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June Birthdays

Betty Lucero
June
7

(We missed this one last month because we had the wrong month!)

July Birthdays

Barbara Dykman
July
10

Violet Schwabenland
July
12

Kay Pushman
July
14

Collette Rotchford Golden
July
14

Dick Gould
July
15

Stacy Andelin
July
19

Erich Obersteiner
July
29

July Anniversaries

Bob and Helyn Edwards
July
7

August Birthdays

Nelda Sunday
August
2

Dee Worku
August
2

Grace Audette
August
5

Martha Ziegler
August
7

Ken Lancaster
August
13

Juanita Townsend
August
15

Shirlene Bradrick
August
16

Bruce Young
August
17

Marcia Rinaldi
August
18

Alice Dokter
August
20

Flo Nesland
August
21

Ray C. Friedrichsen
August
27

Ron Robertson
August
30

August Anniversaries

Cedric and Lynda Elmer
August
26

On Re-Opening
There are many legal and pastoral guidelines we must consider in reference to re-opening benchmarks.  The one constant is a consistent downward trend on the number of new hospitalizations, ICU cases, and deaths and an increase of available beds and ICU spaces.  None of these are currently happening in Orange County, Los Angeles County, or Seal Beach.  There is the hope that this will change soon.  There is a definite concern about the spiritual well-being of our members and the community at large.  There is also the Christian need to gather in faith so we, as a faith community, can strengthen one another on our journey.  There is the mental need to return to some sort of “normal”, and the human need to socialize.  This is the balancing act we are trying to perform.  One of the reasons we had to halt “pick up Communion” as the numbers in Seal Beach began to rise, is that we do not want to be “the Church with a Heart in the Heart of Leisure World” that got anyone sick.  We are trying to move with an abundance of care for and about our members, ourselves, and our community.  Our goal is RISK MITIGATION – we are not able to avoid all risks and be open.  When we are able to open, everyone is invited but needs to be reminded that, just because we are open does not mean you must attend.  The choice on attendance is up to each individual and no pressure or guilt should be put on anyone for attending or not attending.  There is a risk with the choice to attend.
There is a process of approvals and guidance we will need to follow before opening.  We have established a Task Force to develop the criteria for re-opening, and they must give a report to the Church Council.  The Church Council must then approve opening.  We also need to submit a plan to the Bishop and Synod before opening.  With the vast majority of our members being over age 65 and older, we are among the demographics that are most risk, so we are proceeding with an abundance of caution.  Things change constantly so, perhaps by the time you actually receive this newsletter, thing will, again have changed.  We are doing our best in keeping you updated.

To help us with the planning, if you have not already done so, please fill out the slip enclosed with this newsletter and return it to the office in the enclosed envelope.  You can include a prayer request (on the other side of the enclosed sheet) and any offering to the church you would like to make.  Offerings may also be done on our website: www.redeemersealbeach.com through Tithe.ly (click on the green button!).

The points below provide an overview of what Sunday in-person worship will look like initially:

· Our current goal is to open as soon as we are able.  The Governor has ordered Houses of Worship closed for indoor worship through July.  Perhaps if the numbers start falling, we can begin by resuming “Pick Up Communion” in August.  If you have changed your phone number or have a “better” number where you can be contacted if you wish to attend Services, please call the church number and speak with the Pastor or leave a message.  (The church’s phone is currently being forwarded to Pastor Lisa’s phone as no one is supposed to be in the church office for a long period of time.)

· When we are able to resume worship service inside our sanctuary, our goal is for the Service to be between 30 and 45 minutes.

· We will bless Communion together at all services, and then you will receive the bread and fruit of the vine to take home.

· You will be required to wear a face covering that covers the nose and mouth and keep them in place throughout the time you are in the building.

· Your body-temperature will be taken with a no-touch infrared thermometer prior to entry to the Church building.  If the maximum of a 100° temperature is exceeded, you will be given the 10 Things You Can Do/What to Do page and asked to return home.  You may return after seeing your doctor or after 14 days.

