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PASTOR’S CORNER

“You Never Walk Alone”

Dear Friends:

People seem to be experiencing an unusual amount of pain these days. Our hearts go out to those who have lost children and loved ones in the recent shootings. And many here in Leisure World and elsewhere have been experiencing the physical pain of flu and other infectious diseases; and of course, here there are so many falls with the resulting broken hips. All this adds up to the wish that many have that we couldn’t feel pain. The truth is that there are some people who have lost the sensation of pain.

I often think of Borghild, a resident of facility where I was the administrator many years ago. She did not have the sense of pain and was severely burned while in the shower during a trip to Hawaii. I believe Leprosy (which Borghild did not have) is a disease that attacks the nerve cells. A person with leprosy doesn’t know when a hand becomes infected. He can’t feel the rocks that gouge his feet and damage the bone. Without preventative pain, body parts become so damaged that eventually they deteriorate completely.

No one enjoys suffering. No one wants to hurt. Yet just as physical pain has a purpose, so trials and difficulties that produce emotional pain have a purpose, too. Suffering 



[image: image6.bmp]Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Lenten Devotions and Soup Supper: 4:00 p.m. Wednesdays during Lent
Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
pain.  Instead, God gave them a way to live with these issues as He does for us also.  What are some of the issues you are dealing with in your own life that needs God’s healing?  How do you see, or can you see, Jesus walking with you during these times?  Is this the time to deepen your prayer life or is it a time that prayer is hard?

On the fifth Sunday of Lent we hear from the prophet Jeremiah and the promise of a new covenant from God.  The people of Israel are in exile, again, because they turned away from God, again.  God is promising to take His people back and to write the covenant on their hearts.  A promise to forgive.  A promise to forget.  God has made the covenant simpler.  I will be your God, you will be my people.  This covenant is fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  In the Gospel for this Sunday, Jesus give us the requirements for eternal life: hate your life, follow him, serve him, and glorify the Father’s name.  He also says we need to be like grains of wheat.  We must die to ourselves to produce much fruit.  We use wheat in our communion bread.  This is actual grain that has died and is used to produce much fruit when we receive it.  Jesus in Communion comes to strengthen us and through that Communion, we are to go and produce much fruit.  Is the covenant of God written in your heart?  If so, how is this directing your life?  Is God your God or is something else taking His place?  Are you producing much fruit from your Communion with Jesus or is He lying dormant in you?  How are you doing with those requirements for eternal life (some of it seems quite hard to me!)?  Is now the time you need to take to redirect parts of your life?


Then we have the pageantry of Palm/Passion Sunday.  We get two Gospel stories today.  We begin with the Gospel of Mark or John and that triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  Crowds cheering and waving palm branches.  Jesus comes and is cheered as King.  In the first and second lessons we hear of Jesus as the Servant.  He empties himself of His power and protection.  Jesus trusts in the Father and His plan.  He doesn’t fight back.  He is here to do the Father’s will.  In the Gospel of Mark’s account we see Jesus as a helpless Victim.  In this telling of His death Jesus only speaks four times from the time they came to get Him in the garden until His death.  He is done in.  So, which is the true Jesus?  Is He a King, a Servant, or a Victim?  Or is He all three?  How do you see Jesus during these moments?  How do you see yourself in relation to Jesus?  How do you present Jesus to others in the way you live your life?

can renew our faith; it can produce firmness of Christian character; it can point us to heaven. Its effect is often to bring us closer to our Lord.

God never asks us to walk through trial alone. Jesus, who died for us, walks beside us. The Holy Spirit, who desires that we love the Lord and grow in faith, is there to comfort us. Yes, even in the many difficulties of life, we do have reason to rejoice.

Here’s a prayer thought for those days of suffering: When you allow me to suffer, Lord, help me to look to You for strength. Work in me such firmness of faith that I can rejoice even in trial, knowing it can work for my good as You are with me.

God be with you in Jesus,

[image: image7.emf]


Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:


My thanks for the vote of confidence by the new Redeemer Lutheran Church Council in electing me as your new President for the year 2018.  This is actually the fourth time I will have served as President.  I pray for the Lord’s guidance as we begin this new year together and I know He will be with us again as He always has.

