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From Pastor Lisa Rotchford …
“Fireflies”
Dear Family and Friends:
When I moved to Southern California from the East Coast almost 30 years ago, I didn’t know what things I might miss as I was overwhelmed by the bounty of all southern California has to offer.  I honestly didn’t think of one thing I definitely miss every August…fireflies!

If you’re from east of the Rockies, you may too, remember these relatively “cute” critters, also known as “lightning bugs”, that appear in the hottest, most humid months of the summer.

They resemble small, gentle beetles --1 to 2 inches — with soft wings.  They sleep near the ground in grasses during the heat of the day but rise up when night falls.  They signal to each other with soft, gentle green lights.  Unlike other bugs, they are not overtly scary but calming and gentle.

As children, my siblings and I would sit quietly in the twilight and watch these almost mystical bugs signal to one another as their luminescent bodies filled the sky with blinking lights.  They move rather slowly drifting on the night air, and we would run and catch them, putting them in mason jars with lids with punched holes for air, and the more we struggled to put in the jars, the brighter our make-shift lanterns would become.



Church Office Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the Last Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene 

Church Staff

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Rotchford

phone is (714) 833-7332
Organist: Sharon Heck
minutes!) then you’ve heard me expound on how much I hate the image of the peaceful, peacenik image some try to put on Jesus.  Jesus was NEVER that!  Yes, he was loving.  Yes, he was compassionate.  Yes, he healed and fed people.  No, he was never a “peaceful” person.  “WWJD”: well, making a whip and turning over tables in the temple; cursing a fig tree; making people uncomfortable; calling out hypocrites are all possibilities.  Jesus was a troublemaker and a rabble rouser.  Being a person of active faith has never been easy and it’s not any easier these days.  Jesus is direct about it in this Gospel for the third Sunday of August.  If you follow me, be prepared to face conflict even in your own family.  Realize you may lose friends.  You may lose jobs.  You may even lose your life.  You will be rejected by society.  For most of you who read this, it’s too late for you!  You’ve already committed to this life for too many years to change now; but still we are challenged through friends and society.  How are we to answer this call today?  How do we balance sharing the love, compassion, and teachings of Jesus with the realities of society, community, family, and politics?  My own answer is usually with prayer, a fair dollop of understanding, and a very large dose of humor.  You need to find your own way to stand firm on that line Jesus draws in the sand that many (even those of us of faith) find painful to cross.


See, see, didn’t I tell you, Jesus was willing to go against traditions and call people out to get the message of the Father out!!  For the fourth Sunday of August Gospel lesson, Jesus has to contend with the leaders of the synagogue calling him out for healing on the Sabbath.  He doesn’t stop or apologize.  The Gospel goes so far as to describe Jesus as indignant!  He calls them hypocrites to their face.  But note, to the woman he is terribly respectful.  First, he calls her a daughter of Abraham, then identifies the affliction as caused by Satan not to a sin of hers or her parents, finally, he is gentle and lays his hands on her.  And how does she react: “… immediately she straightened up and praised God.”  Oh, good Heavens!  How can WE do that!??!  How can we call people on their own hypocrisy, especially when we are that way sometimes ourselves?  How can we stand against leaders and those in power when we have so little power?  Yup, that’s the question we all have to answer for ourselves.  We need to be aware of the frail and wounded in our midst and advocate for their inclusion.  We need to do what we need to do to spread the Gospel.

Jesus reminds us in St. Matthew’s Gospel that: “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  (5:14 -16)
As Jesus’ hands and feet on this earth, we are like the fireflies that must rise up and help illumine the world.  Especially as dark times can fall around us, we can look to see how God’s Holy Spirit and the Light of Christ, are with us.  By God’s grace, we are filled with the Holy Spirit and can shine Christ’s love through the darkness.

— When I see your warm, radiant faces that greet one another at Redeemer’s doors each Sunday morning, the light of Christ is being shared.  Your light is not being kept under a bushel but is a sign our community can be a beaconing light to others.

— When I see lighted smiles and glistening eyes at the communion rail when receiving Christ’s bread and wine for strength for your journey, your inner light and love for the Lord shines through.

— When I see how you care for one another in this community to which you are called, your lights are beaming.  Like those homemade mason jar lanterns, together and individually, your Spirit-filled, “firefly” lights shine for the Lord!

May all we do give glory to God; may our Holy-Spirit firefly lights illumine our part of God’s world; and may we fill our days and nights with Christ’s light, love, and life!

