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Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332.
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January Birthdays

Wendy Alfageme
January
3

Bernie Gerard
January
5

Cedric Elmer
January
15

Mickey Costello
January
19

Evelyn Bendix
January
20

Edith Mitchell
January
20

Carmen Leslie
January
24

Carl Keene
January
28

January Anniversaries

Tekeste Teclu and Deginesh Worku
January
10

Leslie (and Randy) Arrington
January
24
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 Birthday

to Our Episcopal Friends

January Birthdays

M. Teresa Smith
January
8
CALENDAR NOTES
January 19 – Annual Reports due in the office
February 14 – Annual Meeting Part 2
As of this newsletter’s publication (12/29/2020), we are keeping with GRF’s Pandemic recommendations and are closing down all Services (inside, outside, curbside) until at least January 11, 2021.  Hold each other in prayer as we wait upon the Lord.
January 2021
“New Year Blessings and Thanksgivings”
Dear sweet people of Redeemer —
I miss each and every one of you — so I’d like to begin this 2021st year of our Lord by writing my gratefulness to God for you!  Your generosity of love and kindnesses throughout this most interesting of years has blessed and overwhelmed me.  Thank you!

Frustration overflows when I am not being able to express my “thanks to God for you” in person.  While expressing our love for one another’s safety by staying physically apart at this accelerating stage of the pandemic, I will try to follow St. Paul’s example at all times: thanking God, strengthened by Jesus and praying by the Holy Spirit for each and every one of you.

“First, I thank God through Jesus Christ for you all!” (Romans 1:8) …and “I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus,” (1 Corinthians 1:4) and…render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account, (1 Thess 3:9)  “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,” (Philippians 1:3)…“as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day,” (2 Timothy 1:3)…I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, (Philemon 1:4)…giving thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, (Colossians 1:3)…and giving thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; (1 Thess 1:2) and always giving thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. (2 Thess 2:13)
The 1st of this unique New Year…the 1st chapter of Ephesians
If the pandemic safety restrictions were suddenly lifted, this month we would be gathering and hearing the powerful words of the Holy Spirit as found in the 1st chapter of the letter to the Ephesians.  It is a powerful chapter that encourages us as we face the day-to-day fears and obstacles that the Coronavirus has put in our path.  Its divided into two sections that reminds us of the Spiritual Blessings in Christ alone that no pandemic or illness can take away; and Paul’s Prayer for our strength in times of adversity.  I encourage you to simply open up your Bible and let the words strengthen and guide you.  Here are the “nuggets” to hold on to:

God “blesses us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” (1:3); God “chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world” (1:4); God “destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will” (1:5); God “has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ” (1:9); in Christ, “we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us” (1:7-8a) and “we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will” (1:11)

God is greater than any obstacle we face — including a viral pandemic.  As God sent a flood and a rainbow to Noah, God sends us rain but has also sent a huge rainbow over our community on the afternoon of Christmas Eve.  God keeps His promises.  God will see us through.

So, through it all, we are thankfully blessed, we are God’s, we are Christ’s, and by the Holy Spirit, we have God’s grace to face any obstacle in our path.  So as 2021 brings us renewed hope and promises of new ways of living (pandemic or not!) we are called to be alive in the one who made us, loves us, and in whom we have eternal life.

Grateful blessings, love, peace and prayers for strong, good health in the New Year.

Pastor Lisa

I wrote this for the Leisure World Newspaper last month.  It seemed to strike a chord and I’ve been asked to re-publish it here for reference.

An anonymously-written poem first appeared in a Canadian senior community(!) newspaper back in 1994.  Advice columnist Ann Landers then introduced it to a worldwide audience.  A quarter of a century later, as we all are being affected by the threat of a debilitating virus, we can confront our fears by reflecting on the poem’s encouraging truths.

