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PASTOR’S CORNER
“Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!

Alleluia!”


Dear Friends:


We celebrate Easter in this month of April, and as Margo points out in her article it is right in the middle of the month. We will finally proclaim "Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!"  It will be Easter Sunday and we will celebrate and confess boldly the bodily resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. All the lilies you donated will scent the air, joyful hymns and alleluias are on our tongues.


Yet these happy celebrations aren't reserved for only Easter Sunday, Every Sunday we gather for worship is a celebration of Christ's resurrection. As baptized children of God, our every moment finds meaning and hope in Christ's defeat of sin, death, and the power of the devil.


Sometimes, however, those Easter memories fade, and we wonder: Is there anything to hope for? Do we hope only in this life? Do we deserve the pity Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians 15 because we lack faith in our death-defying, devil-destroying Savior?



[image: image4.emf]

Church Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please call and leave a message at all other times.  Phone messages are checked daily.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service

(Holy Communion on first and third Sundays)

Bible Study: 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays – Fellowship Hall

Outreach Visitation: 2:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of the Month – Conference Room

Council Meeting: 2:30 p.m. the 4th Thursday of the Month – Conference Room

Respite Care: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Church Staff

Pastor: Gilbert Moore

Food Donations: Mickey Costello, Carl and Jessica Keene

Secretary: Margo Geesing

(Tuesday and Thursday mornings)

Organist: Sharon Heck

Now we are in the weeks of Easter.  We spent a little more time from Easter to Pentecost than we do during Lent (40 days compared to 50 days).  In the second Sunday of Easter Jesus appears to his disciples in the upper room.  They are all together (except for Thomas).  They are sad and frightened.  Then Jesus appears in their midst.  He offers them three things: peace; the Holy Spirit; and commissions them to forgive sins.  Poor Thomas.  He reacted as many of us would have if told that someone you loved who died was up and walking around: sure, prove it!  But Jesus does not take him to task for his doubting, he comes and offers him that proof.  We also have a chance to again realign our behavior and actions to this proof.  Our mission hasn’t changed.  We are still to live in peace.  The Spirit still dwells with in each of us.  And we are still being sent to reconcile the world.  How are you living the life of an Easter people?


On the final Sunday of April, we have the story of the road to Emmaus.  I love the story of the road to Emmaus.  There is so much in those short 22 verses.  They are about the faith journey.  They are about finding Jesus.  They are about the Eucharist.  They are about understanding faith and the Scriptures.  They are about the challenges of faith.  They are about traveling further with Jesus.  They are about asking Jesus for guidance and understanding.  They are about being bold in faith.  They are about being so caught up in your excitement that, although you may be tired, you get back on the road to share the news with others.  They are about traveling together and supporting each other in times of sorrow.


This month I just want you to take time to reflect.  Take time to go back and read the Gospels that we have read during Lent.  We started with Ash Wednesday and a call to prayer, almsgiving, and fasting.  Then we had the temptation of Jesus in the desert; the discussion with Nicodemus about eternal life and the kingdom of God; the Samaritan woman at the well; the healing of the blind man; and the raising of Lazarus.  We had the Passion of Jesus from Matthew (and John on Good Friday – you can find the Scripture reference in the list of Lessons for the month); the institution of the Eucharist and the washing of the disciples’ feet for Maundy Thursday.  Take time to see the path that Jesus and we went on to get to Easter Sunday.  Then take a little time to see what you hear Jesus calling you to do on your own road to Emmaus.



We often revel in our own pity parties. We wring our hands, get tension headaches, and worry about all the things in life we can't control. Yet, we have a Savior who has gone to the cross, destroyed death, and risen from the dead. Better yet, He did it all for us, out of love and mercy. Now that is a reason for hope!

A blessed Easter and hope in the Resurrection be yours,
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PS: Margo has again produced an article loaded with thought provoking information from our Scripture readings. Also please note that we will receive new members on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 9. Orientation for those interested in joining is at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 30, in the conference room. If you missed it and are interested contact me, 562-430-7999.
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Gil a phone call (562) 430-7999. Cedric Elmer and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Gil.

