MAILING SEAL


MAILING SEAL

[image: image1.emf]

[image: image2.emf]

In This Issue …

[image: image3.png]


Article
Page

Pastor’s Corner
1-2

Emergency Pastoral Care
2

President’s Message
3-4

Those Who Serve
5

[image: image4.wmf]Remember in Prayer
6

[image: image5.bmp]Our Budget and Expenses
7

Offering Envelopes
7

Birthdays and Anniversaries
8

In Memoriam
9

Bible Study
9

Lent Begins – Ash Wednesday
10

Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers
10

Monthly Calendar
Center

Daylight Savings Time Begins
11

Spring Bazaar
11

New Member Orientation
11

New Members Welcome
12
The Meaning of the Days
12-13

Lilies for Easter
14
Mission Moment
15
[image: image6.emf]

Outreach Team
15
Lessons to Study
16
Flowers
17
Worship and Discipleship
18-19
Office Information
20



[image: image7.emf]

[image: image8.jpg]/%/z/v/ B

gov CovLD pprr= 75
AT TFE CowieosroN O A
"//)4'579/2‘5 Loz VIE2 g e HELI= A=
g GAREES T e

Be = APEE 72 coP? . 17 weE
pod T HE e vor 7T
[V = 2 v 5 AsTE . ——

B 5D

G e AL
St FE

e AE




PASTOR’S CORNER

“Lent Leads to Joy”
Dear Friends:

There’s a somber sound to the title given this day, March 6th, early in Christian history: Ash Wednesday. Old Testament believers displayed sorrow and repentance by smearing themselves with ashes. Ashes also remind us of our humble beginnings. God created man of the dust of the earth, and someday our bodies will return again to ash-like dust.

Ash Wednesday begins 40 days of solemn reflection. Did you ever wonder why Lent is so long? It reminded the early Christians of the 40 days that our Savior was severely tempted by the devil in the wilderness. Perhaps they understood that our hearts need time to grasp the horror of our sin. We need time for reflection and repentance. We need time to contemplate the agonizing sacrifice Christ made on Calvary.

And when our Lent of reflection and repentance is over, Easter bursts forth in all its resurrection glory. Understanding the grievousness of our sins is the only way we can truly appreciate Easter Sunday. Christ through the cross and empty tomb is declared the victor over sin. 


Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers: 4:00 p.m. – Wednesdays of Lent
Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
Gospel lesson is in direct opposition to the one that we have on Ash Wednesday.  It is a good guideline for what to do (righteous deeds, give alms, spend time in prayer, fast, build treasures) and what not to do (seek material comforts, power, and influence, be prideful) as we journey through Lent.


The second Sunday of Lent we have a foreshadowing of Jesus’ own death and resurrection – 3 days reflection – “I cast out demons and I perform healings today and tomorrow, and on the third day I accomplish my purpose.” (Lk. 13:32).  Jesus also laments over Jerusalem.  It ends with a call for all to recognize that the Lord sent him: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” (Lk. 13:35).  During this time perhaps we can more fully recognize who Jesus was and is and will ever be.


The fourth Sunday of March (third Sunday of Lent) we have a call to repentance and a reminder that we need to bear good fruit.  Please note: there is no limit to when this bearing of fruit ends.  In fact, there is the implication that if that tree stops bearing fruit there is a very real possibility of it being uprooted.


The last Sunday of March we begin with the accusation of Jesus eating with sinners; which is true!  Jesus came for the sinners and outcasts.  That was one of his purposes.  It continues with the story of the prodigal son.  In this story, a man gives one of his sons’ half of his treasure.  The son then goes and spends it all.  Then goes through bad times before deciding to return to his father and ask for forgiveness.  The father not only forgives him, welcomes him back as his son, and throws a party for him.  The other son is a bit jealous of all this attention lavished on the “bad” son.  How often do we share those feelings?  How often do we cry, not fair when we learn about good things happening to “bad” people?  How often do we limit God’s forgiveness and mercy?


During this month let us look at the mountains we need to climb to encounter Jesus.  What obstacles do we need to overcome?  What do we place in front of ourselves that keep us from the pinnacle of the mountain?  How are we responding to the call to do righteous deeds, give alms, spend time in prayer, and fast?  What temptations keep you from responding?  Where are we encountering Jesus in our daily lives?  How are we presenting Jesus to others?  How are you planting and cultivating your own little patch?  How are we asking for God’s forgiveness and mercy?  How are we sharing it with others?