The original title is “What Cancer Cannot Do”. Replacing “Cancer” with “Covid”, remember:
Covid cannot cripple love.
It cannot shatter hope.
It cannot corrode faith.
It cannot destroy peace.
It cannot kill friendship.
It cannot suppress memories.
It cannot silence courage.
It cannot invade the soul.
It cannot steal eternal life.
It cannot conquer the spirit.
Especially during this season when sunsets come early and we’re encouraged to seek the light in the darkness, let the Holy Scriptures enlighten your Spirit. Remember that:
Covid cannot cripple love. You are loved.
“...neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans: 38-39)
Covid cannot shatter hope. There is reason to hope.
“Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)
Covid cannot corrode faith. Put your Trust in a Faithful God.
“Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” (Deuteronomy 7:9)
Covid cannot destroy peace. Seek Peace within your heart.
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)
Covid cannot kill friendship. Know a Friendship with God.
“The Lord your God, who goes before you...The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” (Deut 1:30 & Exodus 14:14)
Covid cannot suppress memories. Engage in your cherished memories.
“The memory of the righteous is a blessing.” (Proverbs 10:7)
Covid cannot silence courage. Be encouraged for the future.
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Covid cannot invade the soul. Seek relationship with God through your Soul.
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:5)
Covid cannot steal eternal life. Know there is Eternal Life.
“..the Son of Man will be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:14-16)
Covid cannot conquer the spirit.
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
Covid may physically separate us, but you are never alone; God is with you always.
“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
— The Rev. Lisa Rotchford, Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran, Seal Beach, CA 12/17/20

January 2021
Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:

With gratitude and many thanks, I commend the members of Redeemer’s Church Council who have served this Congregation extremely well during a most difficult year.  They include Vice-President Karen Ford, Secretary Nancy Anderson, Treasurer Phyllis Mackey, Financial Chair Kay Pushman, and members Carol Costello, Cedric Elmer, Carl Keene, Carmen Leslie, Maria Swift, Juanita Townsend, and Anne Walshe.  Our cherished member Chris Moore joined her Lord this year.  We also thank Terry Durham for his many contributions.  A hearty welcome is extended to Betty Lucero and Leslie Parker who have been elected by the Congregation as new Council Members for 2021.


The covid-19 virus kept us opening and closing our Worship Services this year, but our wonderful Pastor Lisa Rotchford kept us informed and engaged in our Parish life together.  A spirit filled installation for Pastor Lisa was held on Sunday, February 16 with many visiting Clergy in attendance and ELCA Bishop Andy Taylor and Episcopal Bishop John Taylor sharing the pulpit with really terrific messages.

Water damage from last year’s rains were all completely covered by our insurance (praise the Lord!) and we have a new altar area and new carpeting throughout the Sanctuary.  New landscaping in front of the Church is courtesy of St. Theodore’s Episcopal Church.


Words are also inadequate for the members of our task force who guided us through this pandemic crisis and kept us all safe.  They are: Beverly Anderson, Margo Geesing, Carl Keene, Carmen Leslie, Sylvia Makus, Kay Pushman, Dee Sessa, and Anne Walshe.


Pray with me unceasingly that this pandemic will be over soon and we can worship together as a family in our Sanctuary praising our Lord and our God.
Jerry Brady

Outgoing Council President
CYCLE B – Year of Mark
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS THROUGH
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
January 3, 2021 – Second Sunday of Christmas

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Sirach 24:1-12 (Alternate)

Psalm 147:12-20

Wisdom 10:15-21 (Alternate)

Ephesians 1:3-14

John 1:1-18

January 6, 2021 – Epiphany of Our Lord

Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Ephesians 3:1-12

Matthew 2:1-12

January 10, 2021 – Baptism of Our Lord

Genesis 1:1-5

Psalm 29

Acts 19:1-7

Mark 1:4-11

January 17, 2021 – Second Sunday after Epiphany

1 Samuel 3:1-20

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

John 1:43-51

January 24, 2021 – Third Sunday after Epiphany

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Psalm 62:5-12

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Mark 1:14-20

January 31, 2021 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Psalm 111

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Mark 1:21-28


February 7, 2021 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 40:21-31

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c

1 Corinthians 9:16-23

Mark 1:29-39
February 14, 2021 – Transfiguration of Our Lord

2 Kings 2:1-12

Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Mark 9:2-9

February 17, 2021 – Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Isaiah 58:1-12 (Alternate)

