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Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332.

CALENDAR NOTES

March 28 – Palm Sunday
April 1 – Maundy Thursday

April 2 – Good Friday
April 4 – Easter Sunday

April 15 – Tax Day
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March Birthdays

Kathy Nilsson
March
2

Lynda Elmer
March
15

Sandra Langdale
March
15

Shirley Reimers
March
18

Edith Sessa
March
18

Bob Edwards
March
26

Joan Schwechtenberg
March
26

Lavona Moore
March
28

Phyllis Mackey
March
31

April Birthdays

Beverly Anderson
April
7

Linda Wilson
April
14

Happy Birthday

to Our Episcopal Friends

March Birthdays

April Birthdays

Betty Hobbs
April
21

As of this newsletter’s publication (3/18/2021), we are keeping with GRF’s Pandemic recommendations and are opening with limits to numbers and times.  Please see the President’s Article for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday schedule.  Good Friday plan is after Pastor Lisa’s message.  Hold each other in prayer as we wait upon the Lord.  We are in His Hands!
March/April 2021

“Action Words of Easter”

Dear Redeemed People of Redeemer,
As we are people of both the passion of Holy Week and the glorious Resurrection, I hope this Holy Week/Easter special newsletter edition finds us spiritually centered not just on the passion of the last earthly days of Jesus’ life, but embracing our Lord’s 7 action words of Easter.

The strength of God, through Christ and the Holy Spirit comes alive (boldface type, my emphasis) in our Prayer for Easter Sunday:  

O God, you are the creator of the world,

the liberator of your people,

and the wisdom of the earth.

By the resurrection of your Son

free us from our fears,

restore us in your image, and

ignite us with your light,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

— Prayer for Easter Day 2021
This year, as we have lived the past year like no other, we have been called time and time again to remember that though we were called to a quieter life, God speaks loudly to and through each of us as we follow God Always, In All Ways.  Embrace an active God in every aspect of your life.

As earthly concerns of illness and quarantine have limited our physical movements, we must always remember that God, through Christ and the Holy Spirit, is our liberator from anything we may fear.  No matter how we may be restricted, we are free in Christ.  God’s wisdom is great as is God’s power over death which was revealed in the resurrection of Jesus.

Our God is a God of action whose Holy Spirit frees us from our fears, restores us in God’s image, and ignites us with eternal light.

Especially this Easter 2021 season, we thank God for being our God of action who saves us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, and who by the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns now and forever.
If there is one Bible verse that encapsulates the God of action that sees us through Holy Week, the glorious Easter resurrection and who has seen us through the last year of the pandemic(!), I encourage you to read and re-read the words of St. Paul from the 1st chapter of Colossians:

The Supremacy of the Son of God
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.  17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel.
1 Colossians 15-23a
Especially Easter 2021: God reigns, ALWAYS, in ALL WAYS.  ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!

Blessings to you this Easter Season,

Pastor Lisa

The 7 Last Words of Christ on Good Friday

Good Friday usually finds us hosting Leisure World’s Interfaith gathering which centers on the 7 Last Words of Christ. This year, due to pandemic restrictions, our Interfaith group hopes to have the Ecumenical service outside at the amphitheater, where the expected-sized crowd can be socially distanced (Noon, April 2, 2021).  If we are unable to gather, the pastors and rabbi’s will be printing their reflections in the LW News.

March/April 2021

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:

The Redeemer Council met on April 11, 2021 to plan our Holy Week/Easter opening for Services.  The Task Force met earlier that morning and presented their recommendations.  There was much discussion during the Task Force meeting on how to do this safely and with concern for the limitations of space.  There is also concern that, although many of our congregation have received at least their first shot of vaccine and some are fully vaccinated, not everyone has or can.  Our Pastor and our secretary have not been vaccinated, both of whom have compromising health issues.
With all this in mind and the desire NOT to become a super-spreader of this virus, we are re-instituting the same procedures that were in effect when we were open before.  This means that everyone, even if you have been fully vaccinated, must: wear a mask; social distancing from those not in your family group; hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance of the Church; Offering plates will be at the door of the Sanctuary; no singing; no congregational responses; no passing of the peace; temperatures will be taken before entering the building; a shorter Service; and Communion will be available to take home to consume.  We will just have two Services on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday: 9:30 a.m. for 15 people in the outside chapel area by the office door and a second one at our usual 10:30 a.m. Service for 45 people.  We will not have a Maundy Thursday Service.  We will not have our usual Good Friday Service because it would be impossible to do it in our Church and keep our safety measures in place.  As noted earlier in the newsletter (after the end of Pastor Lisa’s message) there is a current plan for Good Friday in the Amphitheater.
As with everything during this last year, everything is subject to change at a moment’s notice if factors change.  We are planning to continue with the two Services as we move forward with the possibility of adding additional Services or increasing the number of people in the Sanctuary as we are allowed.
Blessings,
Carl Keene