Underneath the somberness of Ash Wednesday runs the golden thread of joy in our salvation. Ash Wednesday is not the end of the story, but only the beginning.

We will have the imposition of ashes on the forehead in our Ash Wednesday Service at 4:00 p.m. And the story gets played out again in our Soup Supper Devotions on Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. starting on March 13.

A blessed Lent to all,
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Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:


At our Church Council meeting new officers were elected for 2019 and I was honored to be re-elected as President by my fellow members.  Other officers for this year will include Carmen Leslie, Vice-President; Dena Anderson, Secretary; and Phyllis Mackey, Treasurer.  In a separate action before the election, Phyllis Mackey was appointed to fill the term of Erich Obersteiner (who had agreed to serve one year.)

We will also have to fill the term of Margaret Deaton who went to the Church Triumphant.  This will also be an appointment by the Church Council.


The Seal Beach Union Evangelical church of Leisure World had requested the use of our facilities for prayer meetings in our Fellowship Hall.  This action was approved by the Church Council on a trial basis and this group is now meeting early in the morning (6:00 a.m.) Monday through Friday.

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

 “Transfiguration and Lent”


You have been warned before: stay off the mountain with Jesus!  March begins with the Transfiguration of Our Lord.  Jesus takes Peter, John, and James to the top of a mountain where he is met with Elijah and Moses where he was “transfigured”.  They see Jesus as he really is and are amazed; they are in awe.  They want to stay there with Jesus but, alas, they must go down the mountain and return to the real world.  We also hope to encounter Jesus, especially as we begin our Lenten Season, as he really is.  But first we must make the climb.  We have to make an effort.  Jesus will not be walking into our living rooms and taking a seat on the couch.  We need to look for those encounters.  We need to be aware of Jesus working in our lives.  We need to be open to Jesus.  We should not just sit back and wait for Jesus to come to us.  Or think, we are of an age where we don’t need to make the effort – we’ve lived a life of faith and shouldn’t have to do more.  We.  Must.  Make.  The.  Climb. Up.  The.  Mountain.  And then we must come down the mountain and continue the journey.


On Ash Wednesday we begin the season of Lent; we hear from the Gospel of Matthew.  In this Gospel lesson we are given the outline of how we should live Lent, and the rest of our lives.  We are called to do righteous deeds, give alms, spend time in prayer, fast and thereby build treasures in heaven.  Jesus also gives us the warning: don’t do these to show off; don’t brag about what you do; do it simply, in our ordinary everyday lives, looking only for God to approve.


We, again, have one of those great understatements in the Gospel: “… was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, … During that time he ate nothing, and at the end of it he was hungry.” (Lk. 4:2).  One would think, gee, Jesus is God therefore if he follows the Holy Spirit nothing could go wrong.  Oops.  Not quite.  Jesus goes into the desert to prepare for his ministry and there meets the devil who then proceeds to tempt him.  The temptations that Jesus faces are the same general ones that we face: material comforts being foremost in our life; to achieve power and influence for our own purposes; being dependent only on ourselves and prideful in our self-sufficiency.  This 
[image: image10.wmf]Altar Flowers for March
March 3rd:

Pastor Gil and Lavona Moore in Thanksgiving for Family and Friends.
March 10th:


Lynda and Cedric Elmer in Honor of Lynda’s Birthday on the 15th.
March 17th:


Nancy Luebben in Honor of St. Patrick, Patron Saint of Ireland.
March 24th:


Larry and Judy Norlander in Honor of Their Anniversary.
March 31st:

Pastor Gil and family in honor of Lavona's 90th birthday.
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  
If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.


St. Theodore Episcopal Church continues to conduct their Worship Service in our Sanctuary every Sunday at 12:15 p.m.  Our fellow Christians are contributing to our mission projects and are in the process of selling their Chapel (which is an apartment in Leisure World).  They will be donating 19 of the really nice Chapel chairs to our congregation, which will replace our more-than-used chairs in Redeemer’s Conference Room.
I need to mention and sincerely thank Carmen Leslie and Chris Moore for the truly gorgeous flower arrangements on display at our altar every Sunday for Worship.  They are actually a big improvement over the past when we were paying a florist to do this.