Message from Our President …

Dear Members and Friends:

During our February monthly meeting of Council the officers serving in 2017 were finalized as follows: 

President: Cedric Elmer

Vice-President: Mickey Costello

Secretary: Debbie Hugdahl

Treasurer: Margaret Deaton

Committee Chairpersons

Finance: Kay Pushman

Fellowship: Barbara Schuyler (continuing in a volunteer position)

Outreach: Kay Pushman

Property/Maintenance: Mickey Costello and Terry Durham

Worship: open for a Council volunteer

Members

Dena Anderson
Jerry Brady

Lottie Dolby
Glenn Massingill

Maria Swift
Juanita Townsend

The Council meets monthly on the 4th Thursday at 2:30 P.M. in the Conference Room. You are invited to attend and present your ideas and suggestions.


Reflections on WORSHIP

and DISCIPLESHIP by Margo Geesing
“Lent, Passion, Easter, and Renewal”

As we begin April Lent is nearly over; Passion/Palm Sunday just before us; The Three Days just after that; then Easter Sunday in the middle of the month; and then the Time of Easter continues.  It is a run to the highest holy day of the Church calendar: Easter and, just as the disciples, we wonder about what comes next.


The first Sunday of April is the last Sunday in Lent before we begin Holy Week.  Last month I wrote briefly about the fifth Sunday of Lent’s Gospel from John – the raising of Lazarus.  In this one we have the declaration of who Jesus is: the Son of God; we have the example of prayer being answered; we have evidence that Jesus sometimes meets us where we are in our faith journey and sometimes he calls us to where we need to be.  What stones do we need Jesus to remove from our path so we can be with him?  What has he already removed?  Where is he calling for you to be on your journey?


Then we have the pageantry of Palm/Passion Sunday.  We get two Gospel stories from Matthew today.  We begin with the triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  Crowds cheering and waving palm branches.  And the Passion follows.  For a moment, let us put ourselves in that situation.  Would we be one of the people cheering him as he entered Jerusalem?  Or would we be one of the ones who were afraid of what he was going to do?  What would we have done?  Would you go with the crowd and call for his death?  Would we turn away and not look?  Would we seek his freedom no matter what it cost us?  Remember that each time we sin we are gaining something in our betrayal.  It might not be Judas’ 30 pieces of silver but we get something or we wouldn’t do it.  Is it wealth, status, security, comfort, or an easier path?


Then we get to EASTER!  This is our most important Holy Day of the year.  It is more important than Christmas; we were all born.  And we will all die.  What we all will not do is rise from dead through our own power!  This is what makes Jesus different.  He is God.  We do read of resurrections in both the Old and New Testaments but all of them involved other people.  Some one asked God for this gift.  Some one prayed.  Some one touched the person.  Also, did you see – a woman was the first to announce that the Lord had risen!
DISASTER RELIEF

Gifts designated to a specific response will be used in full -- 100 percent -- to help disaster survivors clean-up, rebuild and recover.  Donations given “Where Needed Most” help to respond immediately and effectively where it is needed most. If you give cash or check, on offering envelope write “Disaster Relief” If you give by check make it out to Redeemer Lutheran Church and placing it in the offering plate.  Or if you wish you can send a check directly to: ELCA Disaster Response 39330 Treasury Center; Chicago, IL 60694-9300.  Or donate online at: http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response.aspx
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CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS

Thank you to those who have been turning in your labels!

As an ongoing service project we are collecting Campbell Soup Labels to be sent to the Solheim Home in Los Angeles, CA.  They will send them to the Navajo Indians in Arizona.  The labels are used in many ways to get needed items.  The program now only requires the UPC Bar Code Label.  A marked canister is in the Entryway.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Thank you to those who have been turning in your Education Labels!
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Box Tops go directly to the Navajo Mission.  They can be found on more than a 100 different General Mills products.  They do have an expiration date, so be sure to turn them in with time to send them to the Mission!  These labels generate points that turn into dollars!
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CONTINUING FUNDRAISER AND ENVIRONMENTAL CARE

Thank you to those who have been turning in your used ink cartridges!

