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[image: image7.wmf]Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:

We hope you can all be in attendance Sunday, June 2 for an extremely important special Congregational meeting immediately following our 10:30 a.m. Worship Service in our Fellowship Hall.  At that time, we will have discussion and we will vote on approval of the candidate invited to serve as the new Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church of Leisure World.  The Rev. Terry Tuvey Allen, Assistant to Bishop Andy Taylor, will be there to answer questions.  She will also preach in the service that day.

Carol Costello has been appointed as chairperson of the Nominating Committee for this year.


Our thanks to St. Theodore Episcopal Church for the beautiful new chairs in our conference room.  Drop in and take a look!  We also have a handsome new meeting table which St. Theo’s shared the cost of with us.


An uplifting and very detailed report on the Pacifica Synod Assembly in Palm Desert in May is included in this month’s newsletter.  Our lay delegates, Karen Ford and Brian Holland, did a really great job of 



Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene 

Church Staff

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Interim Pastor: Rev. Lisa Rotchford

phone is (714) 833-7332
Organist: Sharon Heck
The third Sunday of June gives us out final Gospel lesson from John and is Holy Trinity Sunday (and Father’s Day!).  Here Jesus tries to reassure his followers that, although he may leave them, he will not leave them alone.  He again promises them the Spirit to guide them and reassures them that He and the Father are one, and that the Spirit is one with them.  This Gospel lesson is about faith and trust.  We need to have faith and trust in the promises that Jesus gives us.  We all have the grace of the Spirit – we just need to listen to it!

By the fourth Sunday of June we return to the Gospel of Luke.  We jump back in with the story of Legion.  We have Jesus sending the Legion of demons into pigs and then the pigs off a cliff to drown.  The demons identify Jesus as, “Jesus, Son of God Most High” which inclines the people of the town to fear Jesus and ask him to leave.  He does but sends the one he healed back to share what Jesus has done.  What should we get from this?!?  First, that even the demons know who Jesus is and we should also recognize him.  Second, that even when sent away, Jesus still finds a way to send the message of God’s love – through the one he healed – through us, today.

The last Sunday of June we have two stories.  The first one is that Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem and needs to pass through a Samaritan town but they would not welcome him.  Rather than destroying the town as James and John wanted to, he merely turned aside and went another way.  We need to remember this when we too are not welcomed because of our belief but we also need to be aware when we are not being welcoming to those who are different.  The second story is about people who are called to follow but find something else they must do before they can follow.  Jesus’ response, “Whoever puts his hand to the plow but keeps looking back is unfit for the reign of God.”  We need to remember this when we are called to discipleship, to spread the Word of God, to share God’s love with others.  We need to keep our eyes on the Reign of God and build His Kingdom.


representing our congregation.  Pastor Lisa and Pastor Gil were also in attendance.


Some of you may have heard that I am moving from Leisure World.  After the loss of my dear Patricia, I have decided to move in with family in Garden Grove.  The apartment is up for sale.  I was intending to resign my position as President just about the time that Pastor Gil told me he was retiring.  I didn’t think it would be wise for both of us to leave at the same time.  So, I decided to serve out my term which ends in December.  By that time our new Pastor will be settled in and new leadership on our Church Council will take place in January.  I will probably be transferring my membership to a church closer to my new home.


In the meantime, I pledge to you to do my very best to help make our transition to our new Pastor as smooth and easy as possible.


Praise the Lord!  He truly does amazing things!
Jerry Brady

President

OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

April 30, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$10,863.66
$10,744.00
$119.66
Operating Expenses
$12,866.23
$10,744.00
($2,122.23)

Variance
($2,002.57)
$0.00
($2,002.57)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

April 30, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$40,666.98
$42,828.00
($2,161.68)

Operating Expenses
$48,969.04
$42,828.00
($6,141.04)

Variance
($8,302.06)
$0.00
($8,302.06)
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Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Crossroads”


June has a lot of lessons from John and show Jesus praying, explaining, and warning; then for the last two Sundays we get back to Luke!

The first Sunday of June has Jesus praying for unity; for the oneness of the relationship he has with the Father to be shared by ALL believers throughout time.  This is an interesting Gospel lesson for this specific Sunday at this specific Church.  This Sunday we, as a church, get to approve our next pastor.  We have a chance to help fulfill that prayer of Jesus’ – unity of believers.  It’s a choice that needs to be reflected upon.  I sit outside because I have no vote in this.  The way I look at it, we need someone to fulfill the pastoral role for this church.  It is difficult to be changing who presides at Worship service each week, consistency is a good thing!  We have limited financial resources so we cannot have someone full time.  Both the Lutheran Church and the Episcopal Church are in communion with one another so pastors from one faith are allowed to fulfill the role in either church.  One of the possible concerns is how can an Episcopal pastor teach/preach/minister to a Lutheran congregation.  The answer comes down to: do they have an understanding of the Lutheran faith?  Do they have a belief in the Risen Jesus?  Do they preach from the teachings of Jesus?

