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PRELUDE played by organist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN WOV [Blue Book] # 760
“For the Fruit of All Creation”

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit... the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of

mercy.

C Amen.

P Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance, let us confess our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C God, our provider, help us and forgive us. We want to
challenge your ways when they differ from the ways of the
world, and turn to our own understandings rather than
trusting in you. We are not always ready to follow your
teachings and your will. We repent. Turn us again to you.
Share with us your words of mercy, grace, and eternal life.
Amen.

P Beloved people of God: we are given the spiritual food of
forgiveness. Our Creator continues to give us our daily bread
and we are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough love. Through the Spirit, + we
see and believe in the mercy and abundance of God. We are
forgiven and loved into a life with God that has no end.

C Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

C 0O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the
world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that
we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S HOLY WORD PROCLAIMED

INTRODUCTION

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds,
recalling ancient images of the tree of life. We would expect a cedar
or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny
seed. It is not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of
life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which
we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with
its fruit in the cup we share. The mustard plant may not appear all
that impressive, but when planted and nourished, it grows with a
power beyond our understanding.

The First Lesson is from Ezekiel chapter 17 verses 22-24

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD
will choose someone from Judah's royal family (the cedar tree) to
reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the
location of the holy temple.

22Thus says the Lord GOD:
I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
| will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.
230n the mountain height of Israel



I will plant it,

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,

and become a noble cedar.

Under it every kind of bird will live;

In the shade of its branches will nest

winged creatures of every kind.
24All the trees of the field shall know

that | am the LORD.

| bring low the high tree,

| make high the low tree;

| dry up the green tree

and make the dry tree flourish.

| the LORD have spoken;

| will accomplish it.

The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. (Ps.
92:12)

LIt is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
’to herald your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night;
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.
*For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;
and | shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
2The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God;



4they shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be green and succulent;

Bthat they may show how upright the LORD is,
my rock, in whom there is no injustice.

The Second Lesson is from 2 Corinthians chapter 5 verses 6-10
[11-13] 14-17

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not
consider Jesus from a human perspective but through the eyes of
faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ
are now in God's new creation.

°So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are
at home in the body we are away from the Lord—'for we walk by
faith, not by sight. ®Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. °So whether we
are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. °For all of us
must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether
good or evil.

UTherefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others;
but we ourselves are well known to God, and | hope that we are also
well known to your consciences. *We are not commending ourselves
to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that
you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance
and not in the heart. **For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if
we are in our right mind, it is for you. **For the love of Christ urges
us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore
all have died. *And he died for all, so that those who live might live
no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

*From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view,
we know him no longer in that way. ’So if anyone is in Christ, there
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IS a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new!

The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
(Congregation stands and sings “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”
following the Second Reading.)

The Gospel Lesson is from Mark chapter 4 verses 26-34

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are
able to hear and understand. Images of sowing and growing show the
vitality of God's kingdom.

26Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter
seed on the ground, 2’and would sleep and rise night and day, and the
seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 2The earth
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. 2°But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his
sickle, because the harvest has come."

%He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or
what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which,
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;
32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can
make nests in its shade."

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were
able to hear it; 3*he did not speak to them except in parables, but he
explained everything in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ



SERMON The Rev. Murray D. Finck
“Gardening with God”

CHOIR ANTHEM “God of the Fertile Fields”

APOSTLES’ CREED
C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L ... Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

P Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown
among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what
we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING



THE LORD’S PRAYER LBW [Green Book] Page 71

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ has set this table with more than enough for us all. The
Lord’s Table is now ready and all are welcome!

Communion Distribution (The Congregation is invited by the
ushers to come forward to receive Communion. If you are unable
to come to the altar, Communion will be brought to you in the pew.
We believe Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and
wine/juice. Anyone with any questions may speak with the Pastor.
The inside circle of glasses contains grape juice.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

C Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table, wheat
and wine, the sacrifice of your body and blood, more than
we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world as you love us. In your
name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING

P The abundance of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and
journeys with us, be upon us now and forever. The Lord bless
us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us and be gracious to
us. The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace. In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN LBW [Green Book] # 221
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

DISMISSAL
P Letus go in peace as the children of God and the body of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE played by organist

Music reprinted with Permission under One License #A-709179

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture
quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used
by permission.
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Interim Pastor: The Rev. Murray D. Finck, Bishop Emeritus
Organist and Choir Director: Sharon Heck
Flowers are given by: Elaine Lee for Her Anniversary on June

20t

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: The Rev. Murray D. Finck, Bishop Emeritus
Pianists: Cedric Elmer