We have an ongoing collection of used ink cartridges and cell phones.  Please bring them with you when you come to church and place them in the box in the Conference Room!


The Council also finalized our representatives for the Annual Synod Assembly in May as directed by the Congregation at the Annual Meeting in February.  They will be Chris Moore and Lavona Moore.

Over the years, Redeemer has promoted a “Bargain Basement” activity organized and managed by Judy Norlander. Over $2,000 was realized, and through this effort, a new exterior wood office door has been installed. The Bargain Basement will continue to provide additional monies to replace other exterior doors. We ask that you continue to donate items so this progress can continue. Thank you, Judy, for your dedicated service towards this effort.  

Cedric Elmer

President
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THOSE WHO SERVE

THIS MONTH

Please study the following at home to prepare for Sunday Worship:
Lessons for the Fifth Sunday of Lent
through Fourth Sunday of Easter
Altar Guild

Carol Costello

Beverly Dinning

Lottie Dolby

Sara Gould

Sylvia Makus

Financial Team

2nd:
Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

9th:
Phyllis Mackey
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

16th:
Barbara Dykman
Flo Nesland

Alma Zamzow

23rd:
Leslie Arrington
Barbara Dykman
Alma Zamzow
30th:
Barbara Dykman
Flo Nesland
Alma Zamzow

Acolyte

Barbara Schuyler
Communion Assistant
Larry Norlander

Greeters

Kathy Aldstadt
Berny Gerard
Reader

Karen Merkel
Prayer Leader

Juanita Townsend
Ushers
Jean Ackerman

Carole Costello

Edith Sessa

Maria Swift

Choir
Beverly Anderson

Charles Cullimore

Joan Cullimore

Lynda Elmer

John Graber

Debbie Hugdahl

Julia Langevin

Sara Lee

Nancy Luebben

Chris Moore

Kay Pushman

Violet Quist

Shirley Reimers


April 2, 2017 – Fifth Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14

Psalm 130

Romans 8:6-11

John 11:1-45

April 9, 2017 – Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday
Processional: Matthew 21:1-11

Isaiah 50:4-9

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Matthew 26:14—27:66

Matthew 27:11-54 (Alternate)

April 13, 2017 – Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-14

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 14, 2017 – Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12

Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (Alternate)

John 18:1—19:42


April 16, 2017 – Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day

Acts 10:34-43

Jeremiah 31:1-6 (Alternate)

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Colossians 3:1-4

Acts 10:34-43 (Alternate)

Matthew 28:1-10

John 20:1-18 (Alternate)

April 23, 2017 – Second Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:14, 22-32

Psalm 16

1 Peter 1:3-9

John 20:19-31

April 30, 2017 – Third Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:14, 36-41

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19

1 Peter 1:17-23

Luke 24:13-35

May 7, 2017 – Fourth Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:42-47

Psalm 23

1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10:1-10
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Altar Flowers for April
April 2nd:

Marion Fraide in Memory of Frank Waters and John Mattie.
April 9th:

Nelda Sunday in Memory of Bishop Miller.
April 16th:


Easter Lilies.
April 23rd:


Phyllis Mackey and Ronnie Powell.
April 30th:


Sandy Langdale in Memory of My Husband.

Flower Chart Directions

1. There are 2 bouquets for each Sunday.

2. Print your name and the special reason for the request on the line next to the date you would like them.

3. If there is not enough room to write your request on the chart, please leave the secretary a note in her box specifying your request.

4. The requested donation for one bouquet is $15.00; $30.00 for both.  If you wish to request both bouquets, please note that on the chart.

When putting your donation in an envelope, please note that it is for altar flowers and the date of your flowers.  Please write a separate check for flowers.  Do not include it with your regular offering.

