Announcements
· A most cordial welcome to everyone; and especially to our guests and visitors. Everyone is invited to the coffee, tea, sweet and savory treats in our Fellowship Hall. It can be reached by the outside ramp, the stairway behind the conference room, or the elevator behind the plastic curtain.  Come meet new and old friends!

· Thank you to all who made Wednesday such a blessed day with prayer, fellowship, food, and fun.

· Pastor Lynda’s Bible Class continues their study of the Book of Proverbs throughout Lent on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is invited to join in the upstairs conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.  Bibles are available to borrow if needed.

· Midweek chapel worship – Communion and prayers for healing – is at 11:30 a.m.

· Our Lenten Devotional and Soup Supper Program begins at 4:00 p.m.  Come and join us (Wednesdays of Lent: March 11, 18, 25 and April 1st) as we journey together in preparation for Easter.

· Are you new to Redeemer?  Want to find out more about our activities and ministries?  A New Member Orientation will be on Thursday, March 19th at 11 a.m. in the Conference Room.  If you are interested in officially joining the church, please see Pastor or come to the orientation meeting.  New members will be welcomed on Sunday, April 5, at the Palm Sunday Worship Service.

· If you or someone you know would like to be baptized, please let Pastor Lisa know.  She will coordinate a baptism session to prepare them for this life-changing rite in our upcoming Easter season!

· We are bringing our prayer list up-to-date.  If you wish someone to remain on our prayer list from last year, please re-submit the name or names to Margo, our secretary, or any of our Church Council members.  You can also leave a message at (562) 598-8697.


Redeemer Lutheran Church
Of Leisure World

13564 St. Andrews Drive

Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 598-8697

e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net

website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
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“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
WORSHIP SERVICE

MARCH 8, 2020
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT
WORSHIP Service

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

“Lift High the Cross”

Stewardship Thought

Overcoming Our Self-centeredness
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Who among us likes sacrifice?  Do we not seek to please ourselves, to spare ourselves, to shield ourselves and those we love from pain or disappointment or failure?  Unlike us, “Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things … Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him.”  Peter loved his Lord; He didn’t want Him to suffer.  Our answer to the temptation to self-centeredness should echo Jesus’ answer to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan . . . You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men” (Matthew 16:21-23).
Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, I know that I sin greatly and that, indeed, I am sinful.  My sin lies so deep within me that often I don’t even know it or realize how it estranges me from You.  Search me and show me my sin, that I might repent and be restored to fellowship with You through the blood of Jesus Who has atoned for my sin.  In His name.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 50

We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor and other church leaders are also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
With so many in our community and throughout the world who are suffering from illness at this time, remember all those who need the Great Physician’s guidance, comfort and healing.  Please keep all who seek healing – known to us and known to God alone – in heartfelt prayer this week.

Almighty and merciful God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can bring calmness and peace.  Grant to us, your children, an awareness of your presence and a strong confidence in you.  In our pain, our weariness, and our anxiety, surround us with your care, protect us by your loving might, and permit us once more to enjoy health and strength and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

Loving God, your heart overflows with compassion for your whole creation.  Pour out your Spirit on all people living with illness for which there is no cure, as well as their families and loved ones.  Help them to know that you claim them as your own and deliver them from fear and pain; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen.

God, our refuge and strength, our present help in time of trouble, care for those who tend the needs of the sick.  Strengthen them in body and spirit.  Refresh them when weary; console them when anxious; comfort them in grief; and hearten them in discouragement.  Be with us all, and give us peace at all times and in every way; through Christ our peace.  Amen.  

(((((((((((((((((((

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, and the peace of God, which surpasses understanding, be with you all.

C
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into existence the things that do not exist.

C
Amen.

P
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?  Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C
Gracious God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly.  We have wandered from your resurrection life.  We have strayed from your love for all people.  Turn us back to you, O God.  Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen.

P
Receive good news: God turns to you in love.  “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.  All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God's grace for you.

C
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
C
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

THE LESSONS

First Reading
Genesis 12:1-4
Second Reading
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Gospel Lesson
John 3:1-17
INTRODUCTION
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today's gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God's love for all the world.
The First Lesson is from Genesis chapter 12 verses 1-4
1The LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.


((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, phone is (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: Leslie Parker in Honor of Clover.
Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Pastor Lisa Rotchford; Acolyte: Sylvia Makus; Greeters: Dee Sessa; Ushers: Maria Swift; Reader: Flo Nesland; Prayer Leader: Jerry Brady; Financial Team: Christa Diesslin, Rose Kroll, and Alma Zamzow; and our Hospitality Host and Altar Guild.
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER

Today
Coffee Fellowship in Fellowship Hall
Tues.
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours


4:00 p.m. – Interfaith Council Meeting

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES AND THOSE WHO SERVE DUE

Wed.
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study

11:30 a.m. – Worship and Holy Communion in Chapel

4:00 p.m. – Lenten Devotion and Soup Supper

Thurs.
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours


10:00 a.m. – SBHRC Devotions

Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Communion Service

Karen Merkel Preaching; Pastor Lynda Elmer Presiding

Coffee Fellowship

DISMISSAL

Congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained-glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages the congregation to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Go in peace. Share the good news.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.

The Second Lesson is from Romans chapter 4 verses 1-5, 13-17
1What are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations")—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

“We Are Turning, Lord, to Hear You”
(Congregation stands and sings “We Are Turning, Lord, to Hear You” following the Second Reading. & after the Gospel Reading)


SENDING HYMN

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
OFFERTORY PRAYER

DEDICATION OF THE FOOD OFFERING

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.
Prayer Leader
… Hear us, O God.

C
Your mercy is great.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P
Now is the acceptable time.  Now is the day of salvation.  Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, + bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace.

C
Amen.

The Gospel Lesson is from John chapter 3 verses 1-17
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 3Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." 4Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?" 5Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 9Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 10Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him."

SERMON
“Not From Below, But Above”

hymn of the day

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

APOSTLES’ CREED

C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING AND TITHES

Choir ANTHEM

“Mothering God You Gave Me Birth”

OFFERTORY RESPONSE

“Healer of Our Every Ill”
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