The second Sunday of June we have the Day of Pentecost.  In this Gospel from John we have the disciples asking Jesus to show them the Father.  He carefully explains that if you see Him you see the Father.  He also reminds them that you should know him through his works.  He makes the promise of sending the Paraclete and reminds them that he is always true to his word.  We as followers are called to understand the truth of this.  The Father and Jesus are one.  He is always truthful to his word.  We know him, and his followers, by their works.  We have the help he sent – the Paraclete – the Holy Spirit who is at work still within all of us.
[image: image9.wmf]Altar Flowers for June
June 2nd:

Al Hays in Honor of Lucille Fitch’s Birthday.
June 9th:


Ron and Linda Robertson in Honor of Their Anniversary.

Ron and Linda Robertson in Honor of Pastor Gil and Lavona Moore’s Anniversary.

June 16th:


Mindy Espinosa in Memory of Helen McDowell.
June 23rd:


Open.
June 30th:


Margo Geesing in Honor of Their Daughter, Katie’s, Birthday.

Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.
If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.


Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let him know as you leave services and he will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

Our Members: Dena Anderson, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Barbara LaBoyteaux, Ken Lancaster, Lillian Linker, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Kay and Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Lillian Smith, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Barbara and Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Roman Bently, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, David Dokter, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Dave Kozycz, Mary Lanza, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Mary Matthews, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Sgt. Pat Oglesbee, Ariel Perea, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace.
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Seventh Sunday of Easter
through the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Newsletter Assembly

Alice Dokter

Dee Sessa

Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Alice Dokter

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

2nd:
Phyllis Mackey
Richard Riley

Alma Zamzow

9th:
Wendy Alfageme

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow
16th:
Phyllis Mackey
Richard Riley

Alma Zamzow

23rd:
Wendy Alfageme

Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow
30th:
Wendy Alfageme


Flo Nesland


Alma Zamzow


Acolyte

Shirlene Bradrick
Communion Assistant
Jerry Brady

Carmen Leslie
Greeter

Anita Smart
Reader

Pastor Lynda Elmer
Prayer Leader

Karen Ford
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Dondi Buchrucker

Lynda Elmer

Karen Ford

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


June 2, 2019 – Seventh Sunday of Easter

Acts 16:16-34

Psalm 97

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

John 17:20-26

June 8, 2019 – Vigil of Pentecost
Exodus 19:1-9

Acts 2:1-11 (Alternate)

Psalm 33:12-22

Psalm 130 (Alternate)

Romans 8:14-17, 22-27

John 7:37-39

June 9, 2019 – Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21

Genesis 11:1-9 (Alternate)

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Romans 8:14-17

Acts 2:1-21 (Alternate)

John 14:8-27


June 16, 2019 – The Holy Trinity
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31

Psalm 8

Romans 5:1-5

John 16:12-15

June 23, 2019 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 65:1-9

Psalm 22:19-28

Galatians 3:23-29

Luke 8:26-39

June 30, 2019 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

Psalm 16

Galatians 5:1, 13-25

Luke 9:51-62
July 7, 2019 – 4th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 66:10-14

Psalm 66:1-9

Galatians 6:1-16

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

[image: image12.wmf]Global Mission Call ~~ 

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.
Thank you to Nancy Luebben for her presentation on May 26.
Our next Mission Moment is June 30th.

The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

June 25th at 2:00 p.m.!

[image: image13.wmf]
“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!
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Birthday
June Birthdays

Robin Canning
June
2

Joan Volden
June
2

Barbara Schuyler
June
8

Evelyn Crawford
June
17

Joan Foster
June
22

Jerry Brady
June
23

Donna McIntyre
June
25

Mary Kay Bishop
June
27

June Anniversaries

Ron and Linda Robertson
June
7

Gilbert and Lavona Moore
June
8

James and Kathryn Pushman
June
29


In Memoriam
Please pray for the family and friends of
Don Trinkle
July 14, 1937 to May 13, 2019
May he rest in the peace of Christ


BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

Pastor Lynda's Bible Study is continuing their study of the Letters to the Romans on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Come join us and see how these letters written centuries ago are applicable today.  Bring a friend, or a few, there is always room for more around the table.  Bibles are available if you need one.
InterFaith Council Annual Pot Luck Picnic
Please let us know if you are planning on attending the Pot Luck Picnic sponsored by the Interfaith Council on Thursday, August 15 at 6:00 p.m.  Redeemer is supplying the chicken.  This is always an enjoyable event.  Please call the office (562) 598-8697 to make a reservation!



YouTube, we highly recommend his presentation. You will not be disappointed.

He stated that hearing is biological, and therefore, you do not have a choice. Listening, however, is a focused habit, and sometimes it takes a lot of work to fully concentrate on what somebody else is saying. People may hear others, but they do not necessarily listen to them.

There are a few different ways to categorize communication, three of which are: 

· Having a DISCUSSION, where you present your ideas while listening to others.

· Having a DEBATE, where listening is not necessarily present, but the goal is to win for your point of view.

· Having a DIALOGUE, where the goal is to exchange thoughts, and ideas, while listen for understanding.

