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PASTOR’S CORNER
“Communication”
Dear Friends:


We live in a communication age. From cell phones to social media sites, electronic bill boards to blogs - all around us are signs that people want to, need to, and will communicate. Why do we communicate so incessantly? We have been created by a communicating God.

"In the beginning was the Word" (John 1:1). A word communicates. God has communicated His love for all eternity as Father to Son and Son to Father. He loves to communicate His love and His forgiveness to people. God has made us in His image, able to communicate. You will hear and speak a lot of words this Advent and Christmas season. How will those words reflect your origins as one created by a love-communicating God?

Reflecting on John 1:14, "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." Jesus, the Word, also communicated by showing up ("became flesh") and by hanging around hateful people ("dwelt among us"). . . We can show up where people are in need, hang around with people who need God's love, and point them to the Christmas miracle: God in flesh.


[image: image6.png]


Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Advent Devotions and Soup Supper: 3:00 p.m. Wednesdays in the Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
preparer.  So, now it’s time to look at who were your advance people?  Who prepared you for your faith?  Reflect a moment on how they did it.  Look at your own life.  How have you prepared the way for others to follow you to faith?  Is there someone who may need a little push or helping hand?  Reach out and help another to see Jesus this Christmas.


Third week of Advent (John).  Again we hear about John the Baptist as a man on a mission; sent by God.  We also are a people of a mission.  We are sent by God to testify to the light.  Through us all people might believe.  This week you get to finish a statement and then ACT ON IT.  Finish this statement: “There was I, named (fill in your name), sent by God to 
”

Fourth week of Advent (Luke).  This is the “God has a plan” moment.  With God doing the planning things happen, frequently unexpected things.  This year the fourth week of Advent is all of 23hours and 59 minutes.  Almost before you know it the announcement goes out and then the baby is here!  It gives us a moment to reflect on the mystery of God and is propelled by the John Gospel that can be used for Christmas day: “In the beginning was the Word;” – there is no gap between divine intention and the fulfillment of that intention.  God speaks and it happens.  So, for this week let us try to close those gaps between intention and fulfillment in our own lives.  Those kind words that you mean to say but haven’t.  The forgiveness that you meant to give but didn’t.  That word of praise, encouragement, thanks that got stuck somewhere.

Last Sunday of December (Luke).  This is the story of Jesus’ presentation to the Lord.  It is also a story about holy people.  The Holy Family; Simeon; and Anna.  We are all called to holiness and are striving towards it.  Who are the holy people that are in your life (not looking for perfect – just holy – “belonging to God”)?  Write their names down.  For this week, pray for those people by name.  First, thank God for them.  Then ask God to strengthen them in their faith, work, and actions.
Blessings and Love to you all during this Holy Season!



We again will be doing some special communicating with our Advent Soup Supper Devotions on Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. (early so you're home before dark) in the fellowship hall. And on Sunday, December 24th will be our Christmas celebration in the regular service at 10:30 a.m. Some inspiring communicating!

Have a blessed Christmas season – and a joyous forever! For in eternity, we will have the joy of communicating our God's forgiving love.

[image: image7.jpg]/%/z/v/ B

gov CovLD pprr= 75
AT TFE CowieosroN O A
"//)4'579/2‘5 Loz VIE2 g e HELI= A=
g GAREES T e

Be = APEE 72 coP? . 17 weE
pod T HE e vor 7T
[V = 2 v 5 AsTE . ——

B 5D

G e AL
St FE

e AE



Blessings!
PS: You will want to read and act on Margo's article at the end of this Newsletter.

PPS: We will start a new Prayer List in January for our Sunday bulletins and for the Newsletter. 

Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Cedric Elmer and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:


On Sunday, November 12, 2017 we held our first Congregational meeting to review and approve the 2018 budget with total operating expenses of $128,928.00, an increase of 0.44%. Four new members were also elected to serve on the Council beginning in January 2018. Another Congregational meeting will be held in the New Year to review the church ministries and appoint delegates to the 2018 Pacifica Synod Assembly. 

The Council consists of twelve elected members plus Pastor Moore serving in an ex-officio capacity. Welcome to the four new incoming elected members, Cedric Elmer, Marion Fraide, Carmen Leslie, and Pamela Smithson. They will begin three-year terms at the first Council meeting in January 2018. Council meets the fourth Thursday of each month at 2:30 P.M. except when holidays conflict. All meetings are open to any member. Come share your concerns and comments with the Council. 