· Please arrive at least 15 minutes before service in order to ensure sufficient time for temperature checking and guided seating.  There will be no seating once the Announcements are done.  A picture of all in attendance in the Sanctuary will be taken after the announcements in case there is a need for contact tracing.

· Attendance at any service will be limited to about 45 people.

· Congregants and clergy will not engage in handshaking, hugging, or other physical contact.

· Please follow the Usher’s directions!  They know the plan and how we are trying to keep people safer.  The Usher will guide you to designated seating areas which are marked by towels (please, sit on the towels!) 6 feet apart for proper social distancing (families will be able to sit together; pick up needed extra towels when entering).  You may not be able to sit in your “usual” spot, please sit where asked.  The Usher will direct you to receive Holy Communion and / or Dismissal.

· Offering plates will be placed at the entrance of the Sanctuary and at the exit doors (in lieu of the passing of the plate).  Please, prepare your offering at home before you come.  There will be no pens available in the Sanctuary.

· Music will be played but Congregational singing will not be allowed.  Audible Congregational responses (Creed; Lord’s Prayer; etc.) will not be encouraged.  You are encouraged to either respond in your heart (God will always hear you!) or whisper them.

· In the beginning, we shall celebrate Services at 10:30 a.m. and either 8:30 or 12:30.  If you haven’t, please let us know what time you would prefer to attend.

· Hand sanitizer is available at the main entrance of the Church.

· Restroom access will be limited to one person at a time to ensure appropriate social distancing.  Please use the paper towel you used to dry your hands after washing them (for at least 20 seconds!) to open the doors as you exit.  Throw away the paper towel in the trash can outside the restroom.

· Water fountains will not be operational (you may bring your own water bottle into the sanctuary).

· After-service fellowship, unfortunately, will not be available.
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READY! …  SET! …  GO?  No. … WAIT!

Dear Friends,

Summertime childhood memories of playtime outside during long sun-filled days might include games of tag, races and other pastimes that began with “Ready….Set…Go!”  As the worldwide battle with a relentless coronavirus continues, our summer days may also be sun-filled, but now long and not always joy-filled.  We are Ready to get back to a sense of “normalcy”.  We are Set in our sanctuary to worship God together again.  Yet we are called to Wait!  As Christians we are called to remember that there is joy that can be found in waiting.
We at Redeemer can be buoyed by the joyful knowledge that after the winter rains damaged our sanctuary, this Summer finds our repairs complete!  In fact, with the new carpeting, better lighting, improved sound system, organ repairs and structural American Disability Act updates, our sanctuary is “done” and in fact, improved(!).  Our roof repairs have addressed the problem pipe that caused most of the damage in the first place.  And thanks to good stewardship of funds, reliable and cost-conscious contractors, and the generosity of our members, even our additional “weeping wall problems” is currently being addressed.  We are READY!  We are SET!  But instead of GO!, we are now told to “WAIT!”
When we turn to Scripture, we are often told to “Wait upon the Lord”.  It is a consistent theme of both our Old and New Testaments.  Human beings are naturally an impatient lot who don’t like to wait.  So, we join with our biblical ancestors in trying to wrap our minds and our hearts about living through this time when our lifestyles are asked to slow down, hold on, and pause.  We are all, worldwide, being called to be quiet.  Can we use this time to listen to what the Lord may be saying?
As we sit and wait in this pandemic, we can turn to the prophet Isaiah’s well-known encouragement for solace and strength: “…but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” (40:31)  All of us can use a little time to recharge our batteries and rest.  What if God is using this time to strengthen us so we are prepared for whatever lies ahead?  The Lord is with us, fighting for us, throughout.
One of my favorite promises of God is found in Isaiah’s writings 10 chapters earlier: “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore, he will rise up to show you compassion.  For the Lord is a God of justice.  Blessed are all who wait for him!” (30:18)  Isaiah reminds us in both of these passages that we get our strength from our Lord.  In addition to his resolve which can get us through anything, we are shown God’s grace and compassion and we are called to know and demonstrate that same grace and compassion to one another.  We who wait upon the Lord will be blessed.
As we are blessed.  We have a God who came to save us and show us the way of salvation that leaves the current virus, pandemic and any other chaos we face in the summer dust.  We are called — while sitting still — to travel with our Lord by faith.  We join Paul as he waited behind the jail bars in Rome when he wrote: “we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” (Romans 8:25)  And we are called to: “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, and be constant in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)
Yet like our Scriptural ancestors, we love to ask “How long?”  The apostle Peter reminded the earliest Christians who were waiting for the Lord to re-appear imminently, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:8-9)
So while we check the newspaper headlines for numbers of infections to decrease, and we check in with each other to make sure we’re bearing up under the strain of lockdowns, remember to sing in your heart the hymn of Psalm 27:14 – “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”
Ironically, at this time of the pandemic our sit down, indoor restaurants are closed and we cannot be served by wait staff.  This is also a way of understanding that to wait is to serve.  Not just by doing, but by waiting, we can be serving the Lord!