Council President

CYCLE B – Year of Mark
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
THROUGH ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
March 7, 2021 – Third Sunday in Lent

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 2:13-22
March 14, 2021 – Fourth Sunday in Lent

Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

March 21, 2021 – Fifth Sunday in Lent

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 51:1-12

Psalm 119:9-16 (Alternate)

Hebrews 5:5-10

John 12:20-33

March 28, 2021 – Sunday of The Passion / Palm Sunday

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11 OR: John 12:12-16

Isaiah 50:4-9

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1—15:47

Mark 15:1-39 [40-47] (Alternate)

April 1, 2021 – Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-14

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 31-35

April 2, 2021 – Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12

Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (Alternate)

John 18:1—19:42


April 4, 2021 – Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day

Acts 10:34-43 OR Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 OR Acts 10:34-43

Mark 16:1-8 OR John 20:1-18

April 11, 2021 – Second Sunday of Easter

Acts 4:32-35

Psalm 133

1 John 1:1—2:2

John 20:19-31

April 18, 2021 – Third Sunday of Easter

Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 4

1 John 3:1-7

Luke 24:36-48

April 25, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Easter

Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 23

1 John 3:16-24

John 10:11-18

May 2, 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 8:26-40

Psalm 22:25-31

1 John 4:7-21

John 15:1-8

May 9, 2021 – Sixth Sunday of Easter

Acts 10:44-48

Psalm 98

1 John 5:1-6

John 15:9-17

May 13, 2021 – Ascension of Our Lord

Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47 OR Psalm 93 (Alternate)

Ephesians 1:15-23

Luke 24:44-53

Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing

“How is Your Heart?”

Lent is almost over!  Is it just me, or did it seem to go really fast this year?  Maybe it’s because it’s been pretty much one day after another with little change; or because those little touchstones that usually happen during Lent have been missing.  But whatever the reason: EASTER IS COMING!!!  How have you been doing on those changes you were going to do during Lent?  How has your “Give Up and Give” been going?  Still complaining to God about stuff?  How has that cross bearing been going?  Have you helped anyone carry their cross?  How has your preaching of the Gospel by how you live your life been going?  Discipleship?  Compassion and care for others?  Don’t worry, there’s still time before Easter.
“I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” (Jer. 31:33).  Is not this the most beautiful thing?  It’s from the first lesson for the fifth Sunday of Lent.  “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” (Ps. 51:10) or” I treasure your promise in my heart.” (Ps. 119:11) are the Psalm responses.    This Sunday we are looking into the heart of those who listen and follow Christ.  Jesus echo’s this heart and love theme when he says, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” (Jn. 12:32).  The image this calls to my mind is a parent (or a pet owner) gathering their children (or pets) into their arms when they are frightened or need protection.  It’s that parent willing to sacrifice for their child, even if it means their life.  Many times, Jesus is described as our Brother but in this instance, he is our parent.  Willing to sacrifice himself for the life of the world.  To be lifted up from the earth on the cross for all of us.  This is truly, the heart of the matter. When have you realized that God’s laws are written on your heart?  When have you needed to sacrifice for others?  When has someone sacrificed for you?

Then we come to the last Sunday of March and begin Holy Week with Palm Sunday.  The Gospels for Palm Sunday comes from two places in the Gospel of Mark.  The Processional Gospel is from Mark 11 and addresses the entrance into Jerusalem.  Jesus is welcomed as a king coming into the city.  There are many people there since it is the beginning of Passover for the Jewish people (High Holy Days).  This Sunday shows the fickleness of people.  Some of the people who welcomed him at the beginning of the week are the same people who called for his crucifixion at the end of the week.  We have a crowd coming to take Jesus in.  We have Peter’s denial.  We have friends and followers running away (even going naked rather than be found with Jesus).  We have friends watching from afar.  We have others that are closer.  We have a person pressed into helping and another claiming Jesus after he has died.  There is everyone in this story.  There is all of us, today, in this story.  Who are you in those different crowds we hear about on Palm Sunday?  Are you the ones crying to crucify him, or Simon helping to carry the cross, or the women weeping, or his friends abandoning him, or Peter denying him, or Joseph claiming him after he died?

April begins with Holy Week and Easter Sunday and the time of Easter going towards Pentecost Sunday (May 23rd).  This is the most holy time of year but also some of the most ritualistic celebrations.  Each year Christians of all faiths gather together in small communities throughout the world to celebrate the Three Days: the journey with Christ from darkness to light; from captivity to freedom; from death to life and in many of those communities we listen to the same lessons together and participate is similar rituals of Holy Communion, foot washing, reading of the Passion of Christ, the joy and confusion of the resurrection, and welcoming new members into the Body of Christ.  This year all of these celebrations may look different from watching on the internet, celebrating at home, watching on television, or (hopefully) gathered in small groups for short periods of time.  Each of the celebrations that we join in throughout April can be focused on one of the great words used to describe what it means to be a Christian, a follower of Christ.


