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PRELUDE played by organist 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN  WOV [Blue Book] # 760 

“For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who greets us in this and 

every season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

C Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned.  We have hurt our 

community.  We have squandered your blessings.  We have 

hoarded your bounty.  In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant 

us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

C Righteous God, we confess that we have sinned.  We have failed to 

be honest.  We have lacked the courage to speak.  We have 

spoken falsely.  In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us 

your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.  God offers boundless 

grace when we fail.  Claim the gift of God's mercy: you are freed and 

forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 

word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live 

according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

 

INTRODUCTION 

God's word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth 

vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. 

Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be 

little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord's table we 

are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

The First Lesson is from Genesis chapter 25 verses 19-34 

Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the 

birthright away from his brother. Jacob is portrayed in the Bible as 

deceptive, gripping his brother when he came out of the womb and driving 

a hard bargain by buying the birthright for a bowl of lentils. 

 
19These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham was the 

father of Isaac, 20and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, 

daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 

Aramean. 21Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was 

barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 

conceived. 22The children struggled together within her; and she said, "If it 

is to be this way, why do I live?" So she went to inquire of the LORD. 
23And the LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two 

peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the 

other, the elder shall serve the younger." 24When her time to give birth was 

at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25The first came out red, all his 

body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26Afterward his brother 

came out, with his hand gripping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob. 
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Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 27When the boys grew up, 

Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet 

man, living in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but 

Rebekah loved Jacob. 29Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came 

in from the field, and he was famished. 30Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat 

some of that red stuff, for I am famished!" (Therefore he was called 

Edom.) 31Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright." 32Esau said, "I am 

about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?" 33Jacob said, "Swear to me 

first." So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob 

gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went 

his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 
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PSALM: Psalm 45:10-17 

God has anointed you with the oil of gladness. (Ps. 45:7) 

 
10"Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; 

 forget your people and your father's house. 
11The king will desire your beauty; 

 he is your master, so bow before him. 
12The city of Tyre brings tribute; 

 the wealthiest of the people seek your favor." 
13All glorious is the princess as she enters; 

 her gown is cloth-of-gold. 
14In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; 

 after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 
15With joy and gladness they are brought, 

 and enter into the palace of the king. 
16"In place of ancestors, O king, you shall have sons; 

 you shall make them princes over all the earth. 
17I will make your name to be remembered 

from one generation to another; 

 therefore nations will praise you forever and ever." 
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The Second Lesson is from Romans chapter 8 verses 1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to 

accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from 

its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and 

values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 

the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by 

the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 

flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just 

requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 

the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the 

flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set 

the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 

does not submit to God's law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the 

flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the 

Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have 

the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 

in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia.  Lord, to Whom Shall We Go?” 

 

 

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 13 verses 1-9, 18-23 

In Matthew's gospel, both Jesus and his disciples "sow the seed" of God's 
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word by proclaiming the good news that "the kingdom of heaven is near." 

Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news 

produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such 

great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 

while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things 

in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 

some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, 

they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!" 
18"Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of 

the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 

away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for 

what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but 

endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what 

was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 

of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

SERMON  Pastor Lisa Rotchford 

“Bloom Where God Plants You!” 
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SOLO What Wondrous Love is This Susan Sinner 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

L I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day 

he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

L  … Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 

OFFERTORY  “Soli Deo Gloria” 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 

things.  Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your 

graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LBW [Green Book] Page 71 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P All people are called to Christ's table.  Come, eat what is good. 

