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PASTOR’S CORNER

“Laughing in Love”

Dear Friends:


This is May and we naturally think of Mother’s Day. One of the more intriguing accounts of a mother in the Bible is that of Sarah which we find in Genesis chapter 21. As you probably know she gave birth when she was quite elderly. And when God announced to her that she was to have a child in her old age, she laughed (check it out in verse 6).

Sarah laughed. Wouldn’t you? It seemed completely out of the question. But as we have seen so many times before, God is not bound by precedent! He made the pregnancy happen, even though it sounded ridiculous to Sarah at first. Sarah eventually trusted God’s promise, and she gave birth to a son named Isaac, which means “laughter.”

Laughter is one of the greatest gifts God has given to us to make it through this often difficult and confusing life. Laughter lightens our spirits and brightens our outlook on things. Each day is filled with happy coincidences, unusual circumstances, or unexpected situations that make us chuckle and even guffaw.
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Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck

Happy Baptism Day!  It is Pentecost and the baptism of the Church with the Holy Spirit.  Jesus made a promise to send the Advocate and the Advocate is a guide to truth.  At our own baptism we received the Holy Spirit and were baptized into the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.  So, also the Church.  It was born again with the Spirit as the guide.  Later we hear how the disciples lost their fear and went and preached as guided by the Spirit.  In your life, do you hear the guidance of the Spirit?  In the second Lesson from Romans we are promised through the Holy Spirit first fruit of eternal life, we were given hope.  The Holy Spirit also intercedes for us with the Father.  Take a moment and listen to the call of the Holy Spirit in your own life.

Ever do those seek and find puzzles?  Or optical illusions?  Or even a good painting or movie that you find something new every time you look at it?  The Holy Trinity is like that.  The more we look at Them, the more we see, the more we discover we don’t know about Them.  You know, that’s OK!  It’s the way it is meant to be.  The Holy Trinity is a mystery.  They are perfect love.  As science progresses there is less and less mystery in life.  This is one that we can spend our entire lives looking at and studying and still not fully understand.  The Trinity doesn’t need us but we need Them.  The Trinity is the perfect community – they work together inwardly in perfect relationship with one another but they also work outwardly in relationship to the world.  We as a community strive to reach this example – to tend to the inward life of our community in prayer and support of one another in word and action; and to the outward life of the world by service, preaching, and caring for others.
This month, look at chances to live in the Holy Trinity and reflect Their love in your everyday life.  Take time for prayer and include others in those prayers.



God has His own way of putting these little surprises in our path to make us realize that He is in control, not us. He makes things happen that we could never imagine for ourselves. Our lives are made richer and more vibrant because He has made us laugh. God has made us laugh most of all at the devil’s schemes because on the cross His Son won the battle against the evil one and brought us salvation.

In a remarkable way, therefore, our laughter can reveal to all how much we love and trust our God.

Happy Mother’s Day, and much laughter,

[image: image7.emf]


PS: You will note that the flowers for May 6 are from Marion Fraide who is now a member of the Church Triumphant. Our thoughts of her are couched in the love of Christ for her and the gift she now has to be His presence.
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:


Among the topics of discussion at our recent Council meeting were having our roof recovered on the Sanctuary, the removal and stump grinding of two juniper trees on the east side of the Church, and the ever-continuing problem of how to make our Worship Services cooler and more comfortable in the upcoming summer months.  These are obviously pretty expensive in some cases.  We will keep you posted on our progress.

So far, our planned program to give Pastor Gil Moore one Sunday off per month to “ease his work load” has been pretty much successful.  In March, Karen Merkel preached in his place, and April saw Pastor Lynda Elmer occupy the pulpit.  We will have a variety of other guests in the upcoming months with Rev. David Berg preaching in Mary and Rev. Lisa Rotchford of St. Theodore Episcopal Church as our guest speaker in June.  Rumor has it that Pastor Gil and Lavona really enjoyed renewing old acquaintances last month as they visited one of their previous congregations for Sunday service.