The first word we are looking at is: Servant (Maundy Thursday).  Jesus washed the feet of his disciples.  This was something that the lowest slave in a household did and here was Jesus doing it.  He tells in both word and deed that we to must be that servant to others.


From Good Friday we have the word: Cross.  Some people look at the cross and stay there with the suffering Servant.  Others want to bypass the cross altogether and just go to the empty tomb.  We need to be willing to do both.  We need to be reminded of the walk to Calvary, the nailing to the cross, the two thieves, and the suffering of death especially as we take up our daily crosses.  Sometimes we need to help others with their crosses.  Each of us have that walk to Calvary we are doing and need to remember we are never doing it alone – Jesus is always walking with us.


Easter Sunday brings us the wonderful word Resurrection.  This is the gift we are given at baptism, resurrection with Christ; the gift that raises us to be co-heirs to the Kingdom of God.  Without the resurrection, we would be people of a cross only.  We would still be in death.  By traveling with Christ through his life and death, we get to also participate in his resurrection.  It is the completion of the cycle that brings us to faith.


The first Sunday after Easter brings us to Jesus appearing to his disciples and to Thomas specifically which bring us to the word trust.  We as Christians really depend on trust.  We trust that this whole idea of God, Jesus, the cross, the resurrection, the gospel stories, and the promises contained within are true.  We cannot prove all of it.  We were not witnesses to it.  We trust and consider ourselves blessed because of that trust because Jesus said, “…blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29).


Then we are called to witness.  The disciples were witnesses to the resurrection, were taught directly by Jesus, and were sent to witness to their experience.  We are also called to witness to our belief.  We do this by how we live our lives: what we say to others, what we spend our money on, and how we spend our time.  You witness when you share what excites and interests you about God or how you have experienced God working in your life.


And finally, we are called to be sheep.  Not in a mindless way but in a way that recognize Jesus as the shepherd – the kind that earns the trust of the sheep by keeping them safe and being willing to lay down his life for them.


As we journey again through the Three Days and into the time of Easter let us reflect on how we are Christians.  We are servants, carry crosses, and believe in the resurrection.  We trust and witness to God in our lives and are willing sheep to the shepherd that is Jesus.  The challenge: to continue in faith that God has a plan, Jesus is walking with you, and the Spirit is guiding you in spite of what the trials, tribulations, loneliness, and separation we have all experienced in this last year.  Have hope.
PRAYER BOX

One thing we can do despite any pandemic restrictions is pray.  A Prayer Request Box has been installed by the front door of Redeemer Lutheran Church for all of LW residents to use.

The Leisure World Interfaith Council encourages all to go by the entrance to Redeemer (13564 Saint Andrew’s Drive) and use the paper and pens to write a prayer request to God.  Think of the locked, copper-toned mailbox as a way to share your concerns with your Creator.  Let go of fear, discouragement, frustration, sadness and of course share thanksgivings and blessings.  This new physical prayer place will be dedicated during this Passover and Lenten season as a way of staying spiritually close (while remaining socially distant!) with the One who loves us and knows our needs before we even ask.  May God bless all of us as we continue to build our relationship with God and one another, in prayer.

DISASTER RESPONSE
“I lift up my eyes to the hills – from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2).
Dear friends,

The last year has been full of changes and challenges for all of us. Now we are again witnessing a devastating disaster amid the ongoing pandemic. As neighbors in Christ, we have an opportunity to share God’s hope, healing and renewal with each other.

Beginning Feb. 14, a polar vortex descended over the United States. Subfreezing temperatures and heavy snow swept across the country, impacting millions of people. The harsh conditions severely impacted Southern states, such as Texas, which lack the infrastructure to handle the freezing temperatures and record-setting snow and ice. This has led to power, food and water shortages throughout the region. At its peak, 4.5 million homes and businesses in Texas were without power. With bursting pipes and broken water systems, around 10 million Texans are facing water disruptions. As temperatures rise, melting ice and snow is expected to cause more water damage. 
Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, the Southwestern Texas Synod, the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod, and Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response. Congregations are already conducting relief efforts such as supplying water, food and generators to those in need and opening their doors to serve as shelters. Long-term recovery may include repairing water-damaged homes, disaster case management and supporting vulnerable populations.

Please give today. Your gifts ensure that our church will be able to provide help and hope for those whose lives have been devastated by the severe storms in Texas. Gifts designated for “U.S. Severe Storms” will be used entirely (100%) for direct response.
By mail

Make checks payable to
Lutheran Disaster Response, write "U.S. Severe Storms" on your check's memo line and send to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA Gift Processing Center
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
By phone: Call 800-638-3522 to make a donation with a credit card. Operators are ready to assist you Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Central Time.
Online: https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response
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