– Pastor Lisa
Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:


Several people have asked me who are the current members of the Church Council and, as we are more than halfway through the year and memory for all of us is not quite as good as it used to be, I am happy to publish a list for them and for you.


Joining me on the Council are: Carmen Leslie, Vice-President; Dena Anderson, Secretary; Phyllis Mackey, Treasurer; Kay Pushman, Financial Chairperson; and Council Members Terry Durham, Cedric Elmer, Karen Ford, Debbie Hugdahl, Chris Moore, Maria Swift, and Juanita Townsend.  Pastor Lisa Rotchford is an Ex-Officio member (non-voting).


You are always welcome to attend any or all of our Church Council meetings.  They are usually held on the fourth Thursday of the month at 2:30 p.m. in Redeemer’s Conference Room.  We do not meet in the month of December.


Reflections on WORSHIP and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“Be Prepared”


Reading over the Gospel for the first Sunday in August, The Parable of the Rich Fool, brought to mind a county song by Craig Morgan “This Ain't Nothin’” which is about a man who lost all his stuff in a twister and being interviewed by a newsperson.  He explains that “this ain’t nothin’” and goes on to tell about the more important losses he has experienced in his life.  This Sunday’s lesson is a stark reminder of what is important: memories, love, faith, belief, and following our Savior.  Time is one thing we cannot control, only God.  Respite Care just celebrated a volunteer, Cliff, who just turned 102, our own Barbara La Boyteaux is 101, I lost a brother when he was three months old, and a nephew when he was eight.  We never know how long we have; we can’t take stuff with us so we need to focus on what is truly important rather than working to gather more “stuff”.  So, is it time to do some “spring cleaning” in your own life?  Where is your focus: accumulating more stuff here or storing treasure in Heaven?  Building bridges in relationships or burning bridges with anger and grudges?


There is a sign I saw years ago that said, “Jesus is Coming.  Look Busy.”  The second Sunday of August has a compassionate Jesus speaking to his followers reminding them not to be fearful, they have been given the Kingdom by the Father!  He goes on to talk about the bridegroom returning to wakeful, watchful servants and proceeding to serve them.  In the Church, many of “those in charge” are the ones who serve.  Our ministers serve weekly, our Pastors wash our feet or hands on Maundy Thursday, our Savior comes to us weekly in the Scriptures and when we receive Holy Communion.  We are all called to serve others; to be active in building the Kingdom of God here on earth; to share Christ with everyone we come in contact with.  Let us reflect on how we are looking, or rather, actually being busy about God’s work.  Are we praying?  Are we serving others? Are we sharing God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure with others?  Are we actively participating in Worship and the life of the Church?


This!  THIS!  THIS IS THE JESUS I FOLLOW!!!  If you’ve known me for a while or ever attended a retreat I have worked on for teenagers (or ask me about “who is Jesus to you” and have about 40 
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Altar Flowers for August
August 4th:

Open
August 11th:


Anita Smart in Honor of Robert Smart’s Birthday.
August 18th:


Open
August 25th:


Pastor Lynda and Cedric Elmer in Honor of their 52nd Wedding Anniversary.
Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.
If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.



For your information, I have now moved (even though the apartment has not sold).  If you missed it the first time, my new address is 13458 Lynwood Place; Garden Grove, 92843.  My phone number is (714) 534-2673.


“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Returns again on Sunday, September 8.  Pastor Lynda Elmer will welcome your help on this now annual event.

In attending a recent memorial service in our Sanctuary, I was delighted and more than surprised to find that the message was delivered by Rev. Alvin Young.  He was my Pastor over 50 years ago at Messiah Lutheran in Downey.  It was his first parish.  We had much to discuss and were overjoyed to be able to spend time together at the reception following the service.

Indeed, our Lord continues to amaze!

God Bless you all,

Jerry Brady

President
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH


Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
through the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Newsletter Assembly

Alice Dokter

Maria Swift

Dee Sessa

Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Alice Dokter

Betty Lucero

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

4th:
Wendy Alfageme

Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland
11th:
Wendy Alfageme

Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland

18th:
Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

25th:
Wendy Alfageme

Phyllis Mackey

Alma Zamzow


Acolyte

Barbara Schuyler
Communion Assistant
Carmen Leslie
Greeter

Evelyn Stephens
Reader

Terry Durham
Prayer Leader

Chris Moore
Ushers
Maria Swift

Choir

On Vacation
Join us again in September!