The Church Council hopes to see you at our Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers on Wednesdays in Lent in our Fellowship Hall.
In Jesus Name,
Jerry Brady

President
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Transfiguration of Our Lord
through the Palm Sunday
Newsletter Assembly

Alice Dokter

Dee Sessa

Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Alice Dokter

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

3rd:
Marilyn Andringa

Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

10th:
Wendy Alfageme

Nancy Luebben

Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

17th:
Marilyn Andringa


Nancy Luebben
Alma Zamzow
24th:
Wendy Alfageme

Phyllis Mackey
Alma Zamzow

31st:
Marilyn Andringa
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Sylvia Makus
Communion Assistant
Jerry Brady
Greeter

Bernie Gerard
Reader

Judy Norlander
Prayer Leader

Beverly Anderson
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Dondi Buchrucker

Lynda Elmer

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


March 3, 2019 – Transfiguration of Our Lord

Exodus 34:29-35

Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

Luke 9:28-43

March 6, 2019 – Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Isaiah 58:1-12 (Alternate)

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

March 10, 2019 – First Sunday in Lent

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Romans 10:8-13

Luke 4:1-13

March 17, 2019 – Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Luke 13:31-35
March 24, 2019 – Third Sunday in Lent

Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Luke 13:1-9

March 31, 2019 – Fourth Sunday in Lent

Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm 32

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

April 7, 2019 – Fifth Sunday in Lent

Isaiah 43:16-21

Psalm 126

Philippians 3:4-14

John 12:1-8

April 14, 2019
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION / PALM SUNDAY
Luke 19:28-40
Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Luke 22:14—23:56

Luke 23:1-49 (Alternate)
[image: image13.wmf]Global Mission Call ~~ 

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.
Thank you to Nancy Luebben who presented our February moment.
The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

March 26th at 2:00 p.m.!

[image: image14.wmf]
“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!


Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let him know as you leave services and he will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

Our Members: Lois Beatty, Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Debbie Hugdahl, Ken Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Kay and Jim Pushman, Violet Quist, Jann Schaffer, Lillian Smith, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Laura Arnold, Roman Bently, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, David Dokter, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Dave Kozycz, Mary Lanza, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Mary Matthews, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Sgt. Pat Oglesbee, Ariel Perea, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Louise Wagner, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 
OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

January 31, 2019

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$9,934.91
$10,707.00
($772.09)
Operating Expenses
$12,263.30
$10,707.00
($1,556.30)

Variance
($2,328.39)
$0.00
($2,328.39)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

January 31, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$9,934.91
$10,707.00
($772.09)

Operating Expenses
$12,263.30
$10,707.00
($1,556.30)

Variance
($2,328.39)
$0.00
($2,328.39)
[image: image15.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 



Easter Lilies

[image: image16.wmf]Beautiful lily plants will adorn the Sanctuary area of our church on Easter morning.  You may reserve one or more plants to be designated in honor or memory of a loved one.  Place this form (with a SEPARATE check from your regular giving), payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church, or cash in an offering envelope and place the envelope in the offering or in the church office.  Indicate “Easter Lily” on your check and on the offering envelope.  This is due by Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019 to be included in the Easter Lily List.

Cost per plant is $8.50

Your Name: 


Number of Lilies ordered: 
  X $8.50 each  =   


[amount enclosed]

Phone Number: 


(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

Ash Wednesday

First day of Lent.
Name comes from the ancient practice of placing ashes on worshippers’ heads as a sign of humility before God.
Ashes are symbolic, since early Biblical times, of repentance of sin or of grief in mourning.

Palm Sunday

This Sunday commemorates the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.
Palm trees have always been a tree of honor to the Semitic people; these trees marked the place where shepherds could find water for their flocks.

Maundy Thursday

The word “Maundy” is thought to have come from the Latin word “mandatum” which means commandment.
Maundy then refers to the instructions Jesus gave his disciples in the upper room where He celebrated Passover with his disciples. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another” (John 13:3, 4).
Also referred to as Holy Thursday.
For some it is commemorated with the symbolic washing of feet.

Good Friday

Why “good’? There have been many conjectures.

One is that it represents a vowel shift from an older form of “God’s Friday” that changed to “Good Friday.”

Good may refer to the great good God was able to accomplish for man by sending His Son.