Other officers elected were immediate Past-President Cedric Elmer as Vice-President; Carmen Leslie, Secretary; and Margaret Deaton, Treasurer.  (Margaret was appointed by the Council to fill the term of Lottie Dolby, who has moved from the area.)  The balance of the Council includes: Dena Anderson, Terry Durham, Marion Fraide, Debbie Hugdahl, Kay Pushman, Pamela Smithson, Juanita Townsend, and Maria Swift.

My first official act was presiding over the Annual Meeting held after our Worship Service on February 11.  At this meeting the annual reports were presented to the congregation.  Included was 

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Covenants Continued”

As we continue on our Lenten journey we will again look at the first lesson and then the Gospel lesson followed by a question / suggestion for you to ponder.

The third Sunday of Lent begins with the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.  It is so important that we still follow it.  It was a sign of God’s power and promise.  It is the basic of how to treat God and one another in the simplest form.  In the Gospel we have Jesus consumed with zeal and causing a ruckus in the Temple!  Jesus was fighting against the “laws” put on the people.  “They” had turned the worship of God into a money making, follow the rules, marketed, manipulative farce.  Jesus was trying to get back to the basics!  Jesus knows that HE is the way to the Father, not following all the rules and regulations.  Rules and regulations are supposed to be there to guide people not keep them from knowing God’s love and mercy.  In what ways do we still create barriers to God in our own lives and for others?  What presently enables you to follow Jesus: the laws, his signs, his words?  Why?  How?  What makes it difficult for you to follow Jesus: the laws, his signs, his words?  Why?  How?
Fourth Sunday of Lent we have direct references in the Gospel lesson to the first lesson.  We start with God healing the Israelites.  It is again one of those moment that we hear about, especially in the Old Testament, where the people of God started grumbling and complaining.  They “forgot” about the fact that God had brought them out of slavery and was feeding them on their long journey.  It was a case of “yes, but what have you done for me lately” so they turned away from God and Moses.  God gets a little ticked off and punishes them (what any good parent would do!).  The Israelites change their ways and repented.  God accepts them back and gives Moses a way to heal them.  Moses is told to make a snake and raise it up on a staff and all who looks on it will be healed.  So, it is also with Jesus.  Those who believe in the Christ on the cross and the resurrection will also be healed but more than that they will have eternal life.  God did not take away the snakes that were biting the Israelites, nor did He take away the cross that Jesus was to die on, nor does He take away our own 
[image: image8.emf]


Altar Flowers for March
March 4th:

Kathy Aldstadt
March 11th:


Lynda Elmer in Honor of Her Birthday.
March 18th:


Barbara Dykman
March 25th:


Phyllis Mackey

Ronnie Powell
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.


our all-important Treasurer’s report and equally important, annual Pastor’s report.


The election of Lay Delegates for our Assembly was also held and we were most fortunate to have Mickey and Carol Costello volunteer and be elected to attend this event.  The Pacifica Synod Assembly will be held May 18 and 19 at Hope Lutheran Church in Palm Desert.


In closing I want to again remind our members that the Lord has indeed blessed this congregation a a really outstanding shepherd, Pastor Gil Moore.  He is now in his 15th year of leading us and we hope and pray for another great year under his leadership.


In Christ’s Name,


Jerry Brady


President
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the 3rd Sunday of Lent
through the Easter Sunday
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Christa Diesslin

Alice Doktor

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus
Maria Swift
Financial Team

4th:
Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow
11th:
Barbara Dykman
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

18th:
Wendy Alfageme

Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

25th:
Leslie Arrington

Phyllis Mackey
Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Sylvia Makus

Communion Assistant
Carmen Leslie

Greeter

Dena Anderson
Reader

Flo Nesland
Prayer Leader

Beverly Anderson
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Charles Cullimore

Joan Cullimore

Lynda Elmer

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Chris Moore

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


March 4, 2018 – Third Sunday in Lent

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 2:13-22

March 11, 2018 – Fourth Sunday in Lent

Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

March 18, 2018 – Fifth Sunday in Lent

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 51:1-12

Psalm 119:9-16 (Alternate)