August 4, 2019 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

Psalm 49:1-12

Colossians 3:1-11

Luke 12:13-21

August 11, 2019 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 15:1-6

Psalm 33:12-22

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Luke 12:32-40

August 18, 2019 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 23:23-29

Psalm 82

Hebrews 11:29-12:2

Luke 12:49-56

August 25, 2019 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 58:9-14

Psalm 103:1-8

Hebrews 12:18-29

Luke 13:10-17


September 1, 2019 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost

Proverbs 25:6-7

Psalm 112

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Luke 14:1, 7-14

September 8, 2019 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Psalm 1

Philemon 1-21

Luke 14:25-33

September 15, 2019 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost

Exodus 32:7-14

Psalm 51:1-10

1 Timothy 1:12-17

Luke 15:1-10

September 22, 2019 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Amos 8:4-7

Psalm 113

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:1-13

[image: image12.wmf]Global Mission Call ~~ 

On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

Thank you to Nancy Luebben for her presentation on July 28th.

Our next Mission Moment is August 25th.

If you need to get in touch with Nancy, her phone number is (562) 754-7376 or email her at hopefrbest@aol.com
The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m.

This month we will meet on

August 27th at 2:00 p.m.!
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“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!
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August Birthdays

Nelda Sunday
August
2

Deginesh “Dee” Worku
August
2

Grace Audette
August
5

Martha Ziegler
August
7

Ken Lancaster
August
13

Juanita Townsend
August
15

Shirlene Bradrick
August
16

Bruce Young
August
17

Marcia Rinaldi
August
18

Alice Dokter
August
20

Flo Nesland
August
21

Lillian Linker
August
30

Ron Robertson
August
30

August Anniversaries

Cedric and Lynda Elmer
August
26
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OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

June 30, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$9,335.73
$10,744.00
($1,408.27)
Operating Expenses
$10,772.29
$10,744.00
($28.29)
Variance
($1,436.56)
$0.00
($1,436.56)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to

June 30, 2019


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$58,718.26
$64,242.00
($5,523.74)

Operating Expenses
$68,273.51
$64,242.00
($4,031.51)

Variance
($9,555.25)
$0.00
($9,555.25)
Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 



SPREAD THE NEWS!!!!
God’s Works.  Our Hands.

As we look ahead to September, we will again be participating in the annual “God’s Works. Our Hands.” Program as we have done the last few years.  It will take place on Sunday, September 8, 2019.  We will, again this year, have a collection of food for the Orange County Food Bank/Lutheran Social Services and cash/check collection for Seal Beach Animal Shelter!  Even if you can not bring anything you can help in this yearly outreach by spreading the word to friends, neighbors, and everyone you come in contact with.  There will be Redeemer people out in front of the Church for this collection from Noon to 2:00 p.m. (approximately).
POSITIONS THAT NEED TO BE FILLED:

We are in need of more people to help in the kitchen after Service for our Coffee Fellowship.

We also need people willing to train and be on our Counters list.
BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

Pastor Lynda's Bible Study concluded the study of the Letters to the Romans and will determine where to go from here.  They meet on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a friend, or a few, there is always room for more around the table.  Bibles are available if you need one.

InterFaith Council Annual Pot Luck Picnic

Please let us know if you are planning on attending the Pot Luck Picnic sponsored by the Interfaith Council on Thursday, August 15 at 6:00 p.m. in Clubhouse 1.  Redeemer is supplying the chicken.  We are asking for a $5.00 gift to help cover the cost of the chicken.  This is always an enjoyable event.  Please sign up after Church or call the office (562) 598-8697 to make a reservation!


Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

Our Members: Dena Anderson, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Ann Gay, Sarah Gould, Barbara LaBoyteaux, Ken Lancaster, Lillian Linker, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Kay and Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Anita Smart, Lillian Smith, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Maria Swift, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Barbara and Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Roman Bently, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, David Dokter, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltiney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Ryan Lloyd, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Bill Montague, Sgt. Pat Oglesbee, Ariel Perea, Collette Rotchford-Golden, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Margaret Unique, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 


	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	1

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	2


	3



	4

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship


	5

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	6

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	7

10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	8

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	9


	10

	11

10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship


	12

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	13

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE


	14

10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	15

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

6:00 p.m. – InterFaith Picnic in Clubhouse 1

10:00 a.m. – SBHRC Devotions (Pastor Lynda Elmer)

	16


	17

	18

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	19

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	20

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER PRINTED


	21

10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	22

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care


	23
	24

	25

10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship


	26

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	27

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

NEWSLETTER MAILED


	28

10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


	29

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	30
	31
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