As we close the 2017 calendar year and I conclude my term as President, I want to thank Pastor Moore, church secretary Margo Geesing, 

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing
“Advent, Christmas, and Beyond”

‘Tis Advent again.  So, what’s new?  We begin a new Church year and Advent on December 3rd.  And so we begin another time of waiting.  This is one of those months where we hear from all the Gospels (except Matthew) so let’s stay alert to those changes as we go along.  I’m going to do something a little different this month, rather than the ending paragraph where I suggest something to focus on for the month, this time I am going to make suggestions for each week (won’t that be fun).

First week of Advent (Mark).  Jesus warns us to: “Be constantly on the watch!  Stay awake! … Be on guard!”  So, how do we do that?  How are we on guard?  How are we on watch?  With alarm?  Secrecy?  Diligence?  Anticipation?  Longing?  Fear?  A little more direction would have been helpful!  My suggestion: Purposeful.  For much of our day to day lives we just go through it.  We do our routine.  Up at a given time.  Breakfast.  Do stuff.  Lunch.  Do more stuff.  Dinner.  Relax.  Bed.  Next day.  Same stuff, different day.  This Advent be purposeful.  Live in the moment.  If you are talking to someone really listen and stop thinking about what you are going to say next.  Look at them!  If you are going for a walk look around.  Notice things.  Breathe.  Notice your body’s movement.  Pray by placing yourself in God’s presence and revel in God’s love for you.


Second week of Advent (Mark).  Can’t be Advent without John the Baptist!  He is Jesus’ advance man.  He isn’t the focus but he’s there to draw your attention to the main attraction – Jesus!  John calls for repentance.  He is the 
Requests for Poinsettias

to decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas
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Again this year,

you are invited to dedicate

 a potted poinsettia

in memory of or 

in honor of 

a loved one. 

The cost of 1 pot is $8.00.

Please fill out the slip and return it with a check for the number of pots you are requesting to the church office by Sunday, December 17th.

The poinsettias will decorate the altar

December 24th through January 3rd
Your Name ________________________________________________

_____________ Number of pots at $8.00 each
In Honor of ________________________________________________

________________________________________________






or

In Memory of ________________________________________________

________________________________________________

musician Sharon Heck, bookkeeper Marianne Sakawski, plus the many volunteers who have devoted their time and energy to Redeemer Lutheran Church. 


Merry Christmas to all!

Cedric Elmer,

Council President
MEETING DATES
FOR THIS MONTH

There will be no Finance Council meeting or Church Council meeting in December.  We will be having our next meeting January 23 and 25, respectively.  New Council members are reminded that they are to attend.  Officers for the 2018 year will be decided.
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Optimal Hospice Foundation

Light Up a Life 2017

Come and join an uplifting community celebration to honor and remember loved ones and friends who have been a special part of our lives on Thursday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. here in our Fellowship Hall.  There will be light refreshments, entertainment, and a beautiful tree with special ornaments!  Come and spend some time remembering our loved ones.

[image: image10.emf]
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH

Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the First Sunday of Advent
through the First Sunday of Christmas
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Beverly Dinning

Sara Gould

Sylvia Makus

Pam Smithson

Financial Team

3rd:
Leslie Arrington
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

10th:
Leslie Arrington
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

17th:
Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

24th:
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow
31st:
Wendy Alfageme


Barbara Dykman

Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Barbara Schuyler
Communion Assistant
Jerry Brady

Greeter
Marion Fraide
Reader

Margaret Miller
Prayer Leader

Juanita Townsend
Ushers
Maria Swift
Choir
Beverly Anderson

Charles Cullimore

Joan Cullimore

Lynda Elmer

John Graber

Debbie Hugdahl

Julia Langevin

Sara Lee

Nancy Luebben

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


December 3, 2017 – First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Mark 13:24-37

December 10, 2017 – Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

2 Peter 3:8-15
Mark 1:1-8

December 17, 2017 – Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Psalm 126   or

Luke 1:46-55

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

John 1:6-8, 19-28

December 24, 2017 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Luke 1:46-55    or

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27

Luke 1:26-38


December 24, 2017 –Christmas Eve (I)
Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-20

