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PASTOR’S CORNER

“Lent”

Dear Friends:

Not only does it seem like time is flying, but Easter comes early this year. This means that Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent also arrives early. In fact, Ash Wednesday is on February 14, which is also Valentine's Day. An interesting combination of days. The one with ashes begins a penitential season in the church year and the other a secular day full of expressions of love with greeting cards, flowers, and candy.  Both days have meaning for us. Permit me to comment on the season that begins with Ash Wednesday.

Lent is the forty-day season from Ash Wednesday to Easter (excluding Sundays) when we reflect on Christ's suffering and death, which won forgiveness of our sin and led us out of death to life. Repentance and renewal of faith and life are themes of this somber season. (Note the announcements on page 10)

Interestingly, the word Lent originates from the Old English word for spring. During Lent, the bitterness and bleakness of winter give way to the warmth and color of spring. (a phenomenon experienced elsewhere than southern California) During Lent, it is as if creation comes back to life as trees bud and flowers begin to grow.
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Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
Sermon on the Mount and gives us the guidelines for what we will be working on during this Lent (and hopefully beyond).  It is our annual call to alms giving, prayer, and fasting.

Now we are entering the time of Lent.  This Lent, pay particular attention to the first lessons.  We will be going through the covenants that God has made with his people.  God always initiates these covenants, man responds, then man breaks his part of the agreement, God retries in a different way, and it goes on.  During this Lent we will be looking at these various covenants and their connection to the Gospel.  The first Sunday of Lent the first lesson is from the end of the flood story.  In this story God saves a small portion of people and agrees to be their God if they will follow him.  God allows it to rain for 40 days and nights.  At the end he places his bow in the sky as a promise to never destroy the earth again in water.  This is the first of many covenants God will make with man.  That theme of 40 days and nights is reflected in the Gospel of Mark when Jesus is sent into the desert for that same amount of time.  40 as a time period reoccurs often in the Bible.  It usually signifies a time period of cleansing as it did in both these stories.  And so also is Lent 40 days and is our time of cleansing.

The second Sunday of Lent’s first lesson is the story of Abraham’s encounter with God and God’s promise that he would have children even in his old age.  This was a life changing encounter for Abraham and Sarah.  In the Gospel lesson Jesus tells his followers that he was going to have to go to Jerusalem to die.  This was a life changing moment for his followers also.  Take a moment in your own life and look at your own encounters with God.  How have they changed your life?

 
For Christians, however, Lent is springtime for our souls. During Lent, God prepares us for the feast of Christ's resurrection. As He draws us to ponder Christ's death on the cross, God leads us to confess the depth of our bondage to sin. Through His word of forgiveness, He fills our souls with the very life of Christ. Christ's life enlivens us, causes faith to grow, produces abundant fruit, and fills us with the joy of His salvation. 

May this season be for you a time of renewal of faith and joy in the gift of sacrificial love so freely given us in Christ our Lord!
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Blessings!

Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Cedric Elmer and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:

God continued to bless Redeemer Lutheran Church in 2017 and for that we are most thankful. We are a friendly and welcoming place where Christians have found worship meaningful and inspiring. Highlights of this past year include:
· The completion of four hand-painted and designed murals displayed in front of Redeemer depicting events and seasons in the church year. 

· The music ministry continued to expand with chime choir and piano duet performances. Another studio acoustic piano was also donated. 

· The Wednesday Bible Class continues with circa 25 participants attending weekly.

·  A review and study of air circulation in the sanctuary continues with the receipt of fan and air-conditioning contracts.


Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Covenants”


Well, it’s almost that time again.  First, we two Sundays in February: the 5th Sunday after Epiphany and Transfiguration to go through before we start Lent.


The first Sunday of February we have Jesus’ example of how we live in harmony with God’s plan.  His example: first deal with home, then with the public, and to be sure to take time to pray.  There is a similar requirement in our own lives.  We need to deal with our home life, family, and close friends.  We then need to look at the world around us: our church, community, and the larger world.  We need to also take care of ourselves.  Sleep, eat, and, most of all, pray.


