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PASTOR’S CORNER
“Patience, People”

Dear Friends:

Do you often find your patience being tested? As many of you know my wife, Lavona, fell following our Easter worship. The paramedics responded promptly, and then we arrived in crowded emergency room -- patience was tested.

One time a father was shopping for groceries with his little son strapped into the seat of the cart. The little one became irritable and fussy, begging for candy and other goodies. The calm father continued down the aisle saying, "Just be calm, Donald. We are almost done. It will be alright, Donald."

That's when a lady passed their cart and commented on how patient and calm the father was with his son. She then leaned down to the young boy and said, "You are a good little boy, Donald. Just hang in there!" The father replied: "No! That's Henry. I'm Donald."

Most of us struggle with patience. Even in the church we struggle with it when things don't get done as quickly as we would like. Yet when we look to the cross of Jesus 


[image: image4.emf]

Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
same boat with Thomas.  We all have that vague idea about the final goal of being with Jesus – our happy ending.  Jesus is telling us that we don’t need to focus on the final goal, just take the journey.  If the final goal is Jesus then we need to take Jesus all the way to Jesus – He will make sure we get there!


Third Sunday we have new definitions for words we use commonly that give us new directions.  The word COMMANDMENT now means LOVE.  Don’t blame me – talk to Jesus!  He also promises us an Advocate [the Holy Spirit].  Advocate: one who pleads for or in behalf of another; intercessor.  Jesus states that if you love him, you will show this love by following his commandment.  What was Jesus’ commandment? Love one another.  He promised that he would not leave us orphaned!  This is also the core of the Ten Commandments, the eight Beatitudes, and our works of mercy.

The final Sunday in May Jesus prays for protection for all those whom He has been entrusted.  He prayed not for the absence of problems or harm but rather for protection of their faith in him, in his teachings, and in the promise of eternal life; and by extension in the Father.  He prays that they will remain obedient and faithful especially through challenges to their faith, evil times, and suffering.  Again, this is a counter-cultural way of thinking – if it’s hard, give it up.

This month let’s work on those directions.  God always allows “U” Turns or any other kind of turn you need to make.  Look at who you are listening to and what is being said.  Are your conversations uplifting or putting down?  Are they truth that needs to be said or gossip?  Are you following Jesus as the way or the world, or blazing your own path to wherever?  Are you loving to others or are there “orphans” in your life [those who don’t fit in because of politics, economics, sexuality, theology, race, language, or whatever divisive factor]?  And finally, are we praying for ourselves and one another?  Are we helping those who are facing spiritual or other problems?  Are we strengthening each other in faith?

Christ, we begin to understand just how patient God has been with us. In spite of our sins, He cares for us through Jesus, our Savior. God's grace in Christ enables us to place our trust in Him to know that His timing is always better than ours. God grants us patience with Him as we wait on Him. He also gives us grace to be patient and loving with others, remembering that just as the Lord is not finished with us, He is also still working in the hearts and lives of others.
“Be patient, therefore, brothers 

until the coming of the Lord” -- James 5:7

May that gift be yours,
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PS: Margo has a great article at the end of this Newsletter that deals with the directions of lives can take.
PPS: Happy Mother's Day!

Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Cedric Elmer and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:


In this May 2017 letter, we will review how the music for the weekly Services has grown. Besides the addition of periodic piano duets played by Lynda and me, Sharon Heck, organist, and I are performing organ and piano duets. But there is more. Following the receipt of a large contribution, Redeemer has purchased a 25-note set of chimes. During the 2016 Advent season, several choir members volunteered to prepare and perform carols of the season.


After a short break, more volunteers assembled in March, 2017 to begin practice of some hymns that were performed during the first three Sundays in April. These included “My Faith Looks Up To Thee,” “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” and “The Day of Resurrection.” The hymns were performed in two-part harmony.


After a break, the chime choir volunteers will again assemble in mid-June to prepare a new addition to our Sunday services to be performed 

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing
“Directions, Directions, Directions”

We are in the Easter Season of the Church, spring is coming, people may be getting ready to plan trips for the summer, and we all need directions.  The Gospel lessons for May are all from the Gospel of John and include some of the more memorable moments from that Gospel.  We are beginning with Jesus as the gate for the sheep; then the reminder that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life; followed by Jesus telling his disciples that to love him is to keep the commandments; and we end the month with Jesus praying for his followers.  This month we are looking at a few ways that Jesus gave his followers directions.  Directions on who to listen to, how to act, how to gain eternal life, how to treat others, and how to pray.