We are instructed by the medical experts and our national and local Bishops, to not sing when we return to worship (as its been proven singing spreads the virus further and faster to those around us.)  So, in the quiet of your space that you are reading this, reflect on the words by hymn writer James Wilson:

There's not a mountain too tall,

There’s not a problem so small

That Jesus can't resolve

He’s our God, He cares about us

So wait on the Lord,

Wait on the Lord, Wait on the Lord

And He’ll renew your strength

Wait on the Lord, For your own sake

Wait on the Lord 
And He’ll renew your strength

He knows what you're going through right now, 
Believe…
You’ve got a way, 
You’ve got a way

Sing it again, He's here for you

He's ordering strength, 
You’re saved, you’ve got a way.
Wait upon the Lord.
 — James Wilson

We've got a way…our faith in the Lord.  We’ve got a wait…a time to sit and rest, easy with our gracious, compassionate God.  We’re Ready…We’re Set…and We’re Waiting on the Lord.

Blessings and peace,
Pastor Lisa

July and August 2020

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends of Redeemer:

Many thanks are due to the wonderful members of our Task Force who have devoted their time and talent to give a report and recommendations to Redeemer’s Church Council on when and how to re-open our Worship Service after the coronavirus shut-down.  They gave an extremely detailed suggested program on how to proceed safely in worshipping our Lord Jesus Christ when we do re-open.  We think we selected a find cross section of our Congregation including some of our regular members and some Council members.  The Task Force includes Beverly Anderson, Margo Geesing, Carl Keene, Carmen Leslie, Sylvia Makus, Kay Pushman, Dee Sessa, Anne Walshe of St. Theodore’s, Pastor Lisa Rotchford and myself.


We held a Council meeting at the end of June where the Task Force report was presented.  It was noted that we had los our cherished Council member, Chris Moore.  Pastor Lisa announced that Chris’s wish was to have a “Memorial Moment” once we start Worship Services again.  The family will co-ordinate the date.


Sylvia Makus has been appointed Nominations Committee Chairperson for Council elections which happen in November.


Long time member Carl Keene was appointed by the Council to fill the term of Chris Moore for the council vacancy.

Just as the Covid-19 virus has changed the way we all live, so it will change the way we Worship once we resume services.  Deep cleaning of the entire Church will take place before we re-open and there will be new guidelines for everyone including masks, temperature checks, restrooms, seating arrangement and length of Service.  There will be no choir and no Congregational singing.  Prayerfully, these will be temporary changes only.