December 25, 2017 –Christmas Day (II)

Isaiah 62:6-12

Psalm 97

Titus 3:4-7

Luke 2:1-20

December 25, 2017 –Christmas Day (III)

Isaiah 52:7-10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1:1-12

John 1:1-14

December 31, 2017 – First Sunday of Christmas

Isaiah 61:10—62:3

Psalm 148

Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 2:22-40

Altar Flowers for December
December 3rd:

Open
December 10th:

Patti Drumm in Memory of My Sister Dolores. (2)
December 17th:

Open
December 24th:

Poinsettias
December 31st:


Margaret Miller in Honor of My 90th Birthday. (2)

Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.
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Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Wendy Alfageme, Bea Bander, Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Bob Edwards, Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Jim and Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Debbie Hugdahl, Christine Hughes, Ken and Mavis Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Dody Lynch, Glen Massingill, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Christine Osterberg, Jim Pushman, Linda Robertson, Lillian Smith, Bob Terwilliger, Linda Tracey, Don Trinkle, and Martha Ziegler;

And Our Family Members and Friends: Laura Arnold, John Baumler family, Kyle Belanger, Rose Betancourt, Roman Bentley, Lynda Bischof, John Bishop, Sally Blevins, Julie Carlson, Rich Carlson, Paul Chen family, Caren Condon, Joan and Elwin Cubitt, Fay Cummings, Frank Dean, Anna Dow, Eileen Dow, Cindy Duran, Richard Eggers, Loretta Gilbert, Rachelle Gould, Margie Garceau, Jim Grimes, Paul Higgenbotham, Kiersten Hnizdo, Joey Jananian, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, John LaMarr, Roger Langevin, Mary Lanza, Mike Lawrence, John Lochiavo, David Ludwig, Jessica Mackner, George Massingill, Mary Matthews, Mark McCombs, Donna McIntyre, Ethan Millerick, Heidi Mitchell, Bill Montague, Kyle Nguyen, Chuck Nieto, Victor Obersteiner, Pat O’Donnell, David Ream, Nathan Rhodes, Matthew Shaffer, William Sue-Ho, Louise Wagner, June Welton, Sandra Wright, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 
[image: image13.emf]

OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

October 31, 2017

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$11,622.75
$10,747.00
$875.75
Operating Expenses
$10,962.78
$10,747.00
($215.78)
Variance
$659.97
$0.00
$659.97
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to
October 31, 2017


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$104,306.75
$107,470.00
($3,163.25)
Operating Expenses
$112,848.39
$107,470.00
($5,378.39)

Variance
($8,541.64)
$0.00
($8,541.64)
[image: image14.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


Global Mission Call ~~ 

Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, December 31st.
On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

December 19th at 2:00 pm!

[image: image15.wmf]
WE CAN USE EXTRA PEOPLE TO VISIT, ESPECIALLY THIS MONTH!

WE ARE DOING OUR HOLIDAY COOKIE DELIVERY
“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!
Personal Annual Giving Reports

[image: image16.emf]

If you wish to have a report of your giving for 2017, please contact the office at (562) 598-8697 and it will be sent to you at the end of January. 

Year End Gifts

[image: image17.emf]

Year End Gifts are encouraged by many charities at this time of the year. Please remember Redeemer with year end gifts too.  Please pray about a year end gift to your church ~ if you don’t, who will?
[image: image18.wmf]May the 

Joy and Blessings of the Christmas Season Be with You Now and Through Out 

the New Year!

[image: image19.wmf]
Happy
Birthday

December Birthdays

Nancy Luebben
December
6

Sally Hoherd
December
10

Joan Cullimore
December
11

Jim Pushman
December
19

Evelyn Stephens
December
28

Margaret Miller
December
29

December Anniversaries

Ken and Mavis Lancaster
December
3

[image: image20.wmf]
A quick note as we enter a new year!  If we missed your birthday this year, please check with us to make sure we have a membership form on file from you.  This is where we get your birthday and anniversary information.  Thank you!
BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda
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In December, the Bible Study group will be beginning a new study under the direction of Pastor Lynda.  Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  for a new look into the Bible.

