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Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332.

CALENDAR NOTES

February 14 – Annual Meeting Part 2 Pick-up Annual Reports (10:00 am to 12:30 pm)
February 17 – Ash Wednesday

February 21 – First Sunday of Lent
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As of this newsletter’s publication (2/4/2021), we are keeping with GRF’s Pandemic recommendations and are closing down all Services (inside, outside, curbside) until it is determined it is safe to reopen.  Hold each other in prayer as we wait upon the Lord.  We are in His Hands!
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February Birthdays

Russ Cullimore
February
1

Dena Anderson
February
10

Lisa Rotchford
February
13

Alma Zamzow
February
15

Beverly Dinning
February
18

Linda Robertson
February
20

February Anniversaries

(Bob) and Sally Hoherd
February
14

March Birthdays

Kathy Nilsson
March
2

Lynda Elmer
March
15

Sandra Langdale
March
15

Shirley Reimers
March
18

Edith Sessa
March
18

Bob Edwards
March
26

Joan Schwechtenberg
March
26

Lavona Moore
March
28

Phyllis Mackey
March
31
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 Birthday

to Our Episcopal Friends

February Birthdays
March Birthdays

February/March 2021

“Give Up and Give”
Dear sweet people of Redeemer —

One question that pastors are guaranteed to be asked at least a few times each Lent is, “Should we ‘give things up’ for Lent?”  My protestant-theology response is that we are encouraged to give to one another as much as to give something up in a Lenten penitence practice.

The ultimate sacrifice was given for us by Jesus on the cross.  Many find giving small sacrifices during Lent as an exercise to offer thanksgiving for the ultimate sacrifice of resurrected life given to us at Easter.  In this time of pandemic and quarantine when opportunities for giving up might be difficult, here are 40 Lenten ways to “Give up & Give” in new ways in our 40 days of Lent (Feb 17-April 3):

1. Give up worrying.
2. Give God your troubles.
1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
3. Give up losing hope.
4. God is hope.
Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
5. Give up grumbling.

 6. Give your time to positively talking with someone needing some uplifting words of life.
Philippians 2:14-16 Do everything without grumbling or arguing…. Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life.
7. Give up arguing.
8. Give an ear to listen.
2 Timothy 2:23-24 “the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone.
9. Give up negative thinking.
10. Give a positive spin to your thoughts.
Romans 14:19   So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.
11. Give up speaking ill of someone.
12. Give a special effort to cheer someone.
Ephesians 4:29 - “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.”
13. Give up troubles of the heart.
14. Give your heart to dwelling on God’s love for you.
Ephesians 3: 16-19 I ask that out of the riches of His glory He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. Then you, being rooted and grounded in love, will have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
15. Give up bitterness.
16. Give special thanksgivings for unexpected blessings.
James 3:17 - But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.
17. Give up fear.
18. Let God give you the courage to face anything.
Numbers 6:24-26 - “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace."
19. Give up frowning.
20. Give a smile.
Psalm 43:5: “O my soul, why be so gloomy and discouraged? Trust in God! I shall again praise him for his wondrous help; he will make me smile again, for he is my God!”
21. Give up saying or doing anything unkind.
22. Give kindness away freely.
Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
23. Give up wasting time on strife. 
24. Give your time to actively seeking peace.
Romans 12:18 - If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
25. Give up gossip.
26. Give loving thoughts to one another freely.
Hebrews 12:14 - Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
27. Give up complaining.
28. Give God compliments on all of your blessings.
James 1:2-4 - “Count it all joy…when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing."
29. Give up feeling frustrated with yourself.
30. God will comfort you as we care for one another.
Matthew 11:28 - “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
31. Give up making excuses.
32. Give yourself the gift of time to accomplish a goal.
Philippians 4:12-13 - “In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me."
33. Give up whining.
34. Give your concerns to God who will lift you up.
Psalm 103:2-5 - “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's."
35. Give up procrastination.
36. Give your time to accomplishing tasks God’s put before you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
37. Give up discouragement.

38. Give God the chance to lead you and encourage you on life’s journey.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 - “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

39. Give up time focused on worldly things.
40. Give God prayerful attention.
Matthew 6:9-13 (the Lord's model prayer) – "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen."
As the Coronavirus continues to dictate how and when we are able to worship — inside/outside, small group/25% capacity — we will resume as soon as the Covid numbers move Orange County out of the most restrictive purple tier.

Our Feb/March Lenten-themed newsletter gives us a chance to concentrate on Lent 2021.   In addition to this newsletter, you will be receiving a packet of ashes to administer to yourself on Ash Wednesday, February 17th. Social distancing regulations have dictated we cannot get within 6 feet of each other to administer ashes in-person safely, and the bishops have advised sending out packets instead.  Prayers and instructions will be included.