The next Sunday we have the Transfiguration of the Lord.  This is the second manifestation of the Trinity experienced by followers of Jesus.  The first was at Jesus’ baptism.  Jesus comes out of the water, the Holy Spirit descends as a dove, and the voice of the Father states, this is my Son with whom I am well pleased.  This time Jesus is standing on the mountain top, the Holy Spirit descends as a dove, and again the Father states, this is my Son, listen to him.  So, what does this mean to us. We are not on that mountain top with Him; but we are.  As followers we also go into the water of baptism, we go up that mountain top, we triumphantly enter Jerusalem, have a last supper, go through trials, walk to Calvary, and die on the cross: we have to so that we also can receive the same reward – Heaven!

February 14 is Ash Wednesday (yes, it’s Valentine’s Day also).  We again are on a mountain!  This is from the 
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Altar Flowers for February
February 4th:

Wendy Alfageme in Memory of My Grandson, Rafael.
February 11th:


Open
February 18th:


Open

February 25th:


Open

Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.


Thanks are extended to our Pastor and all members of our Church Council for their year of dedication and direction during 2017.

Cedric Elmer

Outgoing Council President

New Officers were elected at the Council Meeting on January 25: Jerry Brady, President; Cedric Elmer, Vice President; Carmen Leslie, Secretary; and Margaret Deaton, Treasurer.  Margaret Deaton was appointed by the Council to fill out Lottie Dolby’s (who has left the area) Council membership.
ALTAR GUILD

Due to medical concerns, Pam Smithson can no longer serve on the Altar Guild.  As you can see on the next page – we only have TWO PEOPLE serving on this important ministry!  We are in desperate need of new volunteers.  We would like to have TWO TEAMS of FOUR PEOPLE for the Altar Guild Ministry.  There is training!  And guidelines!  And people who will help you learn the responsibilities!  Please speak to Sylvia, Carol, or Pastor if you are interested in helping!
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the 5th Sunday after Epiphany
through the 5th Sunday in Lent
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

4th:
Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow
11th:
Leslie Arrington

Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland
18th:
Wendy Alfageme

Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

25th:
Leslie Arrington

Barbaara Dykman
Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Shirlene Bradrick
Communion Assistant
Jerry Brady

Greeter

Pam Smithson
Reader

Judy Norlander
Prayer Leader

Carol Costello
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

Beverly Anderson

Charles Cullimore

Joan Cullimore

Lynda Elmer

Debbie Hugdahl

Sara Lee

Nancy Luebben

Chris Moore

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


February 4, 2018 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 40:21-31

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c

1 Corinthians 9:16-23

Mark 1:29-39

February 11, 2018 – Transfiguration of Our Lord

2 Kings 2:1-12

Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Mark 9:2-9

February 14, 2018 – Ash Wednesday

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Isaiah 58:1-12 (alternate)

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 18, 2018 – First Sunday in Lent

Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 25:1-10

1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15


February 25, 2018 – Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

Psalm 22:23-31

Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38

March 4, 2018 – Third Sunday in Lent

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 2:13-22

March 11, 2018 – Fourth Sunday in Lent

Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21
March 18, 2018 – Fifth Sunday in Lent

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 51:1-12

Psalm 119:9-16 (Alternate)

Hebrews 5:5-10

John 12:20-33

[image: image11.wmf]Global Mission Call ~~ 

Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, February 25th.

In January Flo went over our Mission Giving for the 2017 year.

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

February 27th at 2:00 pm!
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“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!


Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: 

Wendy Alfageme, Bea Bander, Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Bob Edwards, Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Jim and Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Charles Holland, Debbie Hugdahl, Ken and Mavis Lancaster, Julia Langevin, Nancy Luebben, Dody Lynch, Glen Massingill, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Christine Osterberg, Kay and Jim Pushman, Linda Robertson, Lillian Smith, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, Sandra Wright, and Martha Ziegler;

And Our Family Members and Friends: 

Eloise Arroyo, Luis Arroyo, Laura Arnold, Kyle Belanger, Roman Bently, Lynda Bischof, Caren Condon, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Roger Langevin, Mary Lanza, Jessica Mackner, Mary Matthews, George Massingill, Joyce Rettela, Matthew Shaffer, and Garette Townson. 