The first Sunday of May we hear the Gospel lesson that, time wise, occurs right after the story of the healing of the blind man that we heard on the fourth Sunday of Lent.  That Gospel lesson calls us to open our eyes; to look around and see Him.  This one immediately follows and is focused on Jesus’ voice.  His is the voice that we should be listening to.  It’s like when we were young, there was the Voice [dad, mom, teacher] that immediately commanded attention – this is where ours should be focused – on the voice of Jesus; not on what the world is telling us is right and good.


The second week we do a time warp and are at the Last Supper again.  He goes on this long discourse about going to prepare a place for them all; that they know the way!  When questioned by our friend Thomas He doesn’t actually give directions – He simply states that He is the way, the truth, and the life!  I can almost hear Thomas looking at him and thinking, thanks a lot; that makes no sense!  How are we supposed to get there if we don’t know where we are going!?  We all are in the 
DISASTER RELIEF

Gifts designated to a specific response will be used in full -- 100 percent -- to help disaster survivors clean-up, rebuild and recover.  Donations given “Where Needed Most” help to respond immediately and effectively where it is needed most. If you give cash or check, on offering envelope write “Disaster Relief” If you give by check make it out to Redeemer Lutheran Church and placing it in the offering plate.  Or if you wish you can send a check directly to: ELCA Disaster Response 39330 Treasury Center; Chicago, IL 60694-9300.  Or donate online at: http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response.aspx
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CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS

Thank you to those who have been turning in your labels!

As an ongoing service project we are collecting Campbell Soup Labels to be sent to the Solheim Home in Los Angeles, CA.  They will send them to the Navajo Indians in Arizona.  The labels are used in many ways to get needed items.  The program now only requires the UPC Bar Code Label.  A marked canister is in the Entryway.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Thank you to those who have been turning in your Education Labels!
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Box Tops go directly to the Navajo Mission.  They can be found on more than a 100 different General Mills products.  They do have an expiration date, so be sure to turn them in with time to send them to the Mission!  These labels generate points that turn into dollars!
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CONTINUING FUNDRAISER AND ENVIRONMENTAL CARE

Thank you to those who have been turning in your used ink cartridges!

We have an ongoing collection of used ink cartridges and cell phones.  Please bring them with you when you come to church and place them in the box in the Conference Room!


during the months of July and August when the vocal choir is on summer leave. 


My thanks to all the following who have attended the weekly rehearsals and performed in the Advent, Lenten and Easter Services: 


Beverly Anderson
Lynda Elmer


Sharon Heck
Debbie Hugdahl


Sara Lee
Chris Moore


Kay Pushman
Violet Quist 

Cedric Elmer
President and Chime Choir Director 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH

Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Fourth Sunday of Easter
through Day of Pentecost
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Beverly Dinning

Lottie Dolby

Sara Gould

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

7th:
Barbara Dykman

Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

14th:
Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

21st:
Wendy Alfageme
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

28th:
Barbara Dykman
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Sylvia Makus (7 & 21)

Carmen Leslie (14 & 28)
Communion Assistant
Carmen Leslie

Greeters

Shirlene Bradrick
Alma Zamzow
Reader

Pastor Lynda Elmer
Prayer Leader

Jerry Brady
Ushers
Shirlene Bradrick

Phyllis Mackey

Barbara Schuyler

Maria Swift

Choir
Beverly Anderson

Charles Cullimore

Joan Cullimore

Lynda Elmer

John Graber

Debbie Hugdahl

Julia Langevin

Sara Lee

Nancy Luebben

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


May 7, 2017 – Fourth Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:42-47

Psalm 23

1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10:1-10

May 14, 2017 – Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 7:55-60

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14

May 21, 2017 – Sixth Sunday of Easter

Acts 17:22-31

Psalm 66:8-20

1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21

May 25, 2017 – Ascension of Our Lord

Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47

Psalm 93 (Alternate)

Ephesians 1:15-23

Luke 24:44-53


May 28, 2017 – Seventh Sunday of Easter

Acts 1:6-14

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

John 17:1-11

June 3, 2017 – Vigil of Pentecost
Exodus 19:1-9a

Acts 2:1-11 (Alternate)

Psalm 33:12-22

Psalm 130 (Alternate)

Romans 8:14-17, 22-27

John 7:37-39

June 4, 2017 – Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21

Numbers 11:24-30 (Alternate)

Psalm 104:24-34, 35

1 Corinthians 12:3-13

Acts 2:1-21 (Alternate)

John 20:19-23

John 7:37-39 (Alternate)

[image: image11.wmf]Altar Flowers for May
May 7th:

Mary Kay Bishop in Memory of My Mom, Irene Hansen. (2)
May 14th:

Sandy Langdale in Honor of My Mother’s 98th Birthday. (2)
May 21st:


Open.
May 28th:


Marion Fraide in Memory of Cynthia Luff. (2)
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.

Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Wendy Alfageme, Dena Anderson, Shirley Anderson, Bea Bander, Russ Cullimore, Lottie Dolby, Patti Drumm, Bob Edwards, Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Don Gramly, Christine Hughes, Geri Lein, Nancy Luebben, Dody Lynch, Phyllis Mackey, Glen Massingill, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Christine Osterberg, Jim Pushman, Shirley Reimers, Lillian Smith, Nina Smith, Richard Stiitz, Juanita Townsend, Marilyn Ventura, and Martha Ziegler;

And Our Family Members and Friends: John Baumler family, Rose Betancourt, Roman Bentley, Lynda Bischof, John Bishop, Sally Blevins, Julie Carlson, Rich Carlson, Paul Chen family, Caren Condon, Joan and Elwin Cubitt, Frank Dean, Kimmie DeVora, Anna Dow, Eileen Dow, Cindy Duran, Richard Eggers, Loretta Gilbert, Rachelle Gould, Margie Garceau, Paul Higgenbotham, Joey Jananian, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, John LaMarr, Mavis Lancaster, Mary Lanza, Olaf Lee, John Lochiavo, David Ludwig, Jessica Mackner, George Massingill, Mary Matthews, Carol Miller, Ethan Millerick, Heidi Mitchell, Bill Montague, Kyle Nguyen, Chuck Nieto, Matthew Norlander, Victor Obersteiner, Pat O’Donnell, Ken Osborn, David Ream, Nathan Rhodes, Barbara Steinwehe, Louise Wagner, June Welton, Sandra Wright, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 
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OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

March 31, 2017

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$9,572.00
$10,747.00
($1,175.00)
Operating Expenses
$13,161.09
$10,747.00
($2,414.09)

Variance
($3,589.09)
$0.00
($3,589.09)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to
March 31, 2017

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$31,023.00
$32,241.00
($1,218.00)
Operating Expenses
$35,497.72
$32,241.00
($3,256.72)

Variance
($4,474.72)
$0.00
($4,474.72)
[image: image13.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


Global Mission Call ~~ 

Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, May 28th.
On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m. 

[image: image14.wmf]This month we will meet on

April 23rd at 2:00 pm!

We can always use extra visitors!

“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!
30th Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly

May 11, 2017 – May 13, 2017

Town & Country Resort

San Diego, CA 92108

[image: image15.emf]

As is our tradition, we invite members to bake and bring donations of cookies for the hospitality room at the assembly. These baked goods sustain our voting members and guests throughout our time together. Thank you for your faithful baking!  Those able to supply some bring them to church on Sunday, May 7, or Tuesday, May 9, or to Bible class on May 10.
BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

[image: image16.emf]

Join us at 10:30 A.M. in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays!!  We will be continuing the studying of the Epistles.  In May we will be studying the Epistle to the Philippians.  Come and bring a friend!  There are always Bibles to borrow if you need one!  Come be a part of it.  There is always room at the table for more!
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New Member Welcome

New members: Stacy Andelin, Evelyn Benedix, Mary Kay Bishop, Delores Izzo, Ken and Mavis Lancaster, Sue McBride, Reni Schoedl, and Chuck and Sandy Wright were welcomed on Sunday, April 9, at the Palm Sunday Worship Service.
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Happy
Birthday

May Birthdays

Sara Gould
May
3

Marion Fraide
May
4

Richard Stiitz
May
5

Violet Quist
May
6

Glenn Massingill
May
7

Olga Hernandez
May
12

Helyn Edwards
May
15

Elizabeth Deyan
May
23

Julia Langevin
May
28

May Anniversaries

Linda Wilson
May
5

Mike and Margo Geesing
May
25
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	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	1
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care
	2
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	3
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	4
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	5
	6

	7
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	8
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care
	9
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

4:00 p.m. – Interfaith Council Meeting
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	10
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class
	11
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
PACIFICA SYNOD ASSEMBLY
PASTOR GONE
	12
PACIFICA SYNOD ASSEMBLY

PASTOR IS GONE
	13
PACIFICA SYNOD ASSEMBLY

PASTOR IS GONE

	14
MOTHER’S DAY

10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship
	15
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care


	16
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	17
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	18
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm – Respite Care
4:00 p.m. -  SBHRC Devotions
	19

	20

	21
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	22
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care
	23
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care 

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	24
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	25
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	26
	27

	28
10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship
	29
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care


	30
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
NEWSLETTER MAILED
	31
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class
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