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From Pastor Lisa Rotchford …
“Leap” for the Lord on
Your “Extra” Day!

Dear Family and Friends:

When our 2020 calendar calls us to “leap” with an extra day tacked onto the end of February, the question is: “What will you do with your “extra” day?  Will you dedicate it to the Lord?  Can you “leap for the Lord”?

A passage that helps us make the leap from our Epiphany season into Lent (which begins on Feb. 26th) is from the 35th chapter of Isaiah.  The prophet foretells us that when the Day of the Lord comes, it will be like a rainy day in the (California) desert: “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus  it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing….weak hands will be strengthened, feeble knees  made firm…the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.”  As God’s faithful people, we are on the “Holy Way…where the redeemed shall walk….And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”


Church Office Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Please call and leave a message at all other times.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays) 

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Conference Room
Holy Communion and Healing Service: 11:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Sanctuary
Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the Last Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room
Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room
Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene 
Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Rotchford

phone is (714) 833-7332
Secretary: Margo Geesing

Organist: Sharon Heck
Anyone remember the Hebrew National commercial tag line, “We answer to a higher authority”?  In this case, Jesus is calling us to do just that on the third Sunday of February.  Just as the Commandments are the “childlike” faith [rules; what do I have to do] and the Beatitudes are the “go beyond” part Jesus tells us to not only discipline our words and actions but also our thoughts.  Chapter 5 is a turning point in Matthew’s Gospel.  It’s no longer setting up and getting started; light and laughter; love and fellowship; Jesus is on a mission to have his followers ready to go beyond; he seems harsh and unrelenting but he does it so we can be and do our best.  When have you gone beyond the minimum requirements?  How did it make you feel?  How did it make others feel?
On the last Sunday of February, we have the Transfiguration of Our Lord and the last Sunday before Lent.  This is the second manifestation of the Trinity experienced by followers of Jesus (and us – the Baptism of Our Lord was just a few weeks ago!).  This time Jesus is standing on the mountain top, the Holy Spirit comes in the cloud, and again the Father states, this is my Son, listen to him.  This passage ends with the command, do not speak of this until the Son of Man rises from the dead.  This is one of the foreshadowing of his death that the disciples do not seem to understand.  So, what does this mean to us. We are not on that mountain top with Him; but we are.  As followers we also go into the water of baptism, we go up that mountain top, we triumphantly enter Jerusalem, have a last supper, go through trials, walk to Calvary, and die on the cross: we have to so that we also can receive the same reward – Heaven!  How has Jesus transformed your life?  How have you lived out that transformation?  How have you helped others to see Jesus?
On Ash Wednesday we begin the season of Lent; we hear from the Gospel of Matthew.  In this Gospel lesson we are given the outline of how we should live Lent, and the rest of our lives.  We are called to do righteous deeds, give alms, spend time in prayer, fast and thereby build treasures in heaven.  Jesus also gives us the warning: don’t do these to show off; don’t brag about what you do; do it simply, in our ordinary everyday lives, looking only for God to approve.  What do you plan to DO for Lent?  How are you going to walk with Jesus this Lent: into Jerusalem, to the last supper, to the garden, through the trial, to the cross, in the tomb, and finally, to the empty tomb?

For many of us — due to age, or joints or bones — the thought of “leaping” is a bit much.  (When my spine was broken in 3 places in 1996, I never thought I’d be able to stand completely upright again, let alone leap.  I share with many of you that residual pain — especially when a storm approaches!)  

What will you do with your “extra” day to joyfully love the Lord?  Dedicate every day, especially an “extra” day, to loving and leaping to the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength as he comes into this world and goes out of this world to save us.  (That is something to be worth “leaping for joy” about!)
Pastor Lisa
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.

Message from Our President …

Dear Christian Friends:


We are all looking forward to a really special day for Redeemer Lutheran Church of Leisure World in Seal Beach.  Sunday, February 16 is the official date of Pastor Lisa Rotchford’s installation as our new Pastor (although at this point, she is hardly new.)  The day will start off with our regular 10:30 a.m. Worship Service, a joint celebration with St. Theodore of Canterbury Episcopal Church.  Our former Pastor, Gil Moore will preach.  The installation will take place at 3:00 p.m. with ELCA Bishop Andy Taylor and Episcopal Bishop John Harvey Taylor sharing the Pulpit.  Visiting clergy will also be represented.  Following the installation, a special gathering will occur in our fellowship hall.  Please mark this date on your calendar and help us welcome Pastor Lisa, a true gift of God for our congregation.


Another important date for us is Sunday, February 9 when we hold the second part of our Annual Congregational meeting immediately following Worship.  Annual reports will be presented and delegates from our Church will be chosen for the 33rd Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly which is coming up May 28 through 30.


Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

 “Go Big, or Go Home”  Matthew Chapter 5

February pretty much goes through the entire chapter 5 of Matthew broken into three parts.  We climb the mountain and just stay there.  The first Sunday of February we begin the Sermon on the Mount with the beatitudes.  They are a call to a deeper, richer faith and trust in the goodness of God.  They are also a challenge.  As Moses went up the mountain to get the Ten Commandments which are the “minimum requirements” the “what we have to do” Jesus goes to the mountain to give us a “how to” for the fulfillment of the Commandments.  When we look at the word or phrase after “Blessed are you who …” we can begin to question if this is really the kind of life we wanted to sign up for.  Who really wants to be poor, hungry, weep, and be hated?!?  This is the life that Jesus himself lived.  Should we live better than our God?  Jesus calls us to have generous spirits.  To be aware of the needs of others.  To breath deep and carry on when people talk about you and abuse you because you are his follower.  It’s hard to stand up against the status quo, even when you know it’s the right thing to do.  When and with who do you find it the hardest to live the correct Christian way?  When and with who do you find yourself going along with others just because it is easier?  When and with who do you find it acceptable to put others below yourself/the group?

The second Sunday of February we are still on the mountain with Jesus.  He calls us to be salt and light.  But WHY Jesus?!?  Everyone knows YOU ARE the light of the world!  Salt is one of the most common spices used.  It was used as pay.  It was and is important but now days, very common.  Light is also like that.  It’s everywhere, just flip a switch.  It’s even on cell phones!  People are also common.  They are everywhere.  But Jesus doesn’t ask us to be extraordinary!  He asks us to be light and salt BECAUSE they are so necessary to life.  It always reminds me of a hymn refrain: “We are the light of the world; may our light shine before all, that they may see the good that we do, and give glory to God.”  So, we need to be light (and salt) for the world.  Who has been your light in the darkness?  Who have you been light for?  Who has flavored your life and how?  Who have you been salt to?
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Altar Flowers for February
February 2nd:

Joan Tsechirken in Memory of Jon.
February 9th:


Wendy Alfageme in Memory of My Grandson, Rafael.
February 16th:


Nancy Luebben in Honor of My Niece, Amy Luebben-Rivera, on Her Valentine Birthday (February 14th).
February 23rd:


St. Theodore of Canterbury Episcopal Church in Memory of All Our Loved Ones.
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.
If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.



We had a really nice turnout at the recent Leisure World Interfaith Council Annual Gala Dinner in Clubhouse 2.  A good representation of Redeemer folks were there.  I wonder if the fact that Pastor Gil Moore was being honored at the event had anything to do with it.


I am sure that there are a lot of questions about the effect the recent water damage has had on our Church building.  There have been constant meetings with various tradesmen to ascertain what needs to be done and the meetings continue to go on with no definite answers as of yet.  My personal thanks are endless to Pastor Lisa who really has gone above and beyond the call of duty in this unprecedented occurrence.  We will try to keep you posted of any developments.


New officers were chosen by the Church Council at our meeting on Thursday, January 23, however it was too late for publication in this article.  We will announce the officers chosen by the council soon.

The grace of our Lord be with you!
Jerry Brady

President
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Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
through the First Sunday in Lent
Newsletter Assembly

Sara Gould
Maria Swift

Dee Sessa

Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Alice Dokter

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

2nd:
Christa Diesslin
Rose Kroll
Alma Zamzow

9th:
Wendy Alfageme

Rose Kroll
Flo Nesland
16th:
Christa Diesslin
Rose Kroll
Flo Nesland
23rd:
Wendy Alfageme
Christa Diesslin
Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Shirlene Bradrick
Communion Assistant
Carmen Leslie
Greeter

Evelyn Stephens
Reader

Cedric Elmer
Prayer Leader

Nancy Luebben
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Lynda Elmer

Karen Ford

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers

Join us – there is always space for more voices!


February 2, 2020 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 15

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Matthew 5:1-12

February 2, 2020 – Presentation of Our Lord

Malachi 3:1-4

Psalm 84

Psalm 24:7-10 (Alternate)

Hebrews 2:14-18

Luke 2:22-40

February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 58:1-12

Psalm 112:1-10

1 Corinthians 2:1-16

Matthew 5:13-20

February 16, 2020 – Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Sirach 15:15-20 (Alternate)

Psalm 119:1-8

1 Corinthians 3:1-9

Matthew 5:21-37

February 23, 2020 – Transfiguration of Our Lord

Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm 2

Psalm 99 (Alternate)

2 Peter 1:16-21

Matthew 17:1-9

February 26, 2020 – Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Isaiah 58:1-12 (Alternate)

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

March 1 – First Sunday in Lent

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

Romans 5:12-19

Psalm 32

Matthew 4:1-11
March 8 – Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 12:1-4

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

Psalm 121

John 3:1-17
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[image: image12.wmf]Global Mission Call ~~ 

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

Our next Mission Moment is February 23rd 
The Outreach Team meets on the last Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.
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This month we will meet on

February 25th at 2:00 pm!