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Love and Prayer”


How can we be commanded to love?  Isn’t it an inexplicable feeling?  Or is it a choice?  Or can it be looked at as obedience, service, and loyalty?  Jesus commands that his followers love one another.  He uses himself as an example of this love, “…just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” (John 15:10-11).  And note his use of the word joy.  There is a joy in choosing to love another.  In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul reminds the Christians what it means to love (he also did this with in Romans 13:8-14 but the Corinthian’s one is more rememberable).  Love is a choice.

Jesus prayed.  He didn’t pray for himself but rather for his followers, throughout time, on the night before his death.  He didn’t pray for long and easy life for them although he loved them.  Rather he prayed for their unity.  Not a “we’re all the same” unity but a unity of purpose, a wholeness together.  He prayed for their protection.  Not from the everyday hurts, trials, and tribulations but from the evil one.  He prayed for them to have joy.  Not the “I got a present” type of joy but joy in living in him.  He prayed for them to know truth.  To know that Jesus was with the Father.  That Jesus’ word was true.  How often when we pray do we pray for others?  Just on Sunday?  How often do we pray “the laundry list” of things we want from God?  Do we remember to thank God for all that He has given us?  Do we pray for our own unity in our families, community, nation, and the world?
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Altar Flowers for May
May 6th:

Marion Fraide in Memory of All My Loved Ones.
May 13th:


Sandra Langdale in Honor of My Mother’s 99th Birthday.

Sandra Langdale in Honor of All Mothers.
May 20th:


Pastor Gil and Lavona in Honor of Chris’s Birthday.
May 27th:


Barbara Dykman in Honor of Our 50th Anniversary.
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.



We are having meetings to “divvy up” some of the chores that Pastor Gil has been doing (again to ease his work load).  I will try to keep you updated on this.

As our Church Council member, Marion Fraide, joined the Church Triumphant recently, we have a slot to fill on the Council.  According to Redeemer’s By-laws, this will be filled by appointment by the Church Council.  Marion had just been elected so this appointment will be for the full three-year term.


The Pacifica Synod Assembly will be held this month at Hope Lutheran Church in Palm Desert.  Carol and Mickey Costello will serve as Redeemer’s delegates.

Praise the Lord!

Jerry Brady


President
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Sixth Sunday of Easter
through the Third Sunday after Pentecost
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Christa Diesslin

Alice Dokter

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Maria Swift

Financial Team

6th:
Leslie Arrington
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

13th:
Wendy Alfageme

Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow
20th:
Wendy Alfageme
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

27th:
Leslie Arrington

Phyllis Mackey

Alma Zamzow
Acolyte

Carmen Leslie

Communion Assistant
Jerry Brady
Greeter

Anita Smart
Reader

Pastor Lynda Elmer
Prayer Leader

Shirley Reimers
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Charles Cullimore

Joan Cullimore

Lynda Elmer

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Chris Moore

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


May 6, 2018 – Sixth Sunday of Easter

Acts 10:44-48

Psalm 98

1 John 5:1-6

John 15:9-17

May 10, 2018 – Ascension of Our Lord

Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47

Psalm 93 (Alternate)

Ephesians 1:15-23

Luke 24:44-53

May 13, 2018 – Seventh Sunday of Easter

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

Psalm 1

1 John 5:9-13

John 17:6-19

May 19, 2018 – Vigil of Pentecost
Exodus 19:1-9

Acts 2:1-11 (Alternate)

Psalm 33:12-22

Psalm 130 (Alternate)

Romans 8:14-17, 22-27

John 7:37-39

May 20, 2018 – Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Alternate)

Psalm 104:24-34, 35
Romans 8:22-27

Acts 2:1-21 (Alternate)

John 15:26-27; 16:4-15

May 27, 2018 – The Holy Trinity
Isaiah 6:1-8

Psalm 29

Romans 8:12-17

John 3:1-17
June 3, 2018 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost

Deuteronomy 5:12-15

Psalm 81:1-10

2 Corinthians 4:5-12

Mark 2:23—3:6

June 10, 2018 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 3:8-15

Psalm 130

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1

Mark 3:20-35
31st Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly – 

May 18 to 19, 2018
As is our tradition, we invite members to bake and bring donations of cookies for the hospitality room at the assembly. These baked goods sustain our voting members and guests throughout our time together. Thank you for your faithful baking!  Those able to supply some bring them to church on Sunday, May 13, or Tuesday, May 15, or to Bible class on May 16.
Thank you to our delegates: Carol and Mickey Costello for volunteering for this duty.
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Global Mission Call ~~ 

Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, May 27th.

