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PASTOR’S CORNER

“Independence Day = Baptism”

Dear Friends:

I love fireworks. When we use to regularly attend Disneyland, we always stayed for the fireworks display. When we lived in Eagle Rock it was a real treat to attend the fireworks display at the Rose Bowl. And the display here at Los Alamitos is always enjoyable. Aren’t we all disappointed after the twinkling streamers fade out into the night sky?

We use fireworks to celebrate Independence Day in the United States. I love the freedom we have in this country. However, I know this freedom is small in comparison to the abundant freedom we have been given in Christ. In Christ we have been set free from our bondage to sin through His innocent death on the cross and His glorious resurrection from the dead. Imagine the “fireworks” – the grand rejoicing in heaven – that first Easter morning as the stone was rolled away!

For Christians, Independence Day occurs on the day of our Baptism, when Christ’s death and resurrection are made our own. There God gives us the only freedom and life that 
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Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
down, and shut people up.  The need to save face by those in power is ongoing just as it was for King Herod.  We, to answer the call, need to confront this “saving face” for what it is and address it.


Who cares for the caregiver?  This is a question many of us have to face in our own lives.  How do we take time for ourselves when those around us, usually family, have need for us?  Even Jesus recognized the need of his disciples to eat and rest.  And again, Jesus helps to sustain them by taking on that need.  We need to take care of ourselves: eat, rest, do something we enjoy, and pray even when, and especially when, there are so many demands on our time and energy.  It’s not being selfish – is caring for ourselves so we can care for others.

The last Sunday in July begins a five-week series of Gospel lessons from the Gospel of John chapter 6.  These all are on the theme of Jesus as the bread of life.  In this first lesson Jesus feeds a large crowd with just five barley loaves and two fish.  And not only that, there were twelve baskets of food left over!  How can this happen?  There are some who do not wish to believe in miracles that say that once the people saw the boy share his food, they all shared food.  But as people of faith we have a better explanation.  We know that this was a sign of God’s true character – a God of love and mercy and a God of plenty.  Jesus revealed just a little of the Father to us in this miracle.  There is more to come!

truly endures. Christ cleanses us from sin, raises us to the freedom of new life in Him, and begins in us a life of repentance and forgiveness.

Scripture tells us that all of heaven celebrates when just one sinner repents. What must the celebration be like when all God’s people live in repentance and faith? If heaven has fireworks, I’m certain that they’re great!

Happy Independence Day,
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Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:


In place of my regular article this month, I have asked Carol Costello to give us all a re-cap of the recent Pacifica Synod Assembly in Palm Desert.  She and Mickey were our delegates this year.

In Jesus’ Name,


Jerry Brady


President


The weekend of May 18-19, along with Pastor Gil and Lavona, we were privileged to represent our congregation at the 31st Pacifica Synod Assembly in Palm Desert.  Since this was the first time either of us had been in the company of so many (300) dedicated Lutherans in such an organized setting, it was an eye-opening experience.


We were both impressed by the sincerity and commitment to make this a better world for all.  Each individual church represented themselves as actively and consistently working for the betterment of their congregation and their community.  They feed the hungry, clothe the poor 

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing
“Teaching, Healing, and Feeding”


Jesus is touched by a woman who is bleeding and touches a corpse in this Gospel lesson for the first Sunday in July.  These both make a person ritually unclean for the Jewish people but this does not limit what Jesus does.  Jesus meets the needs of those he encounters regardless of religious taboos.  This is a challenge that we as church are still encountering.  How do we touch others with the love of God in spite of possible religious consequences or our own personal feelings?

Trusting people we know well is hard.  Jesus found this true in his own life when he returned to his home town.  They all knew him as the carpenter’s son, not the Son of God.  They had no faith in him.  Without faith in him, he can do nothing for us.  Trusting in Jesus can be very hard at times.  When we feel worried over money or health or other relationships it can be difficult to trust that Jesus knows best.  The disciples were sent out in pairs with nothing but their faith in Jesus and belief in his teachings.  They procced to do miraculous things.  How often do our own worries and concerns prevent us from doing the miraculous?

Love.  Justice.  Mercy.  Compassion.  Peace.  These words have meaning beyond just their dictionary definitions.  They are individual calls to each of us on how to treat others, especially those in most need.  It’s a difficult call when society uses these same words to limit, ignore, put 
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Altar Flowers for July
July 1st:

Open
July 8th:


Dena Anderson in Memory of Twin Sisters.
July 15th:


Open
July 22nd:


Barbara LaBoyteaux in Honor of My Birthday.
July 29th:


Maria Swift in Honor of My Father.
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.


and reach out in dozens of ways all in the name of the Son of God.


In this changing world ECLA is working to stay relevant and to take into consideration all of its members who would be affected by their decisions.  Many important issues were brought up, discussed, and voted on.  A few were postponed for further exploration and clarification.  A lot of good things happened there.