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 
OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

December 31, 2017


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$18,778.25
$10,747.00
$8,031.25
Operating Expenses
$12,250.56
$10,747.00
($1,503.56)

Variance
$6,227.69
$0.00
$6,227.69
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

December 31, 2017


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$132,321.86
$128,964.00
$3,357.86
Operating Expenses
$134,004.93
$128,964.00
($5,040.93)

Variance
($1,683.07)
$0.00
($1,683.07)
[image: image13.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 

Personal Annual Giving Reports

[image: image14.emf]

If you requested a report of your giving for 2017, you should have received it.  If not, or if you wish to have one sent, please contact the office at (562) 598-8697 and it will be sent to you. 
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SEALED YEARLY PLEDGE

[image: image16.png]


If you are a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church, you received in the mail a yearly pledge envelope or can pick one up from the entryway table.  They will be kept by the altar during this year and returned to you at the end of the year.  They are not opened by the church, but are a pledge to God from you.  It is a returning to God the gifts he has given to you.  If you have not done your pledge for the year yet, please pray over this.  They may be turned in at any time and will be added to those already by the altar.  They may be returned by mail or placed in the offering plate.  Please be sure to write your name on the envelope!
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And Lent Begins …

Ash Wednesday Service, with Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion, will be Wednesday, February 14th at 4:00 p.m.  All are invited.  Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten Season.  Take this opportunity to begin your preparation for Easter in worship of our God.

[image: image18.wmf]Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers 

We will have our annual Devotions and Soup Supper on Wednesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall again featuring dialogues, soup supper, and singing of Lenten hymns.


February 21
February 28
March 7

March 14, 
March 21
March 28
In Memoriam
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Please pray for the family and friends of

Jody Trinkle

October 30, 1939 to January 10, 2018

May she rest in the peace of Christ

[image: image20.wmf]BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

[image: image21.wmf]As it began on January 3, 2018 and will continue into March, the Bible Study group will be going in depth through the Gospel of John under the direction of Pastor Lynda.  It would be a wonderful addition to a planned Lenten devotion to study this Gospel. Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  for a new look into the Bible.

ANNUAL MEETING (Part 2)

[image: image22.wmf]
We will be having our Annual Meeting (Part 2) will be on February 11 after our Worship Service.  This will be the presentations of the Annual Reports and the Election of Lay Delegates to the Pacifica Synod Assembly.
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February Birthdays

Russ Cullimore
February
1

Dena Anderson
February
10

Alma Zamzow
February
15

Beverly Dinning
February
18

Shirley Anderson
February
19

Lois Beatty
February
20

Linda Robertson
February
20

Reni Schoedl
February
22

Marilyn Ventura
February
28

February Anniversaries

(Bob) and Sally Hoherd
February
14


A quick note as we continue the year!  If we missed your birthday this year, please check with us to make sure we have a membership form on file from you.  This is where we get your birthday and anniversary information.  Thank you!


	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	3

10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	1
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	2
	3

	4
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship


	5
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	6
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00-12:30 Savvy Caregiver 9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	7
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	8
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

4:00 p.m. -  SBHRC Devotions
	9
	10

	11
10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Annual Meeting Part 2 after Service
	12
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	13
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00-12:30 Savvy Caregiver
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

4:00 p.m. Interfaith Council Meeting

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	14
ASH WEDNESDAY

10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

4:00 p.m. – Ash Wednesday Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 
	15
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	16
	17

	18
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Bishop Andy Taylor Preaching

Coffee Fellowship
	19
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	20
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00-12:30 Savvy Caregiver 
2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	21
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

4:00 p.m. – Devotion and Soup Supper
	22
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	23
	24

	25
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT

10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship 


	26
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	27
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00-12:30 Savvy Caregiver

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER MAILED
	28
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

4:00 p.m. – Devotion and Soup Supper
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