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PRELUDE played by organist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN WOV [Blue Book] # 718
“Gather Us In”

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who greets us in this and
every season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our
community. We have squandered your blessings. We have
hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant
us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C Righteous God, we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to
be honest. We have lacked the courage to speak. We have
spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us
your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless
grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God's mercy: you are freed and
forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.

C Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

C Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of
your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy.
By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life
that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

INTRODUCTION

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures
of faith. In today's gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us
the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that
penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch.
Even as we seek the riches of God's reign, the great surprise is that God's
grace finds us first!

The First Lesson is from Genesis chapter 29 verses 15-28

Laban deceives Jacob by giving his older daughter, Leah, to Jacob in
marriage instead of the promised younger daughter, Rachel. Because of
his love for Rachel, Jacob agrees to work for Laban for an additional
seven years so that he may also be married to her.

15Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore
serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?" *Now Laban
had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the
younger was Rachel. ’Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful
and beautiful. 8Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven
years for your younger daughter Rachel." °Laban said, "It is better that |
give her to you than that | should give her to any other man; stay with
me." 2°So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him
but a few days because of the love he had for her. 2Then Jacob said to
Laban, "Give me my wife that | may go in to her, for my time is
completed." 2So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and
made a feast. 2But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought
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her to Jacob; and he went in to her. ?*(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his
daughter Leah to be her maid.) ®When morning came, it was Leah! And
Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?" °Laban said,
"This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn.
2’Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in
return for serving me another seven years." 2Jacob did so, and completed
her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God

PSALM: Psalm 128
Happy are they who follow in the ways of God. (Ps. 128:1)

'Happy are they all who fear the LORD,
and who follow in God's ways!
2You shall eat the fruit of your labor;
happiness and prosperity shall be yours.
3Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house,
your children like olive shoots round about your table.
“The one who fears the LORD
shall thus indeed be blessed.
*The LORD bless you from Zion,
and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life.
®May you live to see your children's children;
may peace be upon Israel.



The Second Lesson is from Romans chapter 8 verses 26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God's actions for us. Through Christ's
death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to
God's love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is
able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.
2'And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
28\We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. ?°For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. **And those whom he
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and
those whom he justified he also glorified. 3*What then are we to say about
these things? If God is for us, who is against us? **He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? **Who will bring any charge against God's
elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. *Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? %®As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” *’No, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. **For | am convinced
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, **nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia. Lord, to Whom Shall We Go?”

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 13 verses 31-33, 44-52
Throughout Matthew's gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good
news that "the kingdom of heaven is near!" Here, Jesus offers several brief
parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people's
lives.

3LJesus put before the crowds another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.” **He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until
all of it was leavened."

4"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has
and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; “°on finding one pearl of great value, he went and
sold all that he had and bought it. ’Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; “®when it
was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. *°So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous *°and throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
>IHave you understood all this?" They answered, "Yes." *2And he said to
them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old."

The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ



SERMON Jerry Brady

SOLO “It Is Well with My Soul” Kay Pushman

APOSTLES’ CREED

L | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L ... Hearus, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

OFFERTORY “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love ”

OFFERING PRAYER

P God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good
things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your
graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
THE LORD’S PRAYER LBW [Green Book] Page 71

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P All people are called to Christ's table. Come, eat what is good.
Communion Distribution (The Congregation is invited to come forward
by the ushers to receive Communion. If you are unable to come to the
altar, Communion will be brought to you in the pew. All baptized and
believing Christians are invited to the table. Anyone with any questions
can speak to the Pastor. The inside circle of glasses contains grape
juice.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received
at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all
the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



BLESSING

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed
+ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN LBW [Green Book] # 415
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE played by organist
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Pastor: Rev. Lisa Rotchford, (714) 833-7332

Organist: Sharon Heck
Flowers are given by:  Beverly Anderson in Memory of My Parents.