MARITIME SHOEBOXES

[image: image22.png]


Redeemer Women have a long tradition of filling shoeboxes with personal Christmas gifts for merchant seamen who sail into Los Angeles and Long Beach Harbors aboard cargo ships.  Again this year we are collecting cash/check donations for this project.  Please put your donations in an envelope and note that it is for the Shoebox Ministry make checks out to Redeemer WELCA.  They are going out the first week of December!
Calling All Cookie Bakers!

[image: image23.wmf]Again this year the Outreach Team is in need of small, homemade cookies (no nuts), as a special treat for the holidays, when they go to visit with members whom are homebound.  Please drop off the cookies no later than Sunday, December 17th.  They will be packaged on that day.  The cookies will be delivered on Tuesday, December 19th.  Outreach team will be meeting at 2:00 p.m. in the Conference room.  This is a special time and they need even more help to visit our members who cannot be with us.  They have the goal of reaching every person but cannot do this without additional callers (are you being called to be a visitor?!?).    As always, they can use your hands and hearts in this program.


ANNUAL REPORTS

[image: image24.wmf]ALL COMMITTEE REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2018 TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PUBLISHED REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING ~ PART 2 IN FEBRUARY.
Reports are need from: the Pastor, the Council President, the Financial Secretary, the annual financial report, budget for 2018, Altar Guild, Outreach Committee, Fellowship Committee, and Redeemer Church Women.  All other ministries that wish to submit an annual report are welcome to do so but also need to be in the office by Tuesday, January 17th.  Thank You!!!

ANNUAL MEETING (Part 2)

[image: image25.wmf]
We will be having our Annual Meeting (Part 2) will be in February.  This will be the presentations of the Annual Reports and the Election of Lay Delegates to the Pacifica Synod Assembly.
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

[image: image26.wmf]Use this blessing when lighting the first candle.

Week 1

Lord Jesus, we do not lack any spiritual gift as we wait for your coming. Keep us awake and help us use our gifts to serve those who look for the dawn of your justice and mercy. Amen.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

[image: image27.jpg]


Use this blessing when lighting the first two candles.

Week 2

God our shepherd, gather us as lambs in your arms. Forgive our sins so that we may rejoice in your coming. Amen.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

[image: image28.png]


Use this blessing when lighting the first three candles.

Week 3

Lord Jesus, you continue to do great things for us. Give us your gift of peace as we await your coming. Amen.

[image: image29.wmf]FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Use this blessing when lighting all four candles.

Week 4

God our Savior, nothing is impossible for you. Prepare our hearts to rejoice in your glorious advent. Amen.

[image: image30.wmf]CHRISTMAS DAY

Use this blessing when lighting the Christ candle.

Week 5

Lord God, may your Word become flesh through our lives so that we may see him in the fullness of his glory. Amen.


Advent Begins

[image: image31.wmf]Advent begins on Sunday, December 3rd.  Our yearly Advent Devotionals begin on Wednesday, December 6th, continuing on the 13th, and 20th.  We will have our usual Soup Supper and Devotions at 3:00 p.m.  Supper follows the devotions.  Come and join us for food, fellowship, and a time for prayer.  Take time this Advent Season to share with God and thank Him for the greatest Christmas gift ~ His Son.

Holiday Bazaar
[image: image32.wmf]December 13th from 10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

All members are invited to participate with their creations. You may sell or just display. Mahlon will again be here with his Thailand imports; and Pastor Gil will have his photo note cards. Get a jump start on your holiday shopping! 
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	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	
	1

	2

	3
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship

	4
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	5
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	6
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

3:00 p.m. – Advent Devotions and Soup Supper
	7
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	8

	9


	10
10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Annual Meeting Part 1

Coffee Fellowship
	11
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	12
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

4:00 p.m. Interfaith Council meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	13
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. – Holiday Bazaar
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

(in Sanctuary)
3:00 p.m. – Advent Devotions and Soup Supper
	14
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
4:00 p.m. -  SBHRC Devotions
7:00 p.m. - Optimal Hospice Program
	15
	16

	17
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	18
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	19
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
NEWSLETTER MAILED
	20
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

3:00 p.m. – Advent Devotions and Soup Supper
	21
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	22
	23

	24
10:30 am Worship Service

Coffee Fellowship 

SECRETARY ON VACATION THIS WEEK
	25
CHRISTMAS DAY

NO Respite Care
	26
NO Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	27
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	28
NO Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	29
	30

	31

10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship 

SECRETARY ON VACATION THIS WEEK
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