Blessings to you this Lenten Season,
Pastor Lisa

2021 Church Council Members
Terms expire December 31, 2021
Carol Costello

[appointed by the Council November 2019 to fill out the term of Dena Anderson]
Kay Pushman
Maria Swift
Juanita Townsend

Terms expire December 31, 2022
Nancy Anderson
Jerry Brady
Anne Walshe

[appointed by the Council September 2020 to fill out the term of Terry Durham]
Carl Keene

[appointed by the Council June 2020 to fill out the term of Chris Moore]

Terms expire December 31, 2023
Phyllis Mackey
Carmen Leslie

Betty Lucero

Leslie Parker

Officers
Ex-officio
Pastor Lisa Rotchford
President

Carl Keene
Vice-President
Jerry Brady
Secretary
Nancy Anderson
Treasurer
Phyllis Mackey

Finance Chair

Kay Pushman

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

PROJECTED FINANCIAL REPORT

FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2021

Our Operating Expense of 
$7,364.81 exceeded
our Operating Income of 
$6,148.82 


by ($1,215.99) for the month of January.
Comparing Actual figures to Budgeted figures, which are based on the church being open:

Budgeted Operating Expense of 
$10,083.00 exceeded
Actual Operating Expense of 
$7,364.81

by ($2,718.19).
Budgeted Operating Income 
$10,083.00 exceeded
Actual Operating Income of 
$6,148.82

by ($3,934.18).

Respectfully submitted,

Financial Chairman

January 26, 2021
Personal Annual Giving Reports

You should have received a report of your giving for 2020, please contact the office at (562) 598-8697 if you have not received it and need one.  Please include a current address and phone number with your message!
CYCLE B – Year of Mark
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
THROUGH GOOD FRIDAY
February 7, 2021 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 40:21-31

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c

1 Corinthians 9:16-23

Mark 1:29-39

February 14, 2021 – Transfiguration of Our Lord

2 Kings 2:1-12

Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Mark 9:2-9

February 17, 2021 – Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Isaiah 58:1-12 (Alternate)

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 21, 2021 – First Sunday in Lent

Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 25:1-10

1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15

February 28, 2021 – Second Sunday in Lent

Psalm 22:23-31

Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38

March 7, 2021 – Third Sunday in Lent

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 2:13-22


March 14, 2021 – Fourth Sunday in Lent

Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

March 21, 2021 – Fifth Sunday in Lent

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 51:1-12

Psalm 119:9-16 (Alternate)

Hebrews 5:5-10

John 12:20-33

March 28, 2021 – Sunday of The Passion / Palm Sunday

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11 OR: John 12:12-16

Isaiah 50:4-9

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1—15:47

Mark 15:1-39 [40-47] (Alternate)

April 1, 2021 – Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-14

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 31-35

April 2, 2021 – Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12

Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (Alternate)

John 18:1—19:42

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Proclaiming the Gospel”

February finds us ending our time after Epiphany and beginning our Lenten Season (on February 17 with Ash Wednesday).  Time seems to be going very quickly this year!

The first Sunday of February we have one of those Gospel lessons that could go anywhere.  Do we talk about mothers-in-law, or about pain and suffering, or prayer, or the need for solitude, or do we talk about Christian discipleship, compassion, care for others?  I’m going with the last bit!  Getting ready to write, I was reading through the lessons for this Sunday and started snickering when I got to the second lesson from the first of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians.  How many of us can say, as Paul did, “If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!” (1Cor 9:16)?  Really, this is how we should be!  As we claim to be Christians: followers of Christ, living the Gospel values, seekers of the will of God in our lives; this also should be our mantra.  Jesus, in his ministry, through both words and action, teaches us that the care of the needy, service to others, compassion for all.  This is what discipleship is about!  Simon’s mother-in-law, after the fever left her, got up and started serving.  This is how we should be reacting to Jesus’s toughing our lives; not complaining about what we don’t have or what we wanted or how someone else has more or different.  We need to ride up and serve.  How do we get there from here?  Through prayer.  Through times of solitude.  Through listening both to God and others.  Through forgiveness.  Through looking at and for the bit of God within each person.  Through proclaiming the Gospel in your every action and word.

We begin the time after Epiphany with the Baptism of Jesus and end it with the Transfiguration of Jesus.  The presence of the Trinity on both occasions includes the Father claiming Jesus as His own and giving us directions to listen this time!  How did Peter, James, and John react?  Fear but wanting to stay on the mountain.  To dwell here.  Instead, Jesus brings them down the mountain and tells them not to speak of what happened – until after the resurrection.  This is one of the issues when you decide to become a follower of Jesus – what we want to do verses what Jesus want you to do.  The “yes” to follow the call comes with a price; usually involving pain and sacrifice but definitely fear and confusion.  We don’t get to hang out on the mountain top with God; we have to go down and deal with the nitty-gritty of reality and people.
February 17 is Ash Wednesday.  We again are on a mountain!  This is from the Sermon on the Mount and gives us the guidelines for what we will be working on during this Lent (and hopefully beyond).  It is our annual call to alms giving, prayer, and fasting.  After this past year of fasting from many of our usual activities it seems that Lent might just be a bit redundant.  Maybe this year we really dedicate ourselves to those Lenten practices (it might be a little easier!).