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Jerry Brady
Communion Assistant Carmen Leslie
Reader / Prayer Leader: Beverly Anderson

Financial Team: Sylvia Makus and Kay Pushman

THIS WEEK
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Communion Service

Redeemer Finance: July Offering through July 23, 2023
Budgeted Monthly Expense  $8,341.00
Offering $4,935.00
Needed to meet expenses $3,406.00




REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Jean, Kathy, Wendy, Beverly, Dena, Nancy, Evelyn, Shirlene, Jerry,
Dondi, Carol, Mickey, Evelyn, Gloria, Christa, Alice, Barbara, Cedric,
Lucy, Karen, Kelly, Raymond, Dick, Marilyn, Brian, Carl, Jessica, Carol,
Rose, Ken, Sandra, Elaine, Carmen, Barbara, Betty, Nancy, Phyllis,
Sylvia, Gil, Flo, Eileen, Erich, Leslie, Linda, Ronnie, Kay, Violet, Linda,
Ron, Collette, Lisa, Patty, Barbara, Joan, Dee, Susan, Anita, Norma,
Lathy, Juanita, Clarence, Debbie, Joan, Anne, Doris, Linda, Bruce, Alma,
Martha, Marianne, Robert, Laura, Jim, Loretta, Ray, Patty, Delrie, Bill,
Betty, Lorna, M. Teresa, Joan, Mike, Frankie, Donna, Ernie, Eileen,
Darlene, Sharon, Danota, Lynne, Ethan, Kurt, Brinly, McCall, Kathy,
Nayleen, Nicole, Donald, Maria, Andy, Owen, Tom, Anastasia, Claire,
Fran, Chris, Kyle, Michele, Bill, Wes, Sam, Kolt, Maeve, Brigid, Joanna,
Dale, Karla, and Sands. Please pray for our Bishop David Nagler, the
victims of the Ukrainian crisis, and victims and families of all violence
and natural disasters.
Please pray for this congregation as we continue to celebrate our 60™"
year anniversary. We will be having a special celebration on October 15
for our anniversary.
Please contact the church to add people to the prayer list.

Gracious God, none who trust in your Son can be separated from your
love. Give to those who live alone peace and contentment in their solitude,
hope and fulfillment in their love of you, and joy and companionship in
their relations with others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CHURCH COUNCIL
President Jerry Brady, Vice-President Wendy Alfageme, Secretary
Nancy Anderson, Treasurer Phyllis Mackey, Finance Chair Kay
Pushman
Members at Large: Sandy Langdale, Carmen Leslie, Betty Lucero,
Sylvia Makus, Michael VVanvales, and Anne Walshe
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Announcements

T Welcome everyone this morning, and especially to our guests and
visitors! Thank you for joining us.

T Please take a moment and fill out the attendance slip found in the rack
in the pews. Please place it in the offertory plate. Thank you!

T Wendy Alfageme is looking to collect any pictures of Redeemer or of
the Congregation that you might be willing to share. Please give them
to her or talk to her about what you have and are willing to share.

r If you are interested in formally joining Redeemer Lutheran Church,
please speak with Pastor Lisa. She is starting to plan for an orientation
class and a welcome service for new members.

T The Flower Chart is available for sign-ups in the entryway. One
bouquet is $15.00. Both are $30.00. Please include any dedication for
your flower request when signing up or include a note beforehand if
there is a dedication.

T We thank those who have continued to wear their masks and want
everyone to know that masks are available at the entrance of the
Church. We do HIGHLY recommend continuing masking, especially
with the numbers recently increasing specifically in Leisure World. As
we are the most vulnerable population and we have many within the
congregation that are immunocompromised, Staff will continue
masking with everyone's safety in mind. Those who elect to wear
masks, should do so freely. It is the expectation that individual
preferences be respected and supported for either choice with no
justification required.

T Our current newsletter, if you want a printed copy, is available in the
entryway. It is available online our website at:
www.redeemersealbeach.com. It is sent out via email, if we have your
email address. If you are not receiving it, please let us know so we can
confirm your address in our system.

Music reprinted with Permission under One License #A-709179

Prayers and Scripture reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress; Procession with
Palms from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2006. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except

psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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