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PASTOR’S CORNER
“The Real Deal”

Dear Friends:

“Are you the real deal?” Over the years, variations of this question have been asked of politicians, novelists, and athletes (and I suspect of preachers too). How do we know if someone is for real? The answer: watch the actions and listen to the words. Someone claims to be the greatest singer ever doesn't mean much if he's tone deaf. I remember years ago when at one of our Leisure World club meeting's we had a special program featuring a person who claimed to be a good pianist. What an embarrassment he was to us all. (Unfortunately, probably not to himself) And of course, the “brilliant” writer who never writes, also, doesn't measure up. Happily, we have a God, though, whose words and actions line up perfectly: big promises and big fulfillments.

God said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3), and there was light. His Son said, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down His life for his friends” (John 15:13). Then Jesus laid down His life not only for His friends but for His enemies as well. Words and actions perfectly aligned -- that's the “real deal.”

But God doesn't stop there. He preaches through the mouths of ministers the horror of sin and the joy of forgiveness. Then He forgives that sin in Baptism, Absolution, and Holy Communion. God preaches through
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Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck
goes off but that’s not the end of his bad day.  On his way he crosses path with a Canaanite woman.  The Canaanite woman cries out to Jesus for help for her child but Jesus doesn’t answer her.  She is persistent to a point that the disciples were uncomfortable.  Oddly, they did not ask Jesus to help the woman, but to send her away.  She had no advocate but her faith in Jesus.  It is this persistence, humbleness, and faith that we need to practice in our own requests.



Then we come to Caesarea Philippi.  This is a huge backdrop for what seems like a simple thing.  We are back to Peter and his “go for it all” attitude.  Peter says that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  For many of us today this doesn’t seem so significant; after all, we’ve been saying the same thing for all our lives!  That time and place had greater significance than even our acts of faith today.  First, it was the first time anyone had said this directly to Jesus.  Second, Jesus’ response that only his Father could have revealed it to Peter was unique in all the Gospel narratives.  It is the only place where Jesus states both that he is the Son of God and that the Father reveals to individual people.  Third, Jesus and his disciples are standing in front of a mountain city that is named for the Emperor Caesar who thought himself a god.  Within the mountain are niches to the Greek gods such as Pan, Echo and Galerius (a priest of Pan’s).  There were also temples to various Roman gods, and about fourteen temples to the Syrian god, Baal.  This is where Jesus starts his church.  Not on a great high rock mountain but on a man of faith.


This month what should our take away be?  Perhaps it is that we do need to take time for ourselves to refresh, pray, and rejuvenate so we can continue the mission.  Perhaps it is that we need to have the faith of Peter.  Peter was never perfect in his faith.  He doubted, he questioned, and he even denied Jesus – and Jesus knew who he was but still told him that he was the rock he was building his church upon.  And Peter always came back to Jesus.  So, like Peter, we can doubt, wonder, and question as long as we also come back and continue the mission.

words and actions, and we listen, praying that those same words and actions would overflow from our lips and our lives. We pray that we would be the “real deal.”
God bless,
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PS: You will again find an enlightening article by our secretary, Margo, at the end of this Newsletter.

Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Cedric Elmer and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Quick Call for a Volunteer: Jerry Brady has consented to take the Vice President office vacated by Mickey to complete his term.  That means that we are still short one person on the Council.  We are looking for one person to fulfill the open seat on the Church Council that expires December 31, 2017.  ARE YOU WHO WE ARE LOOKING FOR?  Please speak to Cedric Elmer if you are interested.

One last note: Lutheran Social Services is sponsoring a Lutheran Night at Dodger Stadium on August 12, 6:10 p.m. Game is between the Dodgers and the Padres. We are not planning to participate as a congregation. If interested on going on your own contact Britni Howze 323-224-1304.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:

In this month of August, we will look to a future event coming up on Sunday, September 10, 2017. It’s called “God’s Work, Our Hands.” Redeemer, along with the churches that are part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, have set aside this date to do ministry in their neighborhoods. To fulfill our mission of feeding the hungry, we need volunteers from our congregation to write publicity for the Leisure World newspaper, arrange for the Orange County Food Pantry to bring large empty boxes to the church on Friday, September 8th.  They return on Monday, September 11th to pick up the filled boxes and take them to Lutheran Social Services in Garden Grove. There people can obtain food to help them in their need. 


“God’s Work, Our Hands” for 2017 will follow the same procedures and schedule as in prior years. Following the Sunday service on September 10th, volunteers will set up a canopy; assemble the large food donation boxes and stay to help with the collection. Food donations from all of Leisure World are accepted including food that you the members 


Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing
“Give Me a Break!”

August is an interesting grouping of Gospel lessons.  The first two weeks Jesus is trying to get a little alone time and it’s just not happening.  The third week it just seems that he goes from one problem into another.  Finally the fourth week we hear Peter’s confession of faith and its aftermath.