May God Bless You All,

Jerry Brady

Council President
[image: image7.emf]


US BANK

We have received $11,330.41 in offerings, which includes the last week of May's offering deposited on 6/1. With our June expenses deducted, we will have a projected balance of $8,094.21 in our checking account. An extra expense when we open church for services will be the sanitizing of the Sanctuary between the proposed two services.  We are waiting on bids for that expense.

CONSTRUCTION BREAKDOWN

Hanover Insurance check
$47,512.76

12:24 Construction
$38,773.84

Hammond Organ
$697.68
__________
Remaining balance of check

$8,041.24

McCormack Roofing to start 7/6/2020
$9,475.00


plus permit cost
TBD

Southern Cross
$1,700.00

Other repairs: (Needed but not budgeted)
Deep cleaning of church
$1,200.00

Sealing and repair of basement wall
$3,200.00

Paint outside east wall 
$730.00

Paint outside south wall
$900.00

Paint outside west wall
$775.00

PAYROLL PROTECTION PLAN SBA LOAN

Loan is for $7,745.00.  75% ($5,808.75) of this loan will be forgiven when we present documentation that we have used 75% ($5,808.75) on payroll and utilities.  The balance of $1,936.25 is a 1% loan, which we can repay at any time.  I will be presenting this documentation to US Bank after July 8, and will report back on this at a later date.

PACIFICA SYNOD GRANT

Margo Geesing wrote an amazing Grant Proposal to the Pacifica Synod COVID 19 Response Fund, and received a $500 grant to be used toward our expenses incurred from offering Communion to our members and Leisure World residents.  Thus far we have $700.00 in expenses and after deducting the $500 grant, will take $200.00 from our Operating Budget
Respectfully submitted, Kay Pushman
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CYCLE A – Year of Matthew

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST THROUGH THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 5, 2020 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost

Zechariah 9:9-12

Psalm 145:8-14

Romans 7:15-25

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 12, 2020 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:10-13

Psalm 65: 1-13

Romans 8:1-11

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

July 19, 2020 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 44:6-8

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 (Alternate)

Psalm 86:11-17

Romans 8:12-25

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

July 26, 2020 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost

1 Kings 3:5-12

Psalm 119:129-136

Romans 8:26-39

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
August 2, 2020 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:1-5

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

Romans 9:1-5

Matthew 14:13-21

August 9, 2020 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost

1 Kings 19:9-18

Psalm 85:8-13

Romans 10:5-15

Matthew 14:22-33

August 16, 2020 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Psalm 67

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

Matthew 15:10-28

August 23, 2020 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 51:1-6

Psalm 138

Romans 12:1-8

Matthew 16:13-20

August 30, 2020 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 15:15-21

Psalm 26:1-8

Romans 12:9-21

Matthew 16:21-28

September 6, 2020 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost

Ezekiel 33:7-11

Psalm 119:33-40

Romans 13:8-14

Matthew 18:15-20

September 13, 2020 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 50:15-21

Psalm 103:1-13

Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 18:21-35

July 2020
Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Growing with Jesus!”

We seem to keep being off in sending out the newsletter because things change and we have to start over!  Such is life at this time.  So, I decided to cover both July’s and August’s Gospels in this newsletter!  

In July, it seems that Jesus is on a growing binge and guess who being called to plant, nurture, and harvest.  Yup, that’s right – all of us.


The first week we hear a lecture on differences and the importance of doing what is right, no matter what others think in the first part of the lesson.  He emphasizes the connection between him and the Father.  He thanks the Father.  He praises the Father.  We, too, should follow Jesus’s example in our own prayers.  He ends this Gospel lesson with encouraging us to take his yoke upon us.  When we think of a yoke, we think of a heavy burden that must be carried but Jesus reminds us that he is working with us, so that burden is lightened.  The most important thing is that we are ALL yoked together and that we can share that call to service.