Note from Outreach and Worship and Music Committee.  Guidelines for prayer list: We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Wendy Alfageme, Dena Anderson, Shirley Anderson, Bea Bander, Russ Cullimore, Lottie Dolby, Patti Drumm, Bob Edwards, Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Don Gramly, Christine Hughes, Geri Lein, Nancy Luebben, Dody Lynch, Glen Massingill, Kathleen Nilsson, Lodi Nieto, Erich Obersteiner, Christine Osterberg, Jim Pushman, Shirley Reimers, Lillian Smith, Nina Smith, Richard Stiitz, and Martha Ziegler;

And Our Family Members and Friends: John Baumler family, Rose Betancourt, Roman Bentley, Lynda Bischof, John Bishop, Sally Blevins, Julie Carlson, Rich Carlson, Paul Chen family, Caren Condon, Frank Dean, Anna Dow, Eileen Dow, Cindy Duran, Richard Eggers, Loretta Gilbert, Rachelle Gould, Margie Garceau, Paul Higgenbotham, Joey Jananian, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, John LaMarr, Mavis Lancaster, Mary Lanza, Olaf Lee, John Lochiavo, David Ludwig, Jessica Mackner, George Massingill, Mary Matthews, Carol Miller, Ethan Millerick, Heidi Mitchell, Bill Montague, Kyle Nguyen, Chuck Nieto, Joe Nieto, Matthew Norlander, Victor Obersteiner, Pat O’Donnell, Ken Osborn, David Ream, Nathan Rhodes, Barbara Steinwehe, Louise Wagner, June Welton, Sandra Wright, and Bryce Young.

We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 
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OUR BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Income and Expense Statement

for the Month Ending

February 28, 2017

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$10,099.00
$10,747.00
($648.00)
Operating Expenses
$9,921.61
$10,747.00
$825.39
Variance
$177.39
$0.00
$177.39
Income and Expense Statement

for the Year to
February 28, 2017

Actual
Budget
Variance

Operating Income
$21,451.00
$21,494.00
($43.00)
Operating Expenses
$22,336.63
$21,494.00
($842.63)

Variance
($855.63)
$0.00
($855.63)
[image: image13.wmf]Offering Envelopes are available on the stand in the narthex of the church.  Take as many envelopes as you think you may need.  Please also remember your pledge.  By preparing your envelope ahead of time at home, that way you will not be caught short of your offering and can maintain your pledge.  Please put your name on the envelopes that you use.  Thank You! 


Global Mission Call ~~ 

Our next Mission Moment will be on Sunday, April 30th.
On the last Sunday of each month we take a moment to reflect on our call to serve all of God’s people.

The Outreach Team meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Conference Room at 2:00 p.m. 
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This month we will meet on

April 25th at 2:00 pm!

We can always use extra visitors!

“Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me.”

(Matthew 25:40)

We are Calling All People who like to talk, visit, go out, talk about our church, and be with people: the Outreach Team always has room for new members to join.  It is easy work but very necessary.  Many hands make light work!  Try it, you may find that this is your call from God!
Easter Lilies
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Beautiful lily plants will adorn the Sanctuary area of our church on Easter morning.  You may reserve one or more plants to be designated in honor or memory of a loved one.  Place this form (with a SEPARATE check from your regular giving), payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church, or cash in an offering envelope and place the envelope in the offering or in the church office.  Indicate “Easter Lily” on your check and on the offering envelope.  This is due by Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017 to be included in the Easter Lily List.

Cost per plant is $8.00

Your Name: 


Number of Lilies ordered: 
  X $8.00 each  =   


[amount enclosed]

Phone Number: 


(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of

(circle one)
In Honor of
or
In Memory of
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Happy
Birthday

April Birthdays

Al Hays
April
??

Beverly Anderson
April
7

Patti  Drumm
April
7

Margaret Deaton
April
12

Linda Wilson
April
14

Tom Nelson
April
26

Christine Osterberg
April
30

April Anniversaries

Tom and Barbara Dykman
April
5
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Lenten Devotions and Soup Suppers
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We are having our annual Devotions and Soup Supper on Wednesdays, 4:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall again featuring dialogues, soup supper, and singing of Lenten hymns.  Our final devotions and soup supper will be April 5

BIBLE STUDY ~ Pastor Lynda
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Join us at 10:30 A.M. in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays!!  Come and bring a friend!  There are always Bibles to borrow if you need one!  Come be a part of it.  There is always room at the table for more!