Communion Distribution (The Congregation is invited to come forward 

by the ushers to receive Communion.  If you are unable to come to the 

altar, Communion will be brought to you in the pew.  All baptized and 

believing Christians are invited to the table.  Anyone with any questions 

can speak to the Pastor.  The inside circle of glasses contains grape 

juice.) 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received 

at your banquet table.  Send us now to spread your generosity into all 

the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 

+ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  LBW [Green Book] # 221 

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  played by organist 
 

 

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Rotchford, (714) 833-7332 

Organist: Sharon Heck 

Flowers are given by: No Requests. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 

Presider: Pastor Lisa Rotchford 

Communion Assistant Carmen Leslie 

Reader / Prayer Leader: Beverly Anderson 

Financial Team: Wendy Alfageme and Sylvia Makus 

 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Communion Service 

 

Redeemer Finance: July Offering through July 9, 2023 

Budgeted Monthly Expense $8,341.00 

Offering $3,119.00 

Needed to meet expenses $5,222.00 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Jean, Kathy, Wendy, Beverly, Dena, Nancy, Evelyn, Shirlene, Jerry, 

Dondi, Carol, Mickey, Evelyn, Gloria, Christa, Alice, Barbara, Cedric, 

Lucy, Karen, Kelly, Raymond, Dick, Marilyn, Brian, Carl, Jessica, Carol, 

Rose, Ken, S********************andra, Elaine, Carmen, Barbara, 

Betty, Nancy, Phyllis, Sylvia, Gil, Flo, Eileen, Erich, Leslie, Linda, 

Ronnie, Kay, Violet, Linda, Ron, Collette, Lisa, Patty, Barbara, Joan, Dee, 

Susan, Anita, Norma, Lathy, Juanita, Clarence, Debbie, Joan, Anne, Doris, 

Linda, Bruce, Alma, Martha, Marianne, Robert, Laura, Jim, Loretta, Ray, 

Patty, Delrie, Bill, Betty, Lorna, M. Teresa, Joan, Mike, Frankie, Donna, 

Ernie, Eileen, Darlene, Sharon, Danota, Lynne, Ethan, Kurt, Brinly, 

McCall, Kathy, Nayleen, Nicole, Donald, Maria, Andy, Owen, Tom, 

Anastasia, Claire, Fran, Chris, Kyle, Michele, Bill, Wes, Sam, Kolt, 

Maeve, Brigid, Joanna, Dale, Karla, and Sands.  Please pray for our 

Bishop David Nagler, the victims of the Ukrainian crisis, and victims and 

families of all violence and natural disasters. 

Please pray for this congregation as we continue to celebrate our 60th 

year anniversary.  We will be having a special celebration on October 15 

for our anniversary. 

Please contact the church to add people to the prayer list. 

Gracious God, none who trust in your Son can be separated from your 

love. Give to those who live alone peace and contentment in their solitude, 

hope and fulfillment in their love of you, and joy and companionship in 

their relations with others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

President Jerry Brady, Vice-President Wendy Alfageme, Secretary 

Nancy Anderson, Treasurer Phyllis Mackey, Finance Chair Kay 

Pushman 

Members at Large: Sandy Langdale, Carmen Leslie, Betty Lucero, 

Sylvia Makus, and Anne Walshe 
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Announcements 

 Welcome everyone this morning, and especially to our guests and 

visitors!  Thank you for joining us. 

 Please take a moment and fill out the attendance slip found in the rack 

in the pews.  Please place it in the offertory plate.  Thank you! 

 If you are interested in formally joining Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

please speak with Pastor Lisa.  She is starting to plan for an orientation 

class and a welcome service for new members. 

 The Flower Chart is available for sign-ups in the entryway.  One 

bouquet is $15.00.  Both are $30.00.  Please include any dedication for 

your flower request when signing up or include a note beforehand if 

there is a dedication. 

 We thank those who have continued to wear their masks and want 

everyone to know that masks are available at the entrance of the 

Church.  We do HIGHLY recommend continuing masking, especially 

with the numbers recently increasing specifically in Leisure World.  As 

we are the most vulnerable population and we have many within the 

congregation that are immunocompromised, Staff will continue 

masking with everyone's safety in mind.  Those who elect to wear 

masks, should do so freely.  It is the expectation that individual 

preferences be respected and supported for either choice with no 

justification required. 
 Our current newsletter, if you want a printed copy, is available in the 

entryway.  It is available online our website at: 

www.redeemersealbeach.com.  It is sent out via email, if we have your 

email address.  If you are not receiving it, please let us know so we can 

confirm your address in our system. 
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