The second Sunday in July, we get to Jesus the gardener.  He is the sower of the seeds.  He spread them everywhere!  He seems like he hasn’t a care about what happens to the seeds, and he sort of doesn’t, and he wants us to do the same.  We’re supposed to share our love, forgiveness, and faith with everyone, always – not just our special friends, or like-minded people, or just with our church.  He cares, but he is not going to force things!  We are encouraged by Jesus to think, understand, realize the joy AND the pain, accept, focus on, and LIVE the Good News.  Always, in all ways, and for always.

The third week we are again planting seeds, only this time there is an enemy that decides to sow weeds amongst the seeds.  It’s the question of Good and Evil!  How can an all good God, allow evil to exist!!  Why do bad things happen to good people and good things happen to bad people!!  Why this and not that!!  Why?!?  Why??!!  WHY!!!???  Because we have free will!  WE decide to do/be evil.  WE decide to do/be good.  The Father through Jesus ALLOWS us to exercise our free will.  Jesus, rather than pull out the weeds, lets them grow together.  He lets us have a chance to change.  To be examples.  To do good.  To grow better.  Our human spirit is much like this.  None of us are completely good nor are we completely evil.  We all have both inside us.  What we water the most; tend the most; is what grows the most.


The last week of July we have a number of short parables questioning what is valuable.  He starts with little things – mustard seeds and yeast.  They start out small but end up creating larger things.  Then he continues with directing us to reflect on what is important/valuable.  We must remember to seek the good.  We need to grow our love of others in Jesus so that we too may welcome, house, feed, and nurture them through our faith, hope, and charity.

This month we will look at what we are doing to grow the Kingdom of God.  First, let’s look at what we are supporting through our finances, volunteering, and prayer? Does this plant seeds or weeds?  Next, look at the burdens that you are carrying.  What are you willing to give up and give over to Jesus to help you with?  Write it, or them, down, put it in you Bible, and let it go.  Jesus is yoked to you and those problems!  Next, check your planting.  Where are you planting the Gospel seeds?  What unlikely places have you planted the Good News?  Then look inside.  How are you encouraging the good seed inside yourself?  How are you discouraging the weeds?  Finally, what is genuine and true in your life?  What do you value?  How do you show to the world; or even just to yourself; that this is what is right and important to you?
August 2020

“Give Me a Break!”


August is an interesting grouping of Gospel lessons.  The first two weeks Jesus is trying to get a little alone time and it’s just not happening.  The third week it just seems that he goes from one problem into another.  Finally, the fourth week we hear Peter’s confession of faith and its aftermath.


Ever have one of those days where all you want to do is sit down and spend a little time recharging yourself but there keeps being interruptions from other people who want and need your attention?  The first Sunday of August is Jesus’ day for that.  He had just heard about his cousin, John the Baptist’s death and had gone off for some solitude.  Instead, when he gets there, a whole crowd of people are waiting for him.  So, a deep breath later, he is back on task: healing, teaching, and in this case – feeding.


The second Sunday, he sends the disciples ahead, back to the other side of the lake, while he dismisses the crowd.  He finally gets a moment by himself to pray.  By then it is late so he goes on a walk to meet the boat: across the water.  This makes the disciples think he is a ghost (really, what were they thinking!).  Then Peter, always the brash headed one, decided to test Jesus by having Jesus call him across the water.  And, like us, Peter starts to sink when he either takes his eyes off of Jesus or starts to be amazed by what he is doing because of Jesus.


The third week has Jesus offending the Pharisees, again.  To him they are too concerned with HOW people are keeping the law rather than WHY the laws are there.  Jesus wants us to focus on heart matters rather than getting everything to “look” right all the time.  It’s like the people who are so house proud that everything is perfect that they never have anyone come over because it might get messed up or when you’re there you’re so afraid of messing it up that you are never comfortable.  So, he goes off but that’s not the end of his bad day.  On his way he crosses path with a Canaanite woman.  The Canaanite woman cries out to Jesus for help for her child but Jesus doesn’t answer her.  She is persistent to a point that the disciples were uncomfortable.  Oddly, they did not ask Jesus to help the woman, but to send her away.  She had no advocate but her faith in Jesus.  It is this persistence, in humbleness and faith that we need to practice in our own requests.