Nancy Anderson
Communion Assistant Carmen Leslie
Acolyte Sylvia Makus
Reader / Prayer Leader: Kay Pushman
Financial Team: Kay Pushman and Doris Weinert
THIS WEEK

Wednesday: Bible Study 12:00 Noon
Church Council Meeting 1:30 p.m.
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Communion Service

Redeemer Finance: June Offering
Budgeted Monthly Expense $7,308.00
Not available for update



CHURCH COUNCIL
President Kay Pushman, Vice-President Wendy Alfageme,
Secretary Nancy Anderson, Treasurer Phyllis Mackey, Finance
Chair Doris Weinert
Members at Large, Sandy Langdale, Carmen Leslie, Betty Lucero,
Sylvia Makus, and Michael VVanvales

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Jean, Kathy, Wendy, Beverly, Dena, Nancy, Evelyn, Shirlene, Jerry,
Carol, Mickey, Evelyn, Gloria, Christa, Alice, Barbara, Cedric, Lucy,
Karen, Kelly, Raymond, Dick, Marilyn, Brian, Carl, Jessica, Carol,
Rose, Ken, Sandra, Elaine, Carmen, Barbara, Betty, Nancy, Phyllis,
Sylvia, Gil, Flo, Eileen, Erich, Leslie, Linda, Ronnie, Kay, Violet,
Linda, Ron, Collette, Lisa, Patty, Barbara, Joan, Dee, Susan, Norma,
Lathy, Juanita, Clarence, Debbie, Joan, Anne, Doris, Linda, Bruce,
Alma, Martha, Marianne, Robert, Laura, Jim, Loretta, Ray, Patty,
Delrie, Bill, Betty, Lorna, M. Teresa, Joan, Mike, Frankie, Donna,
Ernie, Eileen, Darlene, Sharon, Danota, Lynne, Ethan, Kurt, Brinly,
McCall, Kathy, Nayleen, Nicole, Donald, Maria, Andy, Owen, Tom,
Anastasia, Claire, Fran, Chris, Kyle, Michele, Bill, Wes, Sam, Kolt,
Maeve, Brigid, Joanna, Dale, Karla, Sands, Gloria, Tom, Rosalia,
Wendy, Elaine, and Rachel. Please contact the church to add people
to the prayer list.

Please pray for our Bishop David Nagler, (ELCA) and Bishop John
Taylor (ECUSA), the victims of the Ukrainian/Russian and
Israel/Hamas conflicts, and victims and families of all violence and
natural disasters.

Gracious God, none who trust in your Son can be separated from
your love. Give to those who live alone peace and contentment in
their solitude, hope and fulfillment in their love of you, and joy and
companionship in their relations with others; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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Announcements

+ Welcome to everyone this morning, and especially to our guests and
visitors. Happy Father’s Day to all Fathers, Grandfathers, Great-
Grandfathers and all those who fill the Father role for someone.

+ Visitors are invited to fill out a card found in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Everyone is invited down to the Fellowship Hall
after Service for coffee, treats, and fellowship (we have tea, too!).

+ Please take a moment and fill out the attendance slip found in the rack
in the pews. Please place it in the offertory plate. Thank you!

+ The elevator is now working! Please, to keep it operating, wait for an
attendant to assist you in the use of the elevator.

+ Call on Tuesdays, after 5:00 pm, for the Leisure World Bus if you are
having issues with it in regards to getting to Church on Sundays. (562)
431-6586 extension 2379.

+ Bible Study will meet on Wednesday, June 19 to continue the study of
Jesus’ miracles. This week we will study Jesus’ Miracle: A Demon
Possessed Boy, Chapter 6 of the workbook. The text is Mark 9:14-29
[also Matthew 17:14-21; Luke 9:37-43]. Bishop Murray Finck will be
leading the discussion. Please attend: bring friends, your Bible and
book, and your lunch if you wish!

+ If you are having a little problem with hearing on Sundays, please
remember that there are speakers in the ceiling light fixtures so sitting
closer to one of those may help.

+ The NEW Flower Chart is available for sign-ups in the entryway. One
bouquet is $15.00. Both are $30.00. Please include any dedication for
your flower request when signing up or include a note beforehand if
there is a dedication. If you take the flowers in the plastic holders,
please return the holders. We try to reuse them and are currently out of
them.

+ Printed copies of our current newsletter are available in the entryway.
It is online on our website at: www.redeemersealbeach.com. It is sent
out via email, if we have your email address. If you are not receiving
the newsletter by email, or the midweek communiqué from the pastor,
please put your email address on the attendance sheet in the pew pocket
and put it in the collection plate, so we can add you or correct the
address we have.
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