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PASTOR’S CORNER

“What Will This New Year Bring?”

Dear Friends:

If you pick a number from 1 through 10, double it, add 6, divide by 2, and then subtract the original number, you will end up with 3. Since the answer to this exercise is always 3, it is the process that becomes important -- the adding and subtracting, the multiplying and dividing. The answer is a “given.”

Another “given” we need to remember is that God will always love us. It is very important that we understand this. We do not know what this new year of 2019 will bring. However, we do know that the Lord has our best interest at heart. This is seen in the words of Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Now the “process” of our everyday living becomes important. We can face the uncertainties of this year knowing that the Lord has good plans for us and that nothing can separate us from His love. 

It is so important for those of us living in Leisure World to keep focused on the “given” of God’s love. As the “process” of our everyday living often changes as we age in our older years, we make our adjustments motivated by our 

[image: image6.emf]

Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 10:00 a.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck

The second Sunday of January is the Baptism of Our Lord.  We again hear about John the Baptist.  We need to remember that John is Jesus’ cousin and for him to recognize this man who he has grown up with, is actually the Messiah is a gift from God.  In this case the epiphany is that through a common baptism; for many people were being baptized by John; Jesus is revealed, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:22)

The third Sunday of January we get the third epiphany of Jesus and a Mary moment of “momma”.  This is the story of the Wedding at Cana where Jesus turns water into wine.  This is his first miracle.  This is his revelation of himself in wine at a common wedding.  The “momma” moment is when she tells Jesus about the problem, (they are out of wine) and he responds, “Woman, why do you involve me?”  Note her answer: nothing to him.  She just turns to the servants and tells them, “Do whatever he tells you.” And walks away!  Jesus is now stuck.  She remembers that 12-year-old boy and is giving him some of his own back.


The fourth Sunday of January is the Epiphany to his home town.  Here Jesus returns to Nazareth and reads from prophet Isaiah in the synagogue.  A common happening in their worship.  What is not so common is for the reader to sit down and say, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  Jesus proclaims himself as being anointed by God “to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Even now, how would we react if someone did this in our own assembly?  Especially if it was someone we have known for a long time?  Would we believe or would we react like those in Nazareth, and drive them out?  This is the problem with Epiphanies – they are not always what we expect and they frequently come from the common.

This month let us celebrate the Epiphanies which are found in the life of Jesus and our own moments of epiphany where we see Jesus manifested in the common.  Watch a sunrise or a sunset.  Listen to the quite when you find yourself alone.  If you can, take a trip to the beach and just watch the waves.  Take time to be silent in prayer and wonder at the gifts of God that you have every day.  Speak with others about where you find Jesus in the ordinary.  Be joyous!  Smile!


heavenly Father’s steadfast love, which also enables us to go into this new year with confidence.

May you have hope that will carry you into God’s future. And as is so often repeated: Happy New Year!
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Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.
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SEALED YEARLY PLEDGE
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If you are a registered member of Redeemer Lutheran Church, you will receive in the mail a yearly pledge envelope.  These sealed pledges will be dedicated in the Communion Service on February 17th.  They will be kept by the altar during this year and returned to you at the end of the year.  They are not opened by the church, but are a pledge to God from you.  It is a returning to God the gifts he has given to you.  Please pray over your pledge.  They may be returned by mail or placed in the offering plate.  Please be sure to write your name on the envelope!
Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:

My sincere thanks to those members of Redeemer’s Church Council who served the Lord so faithfully in 2018.  Giving of their time and talent were Dena Anderson, Margaret Deaton, Terry Durham, Cedric Elmer, Debbie Hugdahl, Carmen Leslie, Erich Obersteiner, Kay Pushman, Pam Smithson, Maria Swift, and Juanita Townsend.

Last year brought our congregation many blessings along with a few financial obligations as we had to re-roof part of our building and we had some major plumbing problems.  Thanks to the generosity of some of our members much of these bills have been paid.  Additional contributions are still needed to replace the money in our savings accounts.