We are thankful for the experience, for us, it was a time well spent.
Respectfully submitted,
Mickey and Carol Costello
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
through the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Newsletter Assembly

Beverly Dinning
Dee Sessa
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Alice Dokter

Debbie Hugdahl

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

1st:
Wendy Alfagame
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

8th:
Leslie Arrington
Phyllis Mackey
Alma Zamzow
15th:
Wendy Alfageme
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

22nd:
Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow
29th:
Leslie Arrington

Phyllis Mackey
Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Sylvia Makus

Communion Assistant
Larry Norlander
Greeter

Evelyn Stephens
Reader

Terry Durham
Prayer Leader

Violet Quist
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Charles Cullimore

Joan Cullimore

Lynda Elmer

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Chris Moore

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


July 1, 2018 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost

Lamentations 3:22-33

Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24 (Alternate)

Psalm 30

2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Mark 5:21-43

July 8, 2018 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost

Ezekiel 2:1-5

Psalm 123

2 Corinthians 12:2-10

Mark 6:1-13

July 15, 2018 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost

Amos 7:7-15

Psalm 85:8-13

Ephesians 1:3-14

Mark 6:14-29

July 22, 2018 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Psalm 23

Ephesians 2:11-22

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

July 29, 2018 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost

2 Kings 4:42-44

Psalm 145:10-18

Ephesians 3:14-21

John 6:1-21

August 5, 2018 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

Psalm 78:23-29

Ephesians 4:1-16

John 6:24-35

August 12, 2018 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost

1 Kings 19:4-8

Psalm 34:1-8

Ephesians 4:25—5:2

John 6:35, 41-51

August 19, 2018 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Proverbs 9:1-6

Psalm 34:9-14

Ephesians 5:15-20

John 6:51-58

Global Mission Call ~~ 
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Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, July 29th.

In June Flo spoke about Lutheran Disaster Response who works throughout the world helping those in their greatest need.  If you wish to donate to Lutheran Disaster Response you may issue a check to Redeemer at any time and place it in the regular offering. Write "Disaster" on the memo line and on the envelope. You may designate the disaster i.e. “MD Floods” or if no disaster event is specified, it will go where needed most.

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

The Outreach Team
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

July 24th at 2:00 pm!

[image: image12.emf]

“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!


Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Lois Beatty, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Bob Edwards, Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Charles Holland, Debbie Hugdahl, Ken and Mavis Lancaster, Betty Lucero, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Kay and Jim Pushman, Lillian Smith, Nelda Sunday, Maria Swift, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, Marilyn Ventura, Joan Volden, and Martha Ziegler;

And Our Family Members and Friends: Laura Arnold, Roman Bently, Sally Blevins, Julie and Rich Carlson, Caren Condon, Fay Cummings, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Loretta Gilbert, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Mary Matthews, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Charles Nieto, Matthew Shaffer, Garette Townson, Louise Wagner, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

[image: image13.wmf]OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

May 31, 2018

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$8,881.00
$10,744.00
($1,863.00)
Operating Expenses
$10,171.69
$10,744.00
$572.31
Variance
($1,290.69)
$0.00
($1,290.69)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

May 31, 2018


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$50,464.00
$53,720.00
($3,256.00)

Operating Expenses
$53,998.81
$53,720.00
($278.81)
Variance
($3,534.81)
$0.00
($3,534.81)
[image: image14.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


Savvy Caregiver

Alzheimer’s Orange County is again offering a Savvy Caregiver, Family Caregiver Training here at Redeemer on Tuesdays, July 10 through August 14 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  interested individuals MUST call to reserve space and discuss the suitability of this class in meeting their family’s needs.
The Savvy Caregiver program is an evidence-based training, resulting in caregivers who possess greater confidence, greater understanding of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia, and practical skills to improve quality of life and support.
[image: image15.wmf]God’s Works.  Our Hands.

As we look ahead to September, we will again be participating in the annual “God’s Works. Our Hands.” Program as we have done the last few years.  It will take place on Sunday, September 9, 2018.  More information will be coming in future newsletters!
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In Memoriam

Please pray for the 
family and friends of
Bea Bander
August 23, 1924 to June 4, 2018

May she rest in the peace of Christ
July 1 – Independence Day Celebration!
On Sunday, July 1 we will again have our annual hot dog luncheon following our Communion Service.  Come and enjoy an afternoon of food and fellowship!
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BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

[image: image18.jpg]God'’s work.
Our hands.



The Bible Study with Pastor Lynda is studying the Book of Revelations on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Pastor Lynda says this is a very challenging book for everyone!  The class will bring an opportunity to everyone to gain an understanding of this often-misunderstood portion of Scripture. Come join us and bring a friend!  Bibles are available to borrow.

Happy
[image: image19.wmf]Birthday

July Birthdays

Barbara Dykman
July
10

Violet Schwabenland
July
12

Kay Pushman
July
14

Dick Gould
July
15

Stacy Andelin
July
19

Elodia Nieto
July
19

Jane Inglis
July
20

Barbara LaBoyteaux
July
22

Mavis Lancaster
July
22

Verna Becker
July
26

Erich Obersteiner
July
29

July Anniversaries

Bob and Helyn Edwards
July
7
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A quick note as we continue the year!  If we missed your birthday this year, please check with us to make sure we have a membership form on file from you.  This is where we get your birthday and anniversary information.  Thank you!

	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	1
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Hot dog Luncheon
	2
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	3
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	4
INDEPENDENCE DAY

10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	5
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	6

	7

	8
10:30 am Worship Service

Rev. Lynda Elmer presider

Karen Merkel preaching
Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship
	9
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	10
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – Savvy Caregiver

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	11
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

 
	12
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	13

	14

	15
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	16
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	17
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – Savvy Caregiver

4:00 p.m. Interfaith Council Meeting

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	18
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	19
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
4:00 p.m. -  SBHRC Devotions
	20

	21


	22
10:30 am Worship Service

Coffee Fellowship
	23
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care 

SECRETARY ON VACATION THIS WEEK
	24
NO Office Hours

10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – Savvy Caregiver
2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	25
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	26
NO Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	27

	28


	29
10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship 
	30
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	31
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care 

10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – Savvy Caregiver NEWSLETTER MAILED
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