those who love you.  It’s fairly easy to love those who at least like us.  It gets a little more difficult when someone who doesn’t like us, or even hates us.  It’s even more difficult to love those we don’t even like.  So, how can Jesus want us to do that?  The answer is, he did it so of course he thinks we can do it too!  He was glorified in the cross where he forgave those who put him there.  He only asks us to do as he did.  Now it’s time for us to try doing the same.  You know there’s someone that either doesn’t like you or you don’t like.  Take a moment and at least pray for them.  Forgive them, even if they haven’t asked for it.  Let go of that hate and anger.  Not easy but do it consciously.  Now do it again.  And again.  Pray for them every day.  Make that first step to truly love everyone.


The last Sunday of May we have two possible Gospels.  The first one is a call to peace and the promise of the Advocate.  This peace that Jesus offers isn’t the same as the peace that the world thinks of, it’s the peace that Jesus offers – an inner peace; that quiet, calm place inside ourselves where we should reside.  The second Gospel is one about healing.  The odd thing is that, when Jesus offers healing rather than saying yes, the man just goes through a litany of why he hasn’t been healed!  How often do we do that?  Rather than answering the question, or asking for what we need – we do our own litany of the difficulties we’ve gone through or our own hurts.  We don’t get to the point!  For the next period of time, let us be honest.  Let us be open to ask for what we need or want rather than beating around the bush.  Be honest with others and with ourselves.


occupy our pulpit during the month of May:

Sunday, May 5
Pastor Lynda Elmer


Sunday, May 12
Pastor Lisa Rotchford


Sunday, May 19
Pastor Lisa Rotchford


Sunday, May 26
Karen Merkel


What a sad yet joyous day it was on Sunday, April 28 when our beloved Pastor Gil Moore preached his farewell sermon.  For over 16 years he has faithfully served his Lord and his congregation.  He plans to remain a member of our congregation along with Lavona, but only as a worshiper sitting in the pews, not in any official position.  I am hoping we can persuade him to be a guest preacher once in a while.  We wish him the very best in his retirement!

Two of our new members, Karen Ford and Brian Holland, will represent Redeemer at the Pacifica Synod Assembly May 10 and 11 at Hope Lutheran Church in Palm Desert.  They will report on this event in next month’s newsletter.

The Church Council and myself ask that you would pray for us as we endeavor to secure a new leader.  Help us, Lord, as we seek to strengthen Redeemer Lutheran Church for many years to come.

In Jesus Name,

Jerry Brady

President

OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

March 31, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$9,680.50
$10,744.00
($1,063.50)

Operating Expenses
$12,307.61
$10,744.00
($1,563.61)

Variance
($2,627.11)
$0.00
($2,627.11)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

March 31, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$29,803.32
$32,121.00
($2,317.68)

Operating Expenses
$36,102.81
$32,121.00
($3,981.81)

Variance
($6,299.49)
$0.00
($6,299.49)
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Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“We are an Easter People – 

Welcome to the “Time of Easter””


Lent is done.  The Three Days is done.  Easter itself is done.  Is it time to relax yet?!?  Nope.  Not with Jesus, there’s always more to do.


The first Sunday in May we have a fish fry on the beach with Jesus.  Oddly enough, we seem to be going back to the beginning.  Again, we come upon the disciples going fishing.  Jesus, again, tells them to cast their nets on the right side of the boat and they, again, get a great haul.  Peter, again, jumps into the water to go to the Lord.  Jesus, again, feeds them with fish and loaves of bread.  As you can see, we are back to the beginning.  And our own beginnings of faith.  We jump into the water with Peter (baptism); we eat the bread (Holy Communion).  And, finally, Jesus calls us, just as he does Peter, to realign ourselves to him when we go astray and deny him.  And just as he allows Peter to be forgiven, he also forgives us.  Jesus also calls us to feed his lambs, tend his sheep, feed his sheep every day in our lives.  How are you fulfilling Jesus’ call to feed and tend others in your own life?


The second Sunday of May we continue in the sheep motif and Jesus’ identity as the Good Shepherd.  As the Good Shepherd, he protects his sheep (us) from those who would try to snatch us away.  The problem is that more often WE are the ones who walk away from HIM or put obstacles in the way of ourselves or others.  How many times do we argue who is the better “Christian” based on what faith they are?  How they worship?  Who is the bigger “sinner”?  Who has given the most
[image: image9.wmf]Altar Flowers for May
May 5th:

Kathy Aldstadt in honor of My Daughter’s Birthday.
May 12th:


Sandy Langdale in Memory of My Mother.
May 19th:


Christa Diesslin in Memory of Charles Diesslin.
May 26th:


Alice Dokter in Memory of My Husband, Ralph.
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.
If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.


Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let him know as you leave services and he will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

Our Members: Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Barbara LaBoyteaux, Ken Lancaster, Lillian Linker, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Kay and Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Lillian Smith, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Barbara and Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Roman Bently, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, David Dokter, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Dave Kozycz, Mary Lanza, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Mary Matthews, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Sgt. Pat Oglesbee, Ariel Perea, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace.
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Third Sunday of Easter
through the Pentecost Day
Newsletter Assembly

Alice Dokter

Dee Sessa

Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Alice Dokter

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

5th:
Flo Nesland
Richard Riley

Alma Zamzow

12th:
Wendy Alfageme

Alma Zamzow
19th:
Flo Nesland

Richard Riley

Alma Zamzow

26th:
Wendy Alfageme

Phyllis Mackey
Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Carmen Leslie
Communion Assistant
Jerry Brady
Greeter

Terry Durham
Reader

Karen Merkel
Prayer Leader

Larry Norlander
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Dondi Buchrucker

Lynda Elmer

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


May 5, 2019 – 3rd Sunday of Easter

Acts 9:1-20

Psalm 30

Revelation 5:11-14

John 21:1-19

May 12, 2019 – 4th Sunday of Easter

Acts 9:36-43

Psalm 23

Revelation 7:9-17

John 10:22-30

May 19, 2019 – 5th Sunday of Easter

Acts 11:1-18

Psalm 148

Revelation 21:1-6

John 13:31-35

May 26, 2019 – 6th Sunday of Easter

Acts 16:9-15

Psalm 67

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9


May 30, 2019 – Ascension of Our Lord

Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47

Psalm 93 (Alternate)

Ephesians 1:15-23

Luke 24:44-53

June 2, 2019 – Seventh Sunday of Easter

Acts 16:16-34

Psalm 97

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

John 17:20-26

June 9, 2019 – Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9

Psalm 104:24-34, 35

Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21

John 14:8-27

DISASTER RELIEF

Designated Gifts, to a specific response must be noted, will be used in full -- 100 percent -- to help disaster survivors clean-up, rebuild and recover.  Donations given “Where Needed Most” help to respond immediately and effectively where it is needed most. If you give cash or check, on offering envelope write “Disaster Relief” If you give by check make it out to Redeemer Lutheran Church and placing it in the offering plate.  Or if you wish you can send a check directly to: ELCA Disaster Response 39330 Treasury Center; Chicago, IL 60694-9300.  Or donate online at: http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response.aspx
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Thank you to those who have been turning in your Education Labels!

[image: image12.emf]

Box Tops go directly to the Navajo Mission.  They can be found on more than 100 different General Mills products.  They do have an expiration date, so be sure to turn them in with time to send them to the Mission!  These labels generate points that turn into dollars!
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CONTINUING FUNDRAISER AND ENVIRONMENTAL CARE

Thank you to those who have been turning in your used ink cartridges!

We have an ongoing collection of used ink cartridges and cell phones.  Please bring them with you when you come to church and place them in the box in the Conference Room!
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Birthday[image: image17.jpg]



May Birthdays

Sara Gould
May  3

Richard Stiitz
May  5

Violet Quist
May  6

Linda Peters
May 10

Olga Hernandez
May 12

Helyn Edwards
May 15

Elizabeth Deyan
May 15

Julia Langevin
May 28

May Anniversaries

Linda Wilson
May  5

Mike and Margo Geesing
May 25
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In Memoriam

Please pray for the family and friends of
Lois Beatty
February 20, 1921 to April 10, 2019
May she rest in the peace of Christ
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BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda
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Pastor Lynda's Bible Study is studying the Letters to the Romans on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Come join us and see how these letters written centuries ago are applicable today.  Bring a friend, or a few, there is always room for more around the table.  Bibles are available if you need one.
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Global Mission Call ~~ 

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

Our next Mission Moment is May 26th.

The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

May 28th at 2:00 p.m.!


“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!

32nd Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly – May 10-11, 2019

“Oh Lord, Open my Ears:

Listening for God While Listening to Others”
The 2019 Pacifica Synod Assembly will meet at Hope Lutheran in Palm Desert for a two-day assembly on May 10 and 11, 2019.  The theme for this year's Assembly is “Oh Lord, Open my Ears: Listening for God While Listening to Others”.  We are blessed with two new members volunteering as delegates: Karen Ford and Brian Holland.
As is our tradition, we invite members to bake and bring donations of cookies for the hospitality room at the assembly. These baked goods sustain our voting members and guests throughout our time together. Thank you for your faithful baking!  Those able to supply cookies, please bring them to church on Sunday, May 5, or Tuesday, May 7, or to Bible class on May 8.





New Member Welcome

New members Nancy Anderson, Christa Diessen, Karen Ford, Brian Holland, and Rose Kroll were welcomed on Palm Sunday, April 14.  Be sure to stop and say hello when you see them at Church or at coffee fellowship.


Navigating through Grief

by Optimal Hospice Program

Chaplain David Berg has been holding a Navigating through Grief sessions in the conference room on Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. going through May 28.  Please feel free to join us as we look at ways to deal with the loss of a loved one whether it was recent or a while ago.  We all grieve differently and the pain of lose continues.  Talking about it helps and knowing that others share that pain can be a support.

	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	1
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	2
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Navigating through Grief

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	3

	4

	5
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Pastor Lynda Elmer Presiding

Coffee Fellowship

Cookies for the Synod Assembly can be brought
	6
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	7
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
Cookies for the Synod Assembly can be brought
	8
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study
Cookies for the Synod Assembly can be brought
	9
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Navigating through Grief

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	10
SYNOD ASSEMBLY
	11
SYNOD ASSEMBLY

	12
MOTHER’S DAY

10:30 am Worship Service

Pastor Lisa Rotchford Presiding

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship

	13
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	14
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

4:00 p.m. – InterFaith Council Meeting

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	15
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	16
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Navigating through Grief

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

10:00 a.m. – SBHRC Devotions
	17

	18

	19
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Pastor Lisa Rotchford Presiding

Coffee Fellowship
	20
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	21
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	22
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	23
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Navigating through Grief

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	24
	25

	26
10:30 am Worship Service

Karen Merkel Preaching

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship
	27
MEMORIAL DAY

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	28
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER MAILED


	29
	30
	31
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