Hebrews 5:5-10

John 12:20-33

March 25, 2018 – Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday

Isaiah 50:4-9

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1—15:47

Mark 15:1-47 (Alternate)

March 29, 2018 – Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-14

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 31-35

March 30, 2018 – Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12

Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (Alternate)

John 18:1—19:42

April 1, 2018 – Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day

Acts 10:34-43

Isaiah 25:6-9 (Alternate)

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Acts 10:34-43 (Alternate)

Mark 16:1-8

John 20:1-18 (Alternate)

[image: image11.png]


Global Mission Call ~~ 

Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, March 25th.

In February Flo spoke about the ELCA’s "40 Days of Giving.".  If you wish to give to the 40 Days of Giving Campaign write a check to Redeemer Lutheran, and write "40 Days" on the memo line and on the envelope.  If you wish to specify which program write on the envelope: "India/Agriculture", “India/Women's Rights", "Malawi/Education," "Malawi/Health”, or "US/Immigration."  Donations not specified will go where the need is the greatest, but please remember to write "40 Days" on the envelope.

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

March 27th at 2:00 pm!

[image: image12.wmf]
“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!


Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members:
Bea Bander, Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Bob Edwards, Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Jim and Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Charles Holland, Debbie Hugdahl, Ken and Mavis Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Dody Lynch, Glen Massingill, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Christine Osterberg, Kay and Jim Pushman, Linda Robertson, Lillian Smith, Nelda Sunday, Juanita Townsend, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, Joan Volden, and Martha Ziegler;

And Our Family Members and Friends:
Eloise Arroyo, Luis Arroyo, Laura Arnold, Jeffery Belanger, Roman Bently, Caren Condon, Loretta Gilbert, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Jessica Mackner, Mary Matthews, George Massingill, Ethan Millerick, Joyce Rettela, Matthew Shaffer, and Garette Townson. 

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 
OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES
Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

January 31, 2018

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$8,485.00
$10,744.00
($2,259.00)
Operating Expenses
$11,577.66
$10,744.00
$1,503.56
Variance
($3,092.66)
$0.00
($3,092.66)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

January 31, 2018

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$8,485.00
$10,744.00
($2,259.00)

Operating Expenses
$11,577.66
$10,744.00
$1,503.56

Variance
($3,092.66)
$0.00
($3,092.66)
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Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


The Meaning of the Days
Palm Sunday
This Sunday commemorates the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.
Palm trees have always been a tree of honor to the Semitic people; these trees marked the place where shepherds could find water for their flocks.
Maundy Thursday
The word “Maundy” is thought to have come from the Latin word “mandatum” which means commandment.
Maundy then refers to the instructions Jesus gave his disciples in the upper room where He celebrated Passover with his disciples. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another” (John 13:3, 4).
Also referred to as Holy Thursday.
For some it is commemorated with the symbolic washing of feet.
Good Friday
Why “good’? There have been many conjectures.
One is that it represents a vowel shift from an older form of “God’s Friday” that changed to “Good Friday.”
Good may refer to the great good God was able to accomplish for man by sending His Son.
Good may present the post-resurrection perspective that what God accomplished was good, rather than from man’s perspective that it truly was “bad.”
[image: image14.emf]


Easter Lilies

[image: image15.wmf]Beautiful lily plants will adorn the Sanctuary area of our church on Easter morning.  You may reserve one or more plants to be designated in honor or memory of a loved one.  Place this form (with a SEPARATE check from your regular giving), payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church, or cash in an offering envelope and place the envelope in the offering or in the church office.  Indicate “Easter Lily” on your check and on the offering envelope.  This is due by Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018 to be included in the Easter Lily List.