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 21, 2021 – First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 25:1-10

1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15

February 28, 2021 – Second Sunday in Lent
READINGS AND PSALM
Psalm 22:23-31

Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38

March 7, 2021 – Third Sunday in Lent

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 2:13-22

Annual Meeting – Part 1

Thank you to all who returned their votes for the Annual Meeting Part 1.  The new Church Council Members are: Carmen Leslie, Phyllis Mackey, Leslie Parker, and Betty Lucero.  Our 2021 Annual Budget was approved.  New officers for the Church Council will be elected at the Church Council meeting on January 22, 2021.
ANNUAL MEETING – PART 2

We are planning our Annual Meeting (Part 2) on February 14th after our Worship Service, depending on allowances with the pandemic situation.  The Annual Reports will be presented and the delegates for the Annual Synod Assembly will be chosen.

Now might be a time to reflect and pray about your gifts of time, talent and treasure to God through the church.  Please pray as we engage in God’s work.

ANNUAL REPORTS

ALL COMMITTEE REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2021 TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PUBLISHED REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING ~ PART 2 ON FEBRUARY 14TH.
Reports are need from: Pastor, Council President, Financial Secretary, the annual financial report, and the budget for 2020.

Altar Guild, Fellowship Committee, Outreach Committee, Redeemer Church Women, Worship and Music, and all other ministries that wish to submit an annual report are welcome to do so but also need to be in the office by Tuesday, January 19th.  Thank You!!!


Poinsettias for Christmas
Due to the shut-down and lack of supply from their supplier, the Christmas Poinsettia order was canceled.  We do thank those who had dedicated poinsettias for their loved ones:

Joan Volden
In Honor of My Family

Joan Volden
In Memory of Roger Volden

Kathy Aldstadt
In Memory of Loved Ones

Sylvia Makus
In Memory of Loved Ones

Sandra Langdale

In Memory of My Husband and Family Members

Beverly Anderson

In Memory of My Parents Ted and Gladys Ciufo

Finance Reporting
Please note: we did not forget our Financial Report for the month, but are working on the year-end report.  The newsletter is being printed before the year ends so it is not available!

The Annual Report will be given at the Annual Meeting – Part 2 in February.  We will have a brief overview ready for the January Newsletter!
Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Power, Divinity, Death”

When will it end?  How much longer?  I’m so tired / sad / discouraged / beleaguered / confused / exhausted.  There is hope on the horizon.  This too shall pass.  Just a little bit longer.  Are we talking today or are we talking about Jesus’s time or are we talking about the Hebrew Scriptures time?  Yes, all of the above.  These are historical and life questions.  We all go through bad times but we have faith through Jesus to weather them and come through stronger than when they began.  The Gospels in January are a reminder that in spite of or, sometimes, because of adversity we come to a better faith and trust in the Lord.  Not just a platitude, but true trust that God guides us all, all the time.


Finite.  Definitive.  Declarative.  John’s definition of WHO Jesus IS is stated in very clear terms in the opening sentence of John’s Gospel.  We have a glimpse of the Trinity in this lesson.  The Gospel lesson for the first Sunday of January also tells a little of who John the Baptist is not and who we are by our faith in Jesus Christ.  It explains why Jesus came and the purpose Jesus’s entire life.  Like John the Baptist we to should be testifying to the light.  Through our faith we have become children of God.  We have received grace upon grace and truth through Jesus.  It is through Jesus that we know God.  Jesus came to take us home as children of God.  We are given the grace necessary to be children of God.  We are given grace to testify to the light of Jesus.  What are you testifying to with your grace?