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.
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The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

May 22nd at 2:00 pm!

“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!


Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members:
Bea Bander, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Bob Edwards, Helyn Edwards, Bob Farrier, Lucy Fitch, Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Charles Holland, Debbie Hugdahl, Ken and Mavis Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Glen Massingill, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Christine Osterberg, Kay and Jim Pushman, Linda Robertson, Lillian Smith, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, Joan Volden, and Martha Ziegler;

And Our Family Members and Friends:
Laura Arnold, Jeffery Belanger, Roman Bently, Caren Condon, Mary Dokter, Maxine Durante, Loretta Gilbert, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Jessica Mackner, Mary Matthews, George Massingill, Ethan Millerick, Joyce Rettela, Matthew Shaffer, and Garette Townson.  

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

[image: image13.wmf]OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

March 31, 2018

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$11,336.00
$10,744.00
$592.00
Operating Expenses
$12,479.70
$10,744.00
($1,735.70)
Variance
($1,143.70)
$0.00
($1,143.70)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

March 31, 2018


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$30,899.00
$32,232.00
($1,333.00)

Operating Expenses
$35,448.51
$32,232.00
($3,216.51)
Variance
($3,405.81)
$0.00
($4,549.51)
[image: image14.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 



[image: image15.wmf]In Memoriam

Please pray for the 
family and friends of
Marion Fraide
May 4, 1932 to March 26, 2018
Jim Gay

August 12, 1925 to March 30, 2018

Bob Shiller

June 17, 1950 to April 10, 2018

May they rest in the peace of Christ
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BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

[image: image17.wmf]The Bible Study with Pastor Lynda is studying “Luther’s Small Catechism: from Bible to Applying it to the 21st Century” on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Pastor Lynda says this one is going to go slowly so everyone can come to see how Luther’s Small Catechism is Bible based and how our faith can come alive through our understanding of it.  Come and bring a friend!  Bibles are available to borrow.

Happy
[image: image18.wmf]Birthday

May Birthdays

Sara Gould
May
3

Richard Stiitz
May
5

Violet Quist
May
6

Glenn Massingill
May
7

Linda Peters
May
10

Olga Hernandez
May
12

Helyn Edwards
May
15

Elizabeth Deyan
May
23

Julia Langevin
May
28

May Anniversaries

Linda Wilson
May
5

Mike and Margo Geesing
May
25

[image: image19.png]In Memoriam

Bevesly L. Hansen

May 26, 2018 at 3pm

Ac Covennt Presbyrerian.
607 E. 34 Stseer, Long Beach CA 90802

~

Featuring Requieen for the Living by Dan Foseest (b 1978)
Chosen by Beverly
Performed by the combined choiss of
The Luthersn Chusch of the Maste, disector David Yosk,
And the Coreasas Chois,dirsctor Petr Bates

AGO sponsored ceception to follow in the Fissid Room.
Offecings played on Beverly's piano
oy Masgasec Asamstzong, Dolly loles, and Robest Yosk.




A quick note as we continue the year!  If we missed your birthday this year, please check with us to make sure we have a membership form on file from you.  This is where we get your birthday and anniversary information.  Thank you!


	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	1
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	2
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	3
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	4
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Grief Support Group
	5
CINCO DE MAYO

	6
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	7
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	8
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

4:00 p.m. Interfaith Council Meeting

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	9
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

 
	10
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	11
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Grief Support Group
	12


	13
MOTHER’S DAY

10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship
	14
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	15
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	16
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	17
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
4:00 p.m. -  SBHRC Devotions
	18
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Grief Support Group

PACIFICA SYNOD ASSEMBLY

PASTOR GONE
	19
PACIFICA SYNOD ASSEMBLY

PASTOR GONE

	20
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	21
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	22
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER MAILED
	23
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	24
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	25
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Grief Support Group
	26
3:00 p.m. – 
Memorial for Beverly Hansen
at Covenant Presbyterian Church

607 E. 3rd Street, Long Beach

	27
10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship 


	28
MEMORIAL DAY

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	29
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	30
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	31
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
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