In creating discussions and dialogs, our efforts to communicate with others will have a far greater chance of successfully establishing a rapport where reconciliation, forgiveness, and love abound, rather than if we begin a debate with them.
The full presentation was not only informative, but highly entertaining. Again, it can be viewed by going to Pacifica Synod - YouTube on your computer.

Finally, here is the list of the various organizations that were at this year’s conference.

· Agape House – Lutheran-Episcopal campus ministry at San Diego State University

· California Lutheran University

· Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary

· Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

· Lutheran Social Services of Southern California

· ELCA Foundation

· Mission Investment Fund ELCA

· Portico Benefit Services

· Wartburg College

· Women of the ELCA
Submitted by Karen Ford and Brian Holland
The various organizations that the Lutheran Church supports, future projects, and information regarding scholarships and awards presented at the conference.
As Christians, our trust in God is paramount. We have not been placed on this earth for a life of complacency, but rather to listen to God, and do His will. The theme of this year’s conference revolved around listening – listening for God while listening to each other. It is important that our conversations with others involve attentive listening.  Worship, active listening, and dedicated involvement in our church body is all part of the Christian life. We, who are many, are One body in Christ, so let us pursue what makes for justice, peace, and mutual upbuilding.

In order to be representatives of Christ Jesus, we need to have holy conversations with others. We must listen, and when we do speak, what we say needs to be filtered through a Christ-like attitude, expounding love, and godly patience.

Our actions change the perceptions of how Christians are viewed. What we say, and how we say it, matters. What we do matters. You’re a representative of Jesus Christ. Represent Him in caring for, and loving others. And as we listen to what others have to say, view them through the love of God’s eyes. When we do speak, and as we react to the conversation, our words, actions, and even our thoughts must be representative of the One who loves us all more than we will ever know.

On Friday afternoon, our keynote speaker, Dr. Brian J. Collins, explained how philosophy might help us navigate through difficult dialogues. We need to know as much as possible, and at the same time realize that we don’t know everything. With patience, productive listening, and a true desire to want to connect with others, we can communicate rather than just argue a point. Creating connections with others builds a relationship, which opens the door to a greater degree of trust, and hopefully, truth in communication. When we are listening to others, be attentive, and try not to be judgmental. Never condemn. Speak the truth in love, and if you can use your own personal story or experience in the conversation, it will help to ease difficult dialogues.

Another keynote speaker on Saturday, May 11, 2019 was Dr. John Arthur Nunes. He spoke about pluralism and privilege. If you get a chance to review the broadcast via your computer at Pacifica Synod - 

32nd Pacifica Synod Assembly on May 10-11, 2019

Representatives of Redeemer Lutheran Church attending this assembly were Karen Ford, Brian Holland, Pastor Lisa Rotchford, and Pastor Gil Moore.

If you’re interested in viewing this information in greater detail, please go to the computer and type in Pacifica Synod - YouTube


This will bring you to the 2019 videotaped conference “O Lord, Open My Ears: Listening for God while Listening to Each Other”.  Click on the upload link, and you will be able to watch the highlights of the conference, plus all the business meeting information.

Dear Lord, open my ears with wonder, in faith, hope, and love. Amen. 

This was our first experience as laypeople, and as members of the ELCA. The notebook we received contained all the guidelines and orientation procedures for participating at the conference, as well as how to vote. It was a leap of faith. The beginning of the 32nd Pacifica Synod was buzzing with excitement, dedication, and commitment. It was organized, and orchestrated with worship, praise, and adoration for our Lord Jesus Christ. It seemed that all generations, from past to present, were represented at the conference. Brian J Collins, Kathy Johnson, and Dr. John Arthur Nunes shared their stories with the message that we listen to one another. They showed us how to navigate through the dialogues we have with others. They helped us enhance our skills that could otherwise hinder our conversations, and work against us if we automatically respond callously. This was an opportunity to grow as Christians, and achieve profound mutual respect for one another. We need to create dialogue where we can listen, forgive, love, and learn from one another.

Friday, May 10, 2019 at 9 AM: The meeting began with a review of the general rules and procedures of the conference, then leading into praise music. The Synod then began discussing a comparative financial costs analysis of the previous year ending in January 2019. The projections for the upcoming financial costs analysis of the year 2020 – 2021 were presented on Saturday.
	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	2
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Rev. Terry Tuvey Allen Presiding

Congregation Meeting following

	3
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	4
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	5
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	6
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

D-Day
	7

	8


	9
PENTECOST SUNDAY

10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship

	10
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	11
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

4:00 p.m. – InterFaith Council Meeting

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE

	12
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	13
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	14
FLAG DAY
	15

	16
FATHER’S DAY

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	17
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	18
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER PRINTED

	19
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	20
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

10:00 a.m. – SBHRC Devotions
	21
Summer begins
	22

	23
10:30 am Worship Service

Coffee Fellowship
	24
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	25
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER MAILED

	26
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	27

9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	28
	29

	30

10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship
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