Power, divinity, death.  What odd symbols to bring a new child as “gifts”!  But these are the same ideas that are throughout the entire chapter 2 of Matthew’s Gospel.  They are the entirety of Jesus human life and death.  The connection between Christmas and Easter; Advent and Lent are reflected in the gifts of the magi.  Jesus had power but it wasn’t used the same way that earthly power is used by rulers.  He used his power to heal, teach, and comfort.  The recognition of his divinity was lacking through out his human life.  Even his followers didn’t always “get” the divinity of Jesus.  It is only AFTER his death and through his resurrection that the fullness of his power and divinity were recognized by his followers.  What gifts are you giving to Jesus at his Epiphany?

The Trinity shows up at Jesus’s baptism!  In this lesson from the Gospel of Mark we have the Divine Trinity presented as Jesus the man, the Holy Spirit as the dove, and the voice of the Father stating, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  But, like many, it was not recognized at the time.  Jesus did not need the baptism of John’s as a repentance of sins rather Jesus was baptized to identify the beginning of his public ministry – a change in his life.  How did your baptism change your life?  How is it continuing to change your life?

"Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" What a question from Nathanael!  The third and fourth Sundays of January has Jesus beginning his ministry by calling people to be his followers, and those people then calling to others.  Phillip became a follower but, other than the first declaration by Nathanael, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” we really hear nothing else about him.  Then the fourth Sunday we have Jesus calling Simon and his brother Andrew; then James and his brother John (sons of Zebedee).  The most interesting thing I find with all of this not Nathanael walking away but rather, “Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.”  WHAT?!!?  Who’s walking away from job and family to follow an iterant preacher?  Still amazes me.  I’m not sure I would be able to do that.  What have you been called to give up, change, or go against your natural response by God?  How have your responded?

The last Sunday in January we have a question of authority.  Jesus teaches with authority.  Jesus has authority over the unclean spirits.  Later the authorities question Jesus about by what authority he teaches, preaches, and heals.  Dictionary.com defines authority as: the power to determine, adjudicate, or otherwise settle issues or disputes; jurisdiction; the right to control, command, or determine.  And we are back to the first Sunday’s Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  Jesus has authority because he is God!  We all need to trust in the authority that we follow.  When that trust breaks down, chaos happens.  In Jesus’s authority we can find not only trust but also calm, order, and guidance.  What chaos in your life do you need Jesus to have authority over?  Are you willing to allow his authority to guide you?
Personal Annual Giving Reports

If you wish to have a report of your giving for 2020, please contact the office at (562) 598-8697 and it will be sent to you at the end of January. 

NEW BOOK STUDY!!

52 weeks in the New Year…How about learning 52 different bible stories and characters throughout 2021? 

A book entitled “The 52 Greatest Stories of the Bible: A Weekly Devotional” by Kenneth Boa and John Alan Turner is an easy way to enrich each week of the new year.  If you would like to read it on your own, or take part in a short weekly discussion of each week’s chapter, you can join with others in being enriched by our Bible’s stories.  The cost of the book is $12 or it can be ordered directly on Amazon.  If you’d like a copy of the book to be picked up at the church/dropped off to you, or would like to join the telephone discussion group beginning the first week of January, please call the church (562) 598-8697 and let Pastor Lisa know.
Minnie Louise Haskins wrote a poem entitled “God Knows” in 1908.  The poem is most famous for its preamble, read to the world by King George VI in his 1939 Christmas broadcast as the world faced the uncertainty of WWII.  As we face uncertainty in our own time, the words ring true for us, and as we welcome the New Year, and the coming of the Christmas Star of Epiphany (January 6th), may we remember God goes with us, wherever we go. — Rev. Lisa
“God Knows” 
– Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957)
(preamble) “And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”  
And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.  That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
So, I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.
So heart be still:

What need our little life

Our human life to know,

If God hath comprehension?

In all the dizzy strife

Of things both high and low,

God hideth His intention.

God knows. His will

Is best. The stretch of years

Which wind ahead, so dim

To our imperfect vision,

Are clear to God. Our fears 

Are premature; In Him,
All time hath full provision.

Then rest: until

God moves to lift the veil

From our impatient eyes,

When, as the sweeter features

Of Life’s stern face we hail,

Fair beyond all surmise

God’s thought around His creatures

Our mind shall fill.
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