CHIME CHOIR
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Our Chime Choir has been practicing a number of Easter hymns using our chime set.  We will be blessed with their performances in April and a special performance on Easter Sunday.



New Member Welcome
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New members will be welcomed on Sunday, April 9, at the Palm Sunday Worship Service.  A light luncheon will follow.




30th Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly

May 11, 2017 – May 13, 2017

Town & Country Resort
San Diego, CA 92108

As we get closer to the start of our 30th Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly in May please be in prayer for the assembly volunteers, representatives, and members.  Volunteers are needed for this work. Interested? Fill out an online form using the link found on the Synod Assembly page on the synod's website (www.pacificasynod.org)
As is our tradition, we invite members to bake and bring donations of cookies for the hospitality room at the assembly. These baked goods sustain our voting members and guests throughout our time together. Thank you for your faithful baking!  Those able to supply some bring them to church on Sunday, May 7, or Tuesday, May 9, or to Bible class on May 10.
[image: image24.wmf]Maundy Thursday will be April 13.  We will be having our Holy Communion and Hand Washing Service on that day at 4:00 p.m.
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Redeemer will again host the Good Friday Community Service on Friday, April 14.  It is from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.

[image: image26.png]


[image: image27.png]


Easter Sunday is April 16th. Join us with your family and friends to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord at our Easter Service at 10:30 a.m. This is the highlight worship of the year.

There is an Easter lily order form on page 13.  Please remember, it must be in the office by Sunday, April 9.
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New Member Orientation
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New Member Orientation will be on Thursday, March 30 at 10:00 a.m. in the Conference Room.  If you are interested in joining the church as a registered member, please see Pastor or come to the orientation meeting.



In Memoriam

[image: image30.wmf]Please pray for the family and friends of

Dolores Young

August 30, 1930 to February 24, 2017

Lois Rakow

December 6, 1927 to March 15, 2017

May they rest in the peace of Christ



Community Interfaith Passover Seder

Sponsored by the Leisure World Interfaith Council and organized by Beit HaLev, House of the Heart, Inc. will be holding a Passover Seder on Monday, April 10, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. in Clubhouse 2.  Everyone, of all faiths, is invited.  The reservation deadline is Monday, April 3rd.  Tickets are $25.00 per person and dinner is included.  Please phone: (562) 493-2680 or (562) 715-0888 for more information and to make reservations.

	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	March 30
10:00 a.m. – New Member Orientation!
	
	1

	2
5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	3
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care
	4
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	5
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

4:00 p.m. – Devotion and Soup Supper
	6
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

	7

	8


	9
PASSION / PALM SUNDAY

10:30 am Worship Service

New Members Welcome

Food Ingathering

New Members Welcoming Luncheon
	10
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care


	11
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care

4:00 p.m. – Interfaith Council Meeting
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & THOSE WHO SERVE DUE
	12
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	13
MAUNDY THURSDAY

9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm – Respite Care
4:00 p.m. – Maundy Thursday Hand Washing and Communion Service
	14
GOOD FRIDAY
12:00 Noon to 3:00 p.m. – Interfaith Good Friday Service
	15

	16
EASTER SUNDAY
10:30 am Holy Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
	17
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care
	18
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care 

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
	19
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class


	20
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	21
	22

	23
10:30 am Worship Service

Coffee Fellowship

	24
9:30 am to 3:30 pm - 

Respite Care


	25
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:00 p.m. –Outreach Visitation 

2:30 p.m. – Finance Committee Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
NEWSLETTER MAILED
	26
10:30 a.m. – Bible Class

[image: image31.wmf]
	27
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Office Hours

2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

9:30 am to 3:30 pm - Respite Care
	28
	29

	30

10:30 am Worship Service

Coffee Fellowship

Mission Moment

Birthdays Celebrated
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 


of Leisure World


Phone: (562) 598 - 8697


FAX: (562) 598 - 8697


E-mail:  redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net


Website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
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