Cost per plant is $8.50

Your Name: 


Number of Lilies ordered: 
  X $8.50 each  =   


[amount enclosed]

Phone Number: 


(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of


Happy[image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf]
[image: image18.wmf]Birthday[image: image19.wmf]
March Birthdays

Kathy Nilsson
March
2

Lynda Elmer
March
15

Sandra Langdale
March
15

Shirley Reimers
March
18

Edith Sessa
March
18

Sue McBride
March
23

Bob Edwards
March
26

Lavona Moore
March
28

Phyllis Mackey
March
31

March Anniversaries

Larry and Judy Norlander
March
28
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A quick note as we continue the year!  If we missed your birthday this year, please check with us to make sure we have a membership form on file from you.  This is where we get your birthday and anniversary information.  Thank you!

[image: image21.png]MEMIERSHIP




BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

[image: image22.png]


As we begin March, the Bible Study group will be finishing up their study of the Gospel of John under the direction of Pastor Lynda.  Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  for a new look into the Bible.
[image: image29.png]



DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS

[image: image23.png]



Daylight savings time ends overnight, March 10th to 11th.  It’s the Spring so, we lose an hour.  Be sure to change your clocks before bed on the 10th so you won’t be at church and hour ahead of time!  (Or, you could always join the choir for practice!).

[image: image24.png]


CHIME CHOIR

Rehearsals of Easter hymns using our chime set began on Sunday, February 11th.  We will be blessed with their performances in April.  If interested in join the chime choir please speak to Chris Moore.
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Maundy Thursday will be March 29th.  We will be having our Holy Communion and Hand Washing Service on that day at 4:00 p.m.

Good Friday ends our Holy Week Services[image: image26.png]o

MAUNDY TRURSDAY



.  Redeemer will again host the Good Friday Community Service on Friday, March 30th.  It is from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.

Easter on Sunday is April 1st. Join us with your family and friends to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord at our Easter Service at 10:30 a.m. This is the highlight worship of the year.

And Lent Continues …
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Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers 

We will have our annual Devotions and Soup Supper on Wednesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall again featuring dialogues, soup supper, and singing of Lenten hymns.


March 7
March 14, 
March 21
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Palm Sunday begins Holy Week.  There are many opportunities to continue and fulfill your Lenten devotions.  Remember our call to almsgiving, fasting, and prayer.
Palm Sunday is March 25th and we will be having our Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. and will be including a Mission Moment and welcoming new members.  At our fellowship afterwards, we will be celebrating March birthdays.

Spring BAZaAR

We will be having a Spring Bazaar on Wednesday, March 14 in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you are interested in participating, please speak to Pastor Gil to reserve a table.  It will be featuring our Bargain Basement, Mahlon's Thailand Crafts, Pastor Gil's Photo Note Cards, Carmen's Art, and much more.  Come and see what crafts your fellow Church members have to offer.  You can make a day of it with Bible Study, stop by the Bazaar and end with our Lenten Devotions and Soup Supper!
New Member Orientation

New Member Orientation will be on Thursday, March 15 at 10:00 a.m. in the Conference Room.  If you are interested in joining the church as a registered member, please see Pastor or come to the orientation meeting.



New Member Welcome

New members will be welcomed on Sunday, March 25, at the Palm Sunday Worship Service.  A light luncheon will follow.




	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	3

10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

4:00 p.m. – Devotion and Soup Supper 
	1
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	2
	3

	4
3RD SUNDAY OF LENT

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship


	5
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	6
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	7
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

4:00 p.m. – Devotion and Soup Supper 
	8
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

4:00 p.m. -  SBHRC Devotions
	9
	10
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS OVERNIGHT – CLOCKS AHEAD
1 HOUR

	11
4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship
	12
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	13
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

4:00 p.m. Interfaith Council Meeting

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	14
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. – Spring Bazaar

4:00 p.m. – Devotion and Soup Supper 
	15
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00 a.m. – New Member Orientation

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	16
	17


	18
5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	19
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	20
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	21
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

4:00 p.m. – Devotion and Soup Supper
	22
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	23
	24

	25
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY
10:30 am Worship Service
New Members Received
Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship 


	26
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	27
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER MAILED
	28
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	29
MAUNDY THURSDAY

4:00 p.m. – Maundy Thursday Communion Service

9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	30
GOOD FRIDAY

12:00 Noon to 3:00 p.m. – Good Friday Interfaith Service
	31


March 2018
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