As you know, we started a new policy giving our beloved Pastor, Gil Moore some relief from his many duties.  Carol and Mickey Costello have done a wonderful job in chairing the volunteers that have taken over these duties.  We also gave Pastor Gil one Sunday off each month and have had a wonderful variety of preachers take his place in the pulpit including Pastor Lynda Elmer, Karen Merkel, 


Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Epiphany”


There is a quick age regression from the last Sunday in December where Jesus was a 12-year-old smart mouthed child.  No gasping!!  Think about it, Mary and Joseph have been hunting for Jesus, a 12-year-old, for three days.  When they find him, Joseph sends Mary in to get him because Joseph realizes that he will not be calm when he finds him.  Then what does Jesus do, he looks at his mom and tells her she should have known that he would be in the Temple.  I am sure that Mary and Joseph had a few words with this child at this.  Just note the last 2 verses (Luke 2:51-52) “51And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.”  The boy learned better.  Then he’s back to being a baby, then a 30-year-old man all within a few Sundays.  There is a reason for this, it is the definition of Epiphany!

January begins with the Feast of the Epiphany.  Epiphany means “a sudden, intuitive perception of or insight into the reality or essential meaning of something, usually initiated by some simple, homely, or commonplace occurrence or experience.” (from dictionary.com)  It is related to the noun revelation.  After the celebration on January 6th of the Epiphany we will be entering into the Time after Epiphany which is a short eight weeks until we get to Lent.


First Sunday of January we celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord and hear from Matthew the story of the Magi and their gifts.  For us this is the reality of God with Us in the simplicity of the birth of a baby.  What we need to realize with this story is that God Incarnate was presented first to the Jewish people at Christmas through the shepherds and then to the rest of the world through the Magi.  And just as all of them did, we too should bring our gifts to God.

[image: image10.png]



Altar Flowers for January

January 6th:

Poinsettias

January 13th:


Open

January 20th:


Open

January 27th:


Open

Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.


Rev. David Berg, Rev. Lisa Rotchford, Chris Moore, and Rev. Carole Parmeter Dyer (January 13).


Mickey and Carol Costello were our delegates attending the Pacifica Synod Assembly in Palm Desert in May.


St. Theodore Episcopal Church began using our Facilities for worship at 12:15 each Sunday and this practice is going very well for both parties.


At part one of our annual congregational meeting in November the budget for 2019 as prepared by Kay Pushman was unanimously approved and Dena, Kay, Maria, and Juanita were re-elected to serve another term on the council.  New officers will be elected at our January 24 meeting.


It has been an honor to serve as your 2018 President.

Jerry Brady

[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.emf]

THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Epiphany of Our Lord
through the Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Newsletter Assembly

Beverly Dinning

Alice Dokter

Dee Sessa

Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Alice Dokter

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

6th:
Marilyn Hern
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

13th:
Wendy Alfageme


Phyllis Mackey

Alma Zamzow

20th:
Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

27th:
Wendy Alfageme

Marilyn Hern
Alma Zamzow


Acolyte

Carmen Leslie

Communion Assistant
Larry Norlander

Greeter

Lucy Fitch

Al Hayes
Reader

Cedric Elmer

Prayer Leader

Chris Moore

Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Lynda Elmer

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


January 6, 2019 – Epiphany of Our Lord

Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Ephesians 3:1-12

Matthew 2:1-12

January 13, 2019 – Baptism of Our Lord

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 20, 2019 – Second Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

John 2:1-11

January 27, 2019 – Third Sunday after Epiphany

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Luke 4:14-21


February 3, 2019 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Psalm 71:1-6

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Luke 4:21-30

February 10, 2019 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 6:1–13

Psalm 138

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11

February 17, 2019 – Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26
February 24, 2019 – Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

Luke 6:27-38
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Global Mission Call ~~ 

Flo Nesland has done this for six years and December was her last presentation. She's retiring.

Thanks Flo!

Any volunteers?  Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, January 27th.
On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.
The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 10:00 a.m.

This month we will meet on

January 22nd at 10:00 a.m.!

[image: image14.wmf]
“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!


Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let him know as you leave services and he will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

Our Members: Lois Beatty, Verna Becker, Carol Costello, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Margaret Deaton, Patti Drumm, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Debbie Hugdahl, Ken Lancaster, Betty Lucero, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Kay and Jim Pushman, Violet Quist, Jann Schaffer, Lillian Smith, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Laura Arnold, Roman Bently, Sally Blevins, Julie and Rich Carlson, Caren Condon, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, David Dokter, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Dave Kozycz, Mary Lanza, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Mary Matthews, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Sgt. Pat Oglesbee, Ariel Perea, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Louise Wagner, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 
[image: image15.emf]

In Memoriam

Please pray for the 

family and friends of

Jane Inglis

July 20, 1934 to November 2018
May she rest in the peace of Christ

OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Due to the timing of the printing of this newsletter, our November financial report is not availible.  If possible, we will include that information in the newsletter for February.

Our November and December Financial Reports will be included with our Annual Financial Report presented at the Annual Meeting Part 2 on Sunday, February 17.  
[image: image16.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 



Year End Gifts are Accepable in January, too!
[image: image17.png]


Year End Gifts are encouraged by many charities at this time of the year. Please remember Redeemer with year-end gifts too.  Please pray about a year end gift to your church ~ if you don’t, who will?
ANNUAL REPORTS
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ALL COMMITTEE REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2019 TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PUBLISHED REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING ~ PART 2 ON FEBRUARY 17.
Reports are need from: Pastor, the Financial Secretary, the annual financial report, budget for 2019, Altar Guild, Outreach Committee, Fellowship Committee, and Redeemer Church Women.  All other ministries that wish to submit an annual report are welcome to do so but also need to be in the office by Thursday, January 17th.  Thank You!!!

ANNUAL MEETING (Part 2)
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We will be having our Annual Meeting (Part 2) will be on February 17.  This will be the presentations of the Annual Reports and the Election of Lay Delegates to the Pacifica Synod Assembly.  The 2019 Pacifica Synod Assembly will meet at Hope Lutheran in Palm Desert Friday, May 10 to Saturday, May 11, 2019
BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

[image: image20.wmf]Pastor Lynda's Bible Study will continue with the book of Ezekiel.  He, like Daniel lived in the time of the strength of the Babylonian Empire and lived with God’s people in exile in Babylon.  God used him to bring his people back to him.  The message of our sinfulness and God’s mercy is a message for us all.  Join us in the fellowship hall on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.  Come and bring a friend.

MARITIME SHOE BOXES
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Thank you to all who donated to the Shoe Boxes!  We made 25 boxes that were delivered to the Maritime Ministry in San Pedro.  For some, this will be their only Christmas present while they are far from home.

Thank You All Cookie Bakers, Package Assemblers, and Deliverers!
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Thank you to all the cookie bakers and the extra hands for assembling the packages and those who picked up packages to deliver.

Personal Annual Giving Reports

[image: image23.png]


If you wish to have a report of your giving for 2018, please contact the office at (562) 598-8697 and it will be sent to you at the end of January. 
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Birthday
Wendy Alfageme
January
3

Bernie Gerard
January
5

Cedric Elmer
January
15

Mickey Costello
January
19

Evelyn Bendix
January
20

Edith Mitchell
January
20

Carmen Leslie
January
24

Carl Keene
January
28

January Anniversaries

Tekeste Teclu and Deginesh Worku
January
10
Leslie (and Randy) Arrington
January
24



	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	SECRETARY ON VACATION ON TUESDAY
	
	1 

NEW YEAR’S DAY

NO Office Hours

NO - Respite Care

	2
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	3
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	4
	5
11:30 a.m. – Jane Inglis Memorial Service

	6
EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship


	7
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	8
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
4:00 p.m. – InterFaith Council Meeting
	9
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	10
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

10:00 a.m. – SBHRC Devotions
	11
	12

	13
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

10:30 am Worship Service

Carole Parmeter Dyer - Preaching
Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship
	14
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	15
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	16
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	17
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
	18
	19

	20
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	21
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	22
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00 a.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	23
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	24
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	25
	26

	27
10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship 


	28
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	29
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER MAILED


	30
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	31

9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
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