Then we come to Caesarea Philippi.  This is a huge backdrop for what seems like a simple thing.  We are back to Peter and his “go for it all” attitude.  Peter says that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  For many of us today this doesn’t seem so significant; after all, we’ve been saying the same thing for all our lives!  That time and place had greater significance than even our acts of faith today.  First, it was the first time anyone had said this directly to Jesus.  Second, Jesus’ response that only his Father could have revealed it to Peter was unique in all the Gospel narratives.  It is the only place where Jesus states both that he is the Son of God and that the Father reveals him to individual people.  Third, Jesus and his disciples are standing in front of a mountain city that is named for the Emperor Caesar who thought himself a god.  Within the mountain are niches to the Greek gods such as Pan, Echo and Galerius (a priest of Pan’s).  There were also temples to various Roman gods, and about fourteen temples to the Syrian god, Baal.  This is where Jesus starts his church.  Not on a great high rock mountain but on a man of faith.

The fifth week of August's Gospel lesson occurs immediately following the big "I will build my church on you" speech from Jesus to Peter.  Peter, between last week and this, goes from "You are the Messiah" to "you are crazy!  Don't do this!".  How often do we in our lives go through the same thing?  We begin with enthusiasm and then turn around and say this is too hard.  Sadly, for too many, this is their road of faith.  When everything is going right, we are all for being a follower of the Christ but when adversity comes, when we lose friends, when we get lost, when the going gets difficult we say, like Peter, this is too hard.  Seriously, God doesn't want me to go through this.  God, why don't you do something about this?  Jesus wants us to be happy! (nope, hate to break it to you, Jesus never said "don't worry, be happy!")  Jesus said, "don't worry, trust in me!"  Much, much harder to do!  Jesus has always been honest with what following him will cost, look at his teachings: the beatitudes, take up your cross and follow me, everyone will turn against you, don't worry about your defense when brought before judges - I will give you the words, I will turn family members against one another, and in today's Gospel, you will lose your life for me.  Not exactly "Be Happy."  Rather, be constant in giving yourself to Jesus.

This month what should our take away be?  Perhaps it is that we do need to take time for ourselves to refresh, pray, and rejuvenate so we can continue the mission.  Perhaps it is that we need to have the faith of Peter.  Peter was never perfect in his faith.  He doubted, he questioned, and he even denied Jesus – and Jesus knew who he was but still told him that he was the rock he was building his church upon.  And Peter always came back to Jesus.  So, like Peter, we can doubt, wonder, and question as long as we also come back and continue the mission.
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St Theodore's Episcopal Church is not quite finished with the landscaping changes in front of the church.  Two benches have been ordered to finish this project.  A 7-foot bench for sitting will be placed perpendicular to the building at the far left of the front door. A small 3-foot memorial bench will be placed in the middle of the garden in front of the cross.  The memorial bench will include this engraving:
Garden in Memory of
Ken Knebel
1935 - 2019
we have distributed over 1,500 meals!🙏  Again, if you are in need of meals, please contact Pastor Lisa.  NO ONE should have to go hungry during this time!


Thank you to everyone who has helped so much in continuing our outreach of Communion and Prayers on our Communion Sundays, including those who have come by to pick up their own and for neighbors and friends.  In an abundace of caution, we are NOT having the Pick-up Communion in the month of July.
There have been some questions on how to continue to support Lutheran Social Services during this time of social distancing and safer at home.  Both for your own safety, and theirs, the current way to support their needs (which has never been greater) is by sending them a check through the mail.  Their address is: 12432 Ninth Street; Garden Grove, CA  92840.  We have dropped off every non-perishable item we had gathered in early March and will begin this in-gathering of food again when our regular services resume.  Thank you for your ongoing concern and support for this program.
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