Good may present the post-resurrection perspective that what God accomplished was good, rather than from man’s perspective that it truly was “bad.”


Happy[image: image17.png]v
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Birthday[image: image20.png]



March Birthdays

Kathy Nilsson
March
2

Lynda Elmer
March
15

Sandra Langdale
March
15

Shirley Reimers
March
18

Edith Sessa
March
18

Sue McBride
March
23

Bob Edwards
March
26

Joan Schwechtenberg
March
26

Lavona Moore
March
28

Phyllis Mackey
March
31

March Anniversaries

Larry and Judy Norlander
March
28
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In Memoriam
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Please pray for the family and friends of
Margaret Deaton

April 12, 1927 to January 26, 2019
Verna Becker

July 26, 1925 to February 6, 2019
[image: image23.png]


May they rest in the peace of Christ

BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda
[image: image24.png]MEMIERSHIP




Pastor Lynda's Bible Study is beginning a new study in March on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  March 13 we will be meeting in the Sanctuary because of the Spring Bazaar.  Come join us and delve deeper into the Word of God during this Lenten Season.  Bring a friend, or a few, there is always room for more around the table.  Bibles are available if you need one.



New Member Welcome

New members will be welcomed on Sunday, April 14, at the Palm Sunday Worship Service.  A light luncheon will follow.



The Meaning of the Days

Lent

Origin of the word is from the Anglo Saxon “lencten,” meaning “spring.”  Lent originated in the fourth century. Season spans 40 weekdays beginning with Ash Wednesday. Originally was a time of preparation for those who were to be baptized at the Easter Vigil (early on Easter Sunday). Today, Lent is marked as a time to prepare for the celebration of Easter. The number 40 is connected with many Biblical events, especially with the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His ministry by facing the temptations that could lead him to abandon his mission. 

Shrove Tuesday
“Shrove” is an old English word meaning “to repent.” This Tuesday before Ash Wednesday is also called Mardi Gras (French for Fat Tuesday). It became a time for eating up everything good in the house that medieval Christians believed was inappropriate to eat during Lent (eggs, butter, cream, meat).

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS


Daylight savings time begins overnight, March 9th to 10th.  It’s the Spring so, we “spring forward” (lose an hour).  Be sure to change your clocks before bed on the 10th so you won’t miss our First Sunday of Lent Worship Service!  Rev. Carole Parmeter-Dyer will be preaching!
Spring Bazaar
We will be having a Spring Bazaar on Wednesday, March 13 in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you are interested in participating, please speak to Pastor Gil to reserve a table.  It will be featuring our Bargain Basement, Mahlon's Thailand Crafts, Pastor Gil's Photo Note Cards, Carmen's Art, and much more.  Come and see what crafts your fellow Church members have to offer.  You can make a day of it with Bible Study, stop by the Bazaar and end with our Lenten Devotions and Soup Supper!

New Member Orientation

New Member Orientation will be on Thursday, April 4, 10:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.  If you are interested in joining the church as a registered member, please see Pastor or come to the orientation meeting.


And Lent Begins …


Ash Wednesday Service, with Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion, will be Wednesday, March 6th at 4:00 p.m.  All are invited.  Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten Season.  Take this opportunity to begin your preparation for Easter in worship of our God.


Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers 

We will have our annual Devotions and Soup Supper on Wednesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall again featuring dialogues, soup supper, and singing of Lenten hymns.


March 13

March 20

March 27


April 3

April 10

April 17

	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2

	3
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship


	4
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	5
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	6
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study
4:00 p.m. – Ash Wednesday Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion


	7
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	8
	9

	10
10:30 am Worship Service

Rev. Carole Parmeter Dyer - Preaching
Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship
Daylight Saving Time Begins
	11
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	12
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
4:00 p.m. – InterFaith Council Meeting
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	13
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study
(in Sanctuary)
10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. – Spring Bazaar
4:00 – Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers
	14
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

10:00 a.m. – SBHRC Devotions 


	15
	16

	17
ST. PATRICK’S DAY

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	18
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	19
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	20
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study
4:00 – Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers
	21
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	22
	23

	24
10:30 am Worship Service

Coffee Fellowship


31

10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship 


	25
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	26
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER MAILED


	27
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study
4:00 – Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers
	28
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	29
	30
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