Remember just about six weeks ago, when we heard about Jesus’s baptism, we’re back again!  But this time we get the follow-up – what happens after the baptism.  But being Mark’s Gospel, we get no details.  Jesus is out there for 40 days with Satan tempting, wild beasts, and angels.  And then he is in Galilee, after John’s arrest, proclaiming the same message as John: The Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe.  Mark is fast.  He’s here, he’s there, always on the move and hurrying.  Mark is not a great story teller.  Not the “stay awhile and listen” kind of story teller.  It is this immediacy that could propel us to action this Lent: to really pay attention to our actions and words and how we proclaim the Gospel through them.

Ah, Peter.  You try so hard and are constantly slapped back down by Jesus.  What happened just before this Gospel selection is that Peter declared that Jesus was the Messiah.  Good job Peter.  Now, Peter is hearing something he cannot understand or wants to comprehend, so he tries to “correct” Jesus!  And Jesus verbally slaps him down and goes on to soften the blow by reminding ALL his followers that they ALL need to carry their cross.  Each of us have a cross to bear.  Sometimes it’s noticeable to others and sometimes it’s hidden; sometimes it’s easier and sometimes it’s harder; but it is always there.  Remember the first Sunday where we talked about Christian discipleship, compassion, care for others?  We are back there again.  Not only do we bear our own crosses but we should also help others with their own.  Really, if we all did this (rather than stepping on other’s crosses to make them heavier) we could, perhaps get through this together!

The Gospel lesson for the third Sunday of Lent this year is on that frequently makes people stop and really thing about who Jesus was.  So often Jesus is thought about as simple, loving, kind, understanding, peaceful person preaching about love your neighbor and forgive others.  That kind of person sounds a bit weak to change the world!  Rather, this Gospel lesson about the money changers in the Temple reminds us that Jesus was really a radical person.  WWJD?!?  Well, he could heal, forgive, cure, challenge the status quo, shine a light on hypocrisy, and flip a table.  Jesus ate. Slept. Jesus hung out with friends.  Jesus got angry.  Jesus laughed.  Jesus cried.  Jesus got tired.  Jesus was fully human AND fully divine.  It is ZEAL that Jesus had.  Not a word we hear a lot of these days.  During this Lent, perhaps we could all work a little harder to have that zeal for following Jesus truly and authentically.

John 3:16.  That’s what the most popular take-away from the Gospel lesson for the fourth Sunday of Lent.  The small issue with this focus is that it negates what comes afterwards.  It’s not just that God sent the Son into the world.  It is also that there needs to be belief.  And though that belief the guidance of our actions.  Satan, the devils, the demons all believed in who Jesus was, but they were not saved.  We need to act in the light of Jesus, not in darkness.  We need to continue in shining and sharing the light so that those who see our actions can know they are done to the glory of God.  During Lent, be the light of Christ to the world (or at least your little part of it!).

This Lent, let us all work on our own Christian discipleship, compassion, care for others.  Let us all help one another with their cross.  Let us support and build others up rather than tearing them down.

BOOK STUDY!!

We are continuing our Book Study of “The 52 Greatest Stories of the Bible: A Weekly Devotional” by Kenneth Boa and John Alan Turner is an easy way to enrich each week of the new year.  If you would like to read it on your own, or take part in a short weekly discussion of each week’s chapter, you can join with others in being enriched by our Bible’s stories.  The cost of the book is $15 or it can be ordered directly on Amazon.  If you’d like a copy of the book to be picked up at the church/dropped off to you, or would like to join the telephone discussion group beginning the first week of January, please call the church (562) 598-8697 and let Pastor Lisa know.  It is not too late to join!!
ANNUAL MEETING – PART 2

Because of the closures, restrictions, and for safety, we will not be able to meet as a Congregation for the Annual Meeting – Part 2.  We will have copies of the Annual Reports available on Sunday, February 14 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in front of the Church’s main doors.  Please stop by and pick one up.  Pastor Lisa will also have Communion you may take home to consume and prayers to go with it.
Now might be a time to reflect and pray about your gifts of time, talent and treasure to God through the church.  Please pray as we engage in God’s work.

Delegates for the Annual Synod Assembly

Currently, the Council is planning to have Nancy Anderson, who was going to be our delegate last Assembly, and Carl Keene, our new Council President, as our delegates for this year.  If you would be interested in representing Redeemer Lutheran Church at the Annual Synod Assembly, or as an alternate, please let one of the Church Council Members know.  It is planned to be online for this year!  Access to the internet and a computer will be needed.
Saturday, May 1, 2021 is the date for our next Synod Assembly.  This one-day assembly will be held completely online.  Please begin to consider who your voting members will be, keeping in mind the following:

• Voting members will need to be familiar with computers or tablets (such as iPads) and able to learn an additional voting program/app. 

• As this will be a one-day assembly on a Saturday, consider electing people whose schedules have prohibited them from attending past assemblies during weekdays.
• Each voting member will need to have their own device. Even if voting members live together, they cannot share one device. Each person needs their own device to vote.
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