“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!
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Birthday[image: image16.wmf]
February Birthdays

Russ Cullimore
February
1

Dena Anderson
February
10

Alma Zamzow
February
15

Beverly Dinning
February
18

Linda Robertson
February
20
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February Anniversaries

(Bob) and Sally Hoherd
February
14
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Sealed Pledges
You should have received in the mail last month our annual Sealed Pledge paperwork.  Please return them in the offertory or mail them back.  They will be dedicated in this month and be kept by the altar.
OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending December 31, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$10,011.41
$10,744.00
($732.59)

Operating Expenses
$8,123.21
$10,744.00
$2,620.79
Variance
$1,888.20
$0.00
$1,888.20
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to December 31, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$112,333.31
$128,484.00
($16,150.69)

Operating Expenses
$116,231.29
$128,484.00
$12,252.71
Variance
($3,897.98)
$0.00
($3,897.98)
[image: image19.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 

“Dine Out” Fundraiser

We are going to have another “Dine Out” Fundraiser on Wednesday, February 19 (you will be getting a flyer for this one too!!) all day at California Pizza Kitchen (and they have mor than just pizza!) in the Rossmoor Center at 12171 Seal Beach Blvd; Seal Beach, CA 90740.  Come and bring a flyer and a friend!!

Personal Annual Giving Reports

[image: image20.wmf]If you requested a report of your giving for 2019, you should have received it.  Please contact the office at (562) 598-8697 if you have not and it will be sent to you. 

BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda
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The Bible Study with Pastor Lynda meets Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  They are continuing their studying the Book of Proverbs.  Join us in the conference room.  Bibles are available to borrow.  Come and bring a friend!
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ANNUAL MEETING – PART 2

We will be having our Annual Meeting (Part 2) on February 9th after our Worship Service.  The Annual Reports will be presented and the delegates for the Annual Synod Assembly will be chosen.

Now might be a time to reflect and pray about your gifts of time, talent and treasure to God through the church.  Please pray as we engage in God’s work.

Membership Directory

[image: image23.wmf]We are updating and making any changes necessary so we can have the final, final directory ready for the Annual Meeting Part 2!  NOW is the time to let us know if there are any changes to your information!  You can make any changes on the copy of the directory in the entry way or you may call the Office to give any updated information.
CHRISTMAS DAY BRUNCH

[image: image24.wmf]Many thanks to the following contributors to our wonderful event.  As you shop, please continue to frequent these generous businesses:
CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN

MARSHALLS

SPROUTS

TRADERS JOES

RALPHS

VONS

Also, contributing to the day with financial aid, and helping hands were:

Pastor Lisa; Carol and Mickey Costello; Rhonda Sandberg, Director of LW Chorale and Good News; Midge Bash, our neighbor, and generous contributor to our church's renovation; Jan and Dave Friedman, friends of mine; Phyllis Mackey, Flo Nesland, Lorna, Theresa, and Terry Durham

Many thanks to all of these dear people. “Many hands make for light work!”
God Bless all of you.

Kay Pushman


Pastor Lisa Rotchford’s

Installation!!

Sunday, February 16

At 3:00 p.m.

Come, Welcome,

and Celebrate with Us!


Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Dena Anderson, Evelyn Benedix, Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Barbara Dykman, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Karen Ford, Dick and Sarah Gould, Ken Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Barbara Schuyler, Anita Smart, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, Alma Zamzow, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Lupe, Stephen, Constance (from Rehab), Jesus and Cindy, Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Kyle Belanger, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Reigee De Leon, David Dokter, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Maggie Fitzpatrick, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltiney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Ryan Lloyd, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Bill Montague, Lisa and Stephan Nicholson, Ariel Perea, Teresa Rodriguez, Collette Rotchford-Golden, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Margaret Unique, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, Penny Watkins, Nicole Young McNall, and Bryce Young.
We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 


	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1


	2
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship


	3
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	4
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	5
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study

11:30 a.m. – Communion and Healing Service


	6
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	7

	8


	9
10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship

ANNUAL MEETING PART 2
	10
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	11
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE


	12
LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY

10:30 a.m. – Bible Study

11:30 a.m. – Communion and Healing Service


	13
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
10:00 a.m. – SBHRC Devotions


	14
VALENTINE’S DAY


	15

	16
10:30 am Worship Service

Pastor Gil Moore Presiding

Coffee Fellowship

3:00 p.m. INSTALLATION OF PASTOR LISA ROTCHFORD and Holy Communion

	17
PRESIDENT’S DAY

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	18
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
NEWSLETTER PRINTED


	19
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study

11:30 a.m. – Communion and Healing Service

ALL DAY: CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN FUNDRIASER (must bring a flyer!)
	20
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	21

	22
WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY

	23
10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship

	24
9:30 am to 3:30 pm – Respite Care

	25
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm – Respite Care
2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

NEWSLETTER MAILED


	26
ASH WEDNESDAY
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study

Ash Wednesday Service 11:30 a.m. – Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes

	27
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting


	28
	29
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