Ever have one of those days where all you want to do is sit down and spend a little time recharging yourself but there keeps being interruptions from other people who want and need your attention?  The first Sunday of August is Jesus’ day for that.  He had just heard about his cousin, John the Baptist’s death and had gone off for some solitude.  Instead, when he gets there, a whole crowd of people are waiting for him.  So, a deep breath later, he is back on task: healing, teaching, and in this case – feeding.

The second Sunday, he sends the disciples ahead back to the other side of the lake while he dismisses the crowd.  He finally gets a moment by himself to pray.  By then it is late so he goes on a walk to meet the boat: across the water.  This makes the disciples think he is a ghost (really, what were they thinking!).  Then Peter, always the brash headed one, decided to test Jesus by having Jesus call him across the water.  And, like us, Peter starts to sink when he either takes his eyes off of Jesus or starts to be amazed by what he is doing because of Jesus.  

The third week has Jesus offending the Pharisees, again.  To him they are too concerned with HOW people are keeping the law rather than WHY the laws are there.  Jesus wants us to focus on heart matters rather than getting everything to “look” right all the time.  It’s like the people who are so house proud that everything is perfect that they never have anyone come over because it might get messed up or when you’re there you’re so afraid of messing it up that you are never comfortable.  So, he 
DISASTER RELIEF

Gifts designated to a specific response will be used in full -- 100 percent -- to help disaster survivors clean-up, rebuild and recover.  Donations given “Where Needed Most” help to respond immediately and effectively where it is needed most. If you give cash or check, on offering envelope write “Disaster Relief” If you give by check make it out to Redeemer Lutheran Church and placing it in the offering plate.  Or if you wish you can send a check directly to: ELCA Disaster Response 39330 Treasury Center; Chicago, IL 60694-9300.  Or donate online at: http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response.aspx
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Thank you to those who have been turning in your Education Labels!
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Box Tops go directly to the Navajo Mission.  They can be found on more than a 100 different General Mills products.  They do have an expiration date, so be sure to turn them in with time to send them to the Mission!  These labels generate points that turn into dollars!
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CONTINUING FUNDRAISER AND ENVIRONMENTAL CARE

Thank you to those who have been turning in your used ink cartridges!

We have an ongoing collection of used ink cartridges and cell phones.  Please bring them with you when you come to church and place them in the box in the Conference Room!


and friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church have contributed. Last year we collected about 700 pounds of food for the hungry. 


Let’s all get into the spirit and not only bring in some extra food that day but also volunteer to help during the three hours of the collection following worship. Snacks and cold water will be available for you. There are many in Orange County who need food assistance. Let yours be the hands and hearts to bring them food, hope and love. 

Cedric Elmer
Council President

P.S. Wear your “God’s Work, Our Hands” logo shirts or make a church donation of at least ten dollars to obtain your shirt to wear on collection day, September 10, 2017.
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Thanks to all for your thoughts, prayers, calls, visitor, visits, flowers, cookies, and casseroles.  All the above have worked as I can raise my arms to heaven with no pain.  Sincere love to you all!

Margaret Miller
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THIS MONTH

Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the 9th Sunday after Pentecost
through the 16th  Sunday after Pentecost
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Beverly Dinning

Sara Gould

Sylvia Makus

Pam Smithson

Financial Team

6th:
Leslie Arrington
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

13th:
Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

20th:
Wendy Alfageme
Leslie Arrington
Alma Zamzow

27th:
Phyllis Mackey

Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Barbara Schuyler
Communion Assistant
Jerry Brady

Greeters

Joan Cullimore

Russ Cullimore
Reader

Carol Costello
Prayer Leader

Chris Moore
Ushers
Edith Sessa
Maria Swift

Choir
Beverly Anderson

Charles Cullimore

Joan Cullimore

Lynda Elmer

John Graber

Debbie Hugdahl

Julia Langevin

Sara Lee

Nancy Luebben

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


August 6, 2017 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:1-5

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

Romans 9:1-5

Matthew 14:13-21

August 13, 2017 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost

1 Kings 19:9-18

Psalm 85:8-13

Romans 10:5-15

Matthew 14:22-33

August 20, 2017 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Psalm 67

Romans 11:1-2, 29-32

Matthew 15:10-28

August 27, 2017 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 51:1-6

Psalm 138

Romans 12:1-8

Matthew 16:13-20


September 3, 2017 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 15:15-21

Psalm 26:1-8

Romans 12:9-21

Matthew 16:21-28

September 10, 2017 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost

Ezekiel 33:7-11

Psalm 119:33-40

Romans 13:8-14

Matthew 18:15-20

September 17, 2017 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 50:15-21

Psalm 103: 1-13

Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 18:21-35

September 24, 2017 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost

Jonah 3:10—4:11

Psalm 145:1-8

Philippians 1:21-30

Matthew 20:1-16
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As many of you know, Dave’s Florist is no longer available to provide Sunday’s Altar Flowers. And we discovered other florists in the area "pricey." We are thankful that Carmen Leslie volunteered to purchase and arrange the flowers and will teach others to also do it. We hope to develop an Altar Flower Team. See Carmen for more information.

Altar Flowers for August
August 6th:

Alice Dokter in Memory of My Husband for His Birthday
August 13th:

Juanita Townsend in Honor of My 90th Birthday. (2)
August 20th:

Patti Drumm in Loving Memory of My Son, Craig. (2)
August 27th:


Marion Fraide in Memory of Parents, Joseph and Lillian Lucius. (2)
When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.

Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Wendy Alfageme, Dena Anderson, Shirley Anderson, Bea Bander, Carol Costello, Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Bob Edwards, Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Sarah Gould, Don Gramly, Christine Hughes, Mavis Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Dody Lynch, Phyllis Mackey, Glen Massingill, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Christine Osterberg, Jim Pushman, Lillian Smith, Bob Terwilliger, Linda Tracey, and Martha Ziegler;
And Our Family Members and Friends: John Baumler family, Kyle Belanger, Rose Betancourt, Roman Bentley, Lynda Bischof, John Bishop, Sally Blevins, Julie Carlson, Rich Carlson, Paul Chen family, Caren Condon, Joan and Elwin Cubitt, Frank Dean, Anna Dow, Eileen Dow, Cindy Duran, Richard Eggers, Loretta Gilbert, Rachelle Gould, Margie Garceau, Paul Higgenbotham, Kiersten Hnizdo, Joey Jananian, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, John LaMarr, Roger Langevin, Mary and Karen Lanza, Mike Lawrence, John Lochiavo, David Ludwig, Jessica Mackner, George Massingill, Mary Matthews, Ethan Millerick, Heidi Mitchell, Bill Montague, Kyle Nguyen, Chuck Nieto, Victor Obersteiner, Pat O’Donnell, Ken Osborn, David Ream, Nathan Rhodes, Barbara Steinwehe, William Sue-Ho, Louise Wagner, June Welton, Sandra Wright, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 
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OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

June 30, 2017

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$9,375.00
$10,747.00
($1,372.00)
Operating Expenses
$11,347.79
$10,747.00
($600.79)
Variance
($1,972.79)
$0.00
($1,972.79)
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to
June 30, 2017


Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$62,301.00
$64,482.00
($2,181.00)
Operating Expenses
$70,136.21
$64,482.00
($5,654.21)

Variance
($7,835.21)
$0.00
($7,835.21)
[image: image14.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


Global Mission Call ~~ 

Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, August 27th.
On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m. 
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This month we will meet on

July 22nd at 2:00 pm!

We can always use extra visitors!

“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!
BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda

[image: image16.emf]

In August, with five weeks, our attention will be focused on the Book of Amos, one of God’s prophets.  The theme is on caring for the poor, the needy as an expression of true faith and service to God.  But Amos found God’s people filled with pride and perverting God’s Religion.  How did God use Amos to warn his people and what was the result?  There is so much that speaks to us today.  Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. for a unique look into these lesser known but important Books of the Bible.
CHOIR NEWS

[image: image17.emf]

The choir will be on vacation for the month of August.  We will have soloists and the chime choir during this time.  Please remember you are also invited to join the choir when they return in September.  Until then, spend these summer months practicing your singing with the congregation!

CHIME CHOIR
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Our Chime Choir has graced our worship services in July and we are looking forward to their continued participation in our worship in August.  They meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  Be sure to join us during the summer to enjoy this special music.
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Happy
Birthday

August Birthdays

Nelda Sunday
August
2

Grace Audette
August
5

Martha Ziegler
August
7

Dorothy Porter
August
12

Ken Lancaster
August
13

Juanita Townsend
August
15

Shirlene Bradrick
August
16

Bruce Young
August
17

Marcia Rinaldi
August
18

Alice Dokter
August
20

Flo Nesland
August
21

Bea Bander
August
23

Lillian Linker
August
30

Ron Robertson
August
30

August Anniversaries

Chuck and Sandra Wright
August
1

Cedric and Lynda Elmer
August
26
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	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	1
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	2
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class
	3
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m Savvy Caregivers 
9:30 am to 3:30 pm Respite Care
	4

	5


	6
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	7
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care


	8
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

5:30 p.m. Interfaith Potluck CH 1
	9
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	10
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m Savvy Caregivers 
9:30 am to 3:30 pm – Respite Care

	11

	12

	13
10:30 am Worship Service

Food Ingathering

Coffee Fellowship
	14
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care
	15
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	16
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	17
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
4:00 p.m. -  SBHRC Devotions
	18
	19

	20
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	21
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care
	22
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care 

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	23
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	24
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	25
	26

	27
10:30 am Worship Service

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship
	28
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care
	29
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
NEWSLETTER MAILED
	30
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	31
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
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