Announcements
· A most cordial welcome to everyone; and especially to our guests and visitors.  Due to the unavailability of our usual fellowship team, we will not be having fellowship today.
· We will not be having our usual Lenten Devotions Soup Suppers this week.  Stay tuned to the bulletin for further updates.

· We are, again, trying to update our email list so that we can reach as many people as possible as quickly as possible if there is a necessity.  Please note on your attendance slip your email address, especially if we do not have it.  Email addresses were printed in our latest directory.  There is a copy of the directory available in the entryway where you can check the email we have and make any additions or corrections.  Thank you!

· Pastor Lynda’s Bible Class continues their study of the Book of Proverbs throughout Lent on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  They are coming up to the ending.  We are studying Chapter 17 this Wednesday.  Everyone is invited to join in the upstairs conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.  Bibles are available to borrow if needed.

· Midweek chapel worship – Holy Communion and Prayers for Healing – is at 11:30 a.m.

· Are you new to Redeemer?  Want to find out more about our activities and ministries?  A New Member Orientation will be on Thursday, March 19th at 11 a.m. in the Conference Room.  If you are interested in officially joining the church, please see Pastor or come to the orientation meeting.  New members will be welcomed on Sunday, April 5, at the Palm Sunday Worship Service.

· If you or someone you know would like to be baptized, please let Pastor Lisa know.  She will coordinate a baptism session to prepare them for this life-changing rite in our upcoming Easter season!

· We are bringing our prayer list up-to-date.  If you wish someone to remain on our prayer list from last year, please re-submit the name or names to Margo, our secretary, or any of our Church Council members.  You can also leave a message at (562) 598-8697.

Redeemer Lutheran Church Of Leisure World
13564 St. Andrews Drive

Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 598-8697
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e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net

website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
“…but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”

COMMUNION SERVICE

MARCH 15, 2020
3rd SUNDAY OF LENT
Communion Service

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
You’re Number 1
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The world shouts, “You’re number 1!”  It further entices us to put ourselves first, coyly whispering, “You’re worth it!”  God, too, tells us that we’re number 1.  He, too, tells us that we’re worth it.  While the world uses this message to manipulate us to fall for its vain lies, God backs His words with action: “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
Prayer:  Lord, we thank You for loving us unconditionally.  You demonstrated Your love by becoming our sin and suffering and dying on the Cross for us.  We pray that our lives will reflect Your love.  Help us to follow Your will and to be obedient to Your Word.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 41

We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor and other church leaders are also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
With so many in our community and throughout the world who are suffering from illness at this time, remember all those who need the Great Physician’s guidance, comfort and healing.  Please keep all who seek healing – known to us and known to God alone – in heartfelt prayer this week.
Almighty and merciful God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can bring calmness and peace.  Grant to us, your children, an awareness of your presence and a strong confidence in you.  In our pain, our weariness, and our anxiety, surround us with your care, protect us by your loving might, and permit us once more to enjoy health and strength and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

Loving God, your heart overflows with compassion for your whole creation.  Pour out your Spirit on all people living with illness for which there is no cure, as well as their families and loved ones.  Help them to know that you claim them as your own and deliver them from fear and pain; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen.

God, our refuge and strength, our present help in time of trouble, care for those who tend the needs of the sick.  Strengthen them in body and spirit.  Refresh them when weary; console them when anxious; comfort them in grief; and hearten them in discouragement.  Be with us all, and give us peace at all times and in every way; through Christ our peace.  Amen.  

(((((((((((((((((((

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, and the peace of God, which surpasses understanding, be with you all.

C
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into existence the things that do not exist.

C
Amen.

P
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?  Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C
Gracious God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly.  We have wandered from your resurrection life.  We have strayed from your love for all people.  Turn us back to you, O God.  Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen.

P
Receive good news: God turns to you in love.  “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.  All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God's grace for you.

C
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
C
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water always.  Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

THE LESSONS

First Lesson
Exodus 17:1-7
Second Lesson
Romans 5:1-11
Gospel Lesson
John 4:5-42
INTRODUCTION
In today's gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God's grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God's mercy and forgiveness.
The First Lesson is from Exodus chapter 17 verses 1-7
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?" 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me." 5The LORD said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?"


((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, home phone is (714)833-7332
Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: 
Cedric Elmer in Honor of Lynda’s Birthday, TODAY!
Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Pastor Lynda Elmer; Preaching: Karen Merkel; Acolyte: Sylvia Makus; Communion Assistants: Jerry Brady and Karen Ford; Greeter: Barbara Schuyler; Reader: Flo Nesland; Ushers: Dee Sessa and Maria Swift; Prayer Leader: Nancy Anderson; Financial Team: Christa Diesslin, Rose Kroll, and Alma Zamzow; Hospitality Hosts & Altar Guild
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER

Tues.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours

Wed.
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


11:30 – Holy Communion & Prayer Service

Thurs.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours

Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
DISMISSAL

The congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained-glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages us to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Go in peace. Share the good news.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.

The Second Lesson is from Romans chapter 5 verses 1-11
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
(Congregation stands and sings “We Are Turning, Lord, to Hear You” following the Second Reading. & after the Gospel Reading)


SENDING HYMN

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

(Continued on Page 14)


The Gospel Lesson is from John chapter 4 verses 5-42
5Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." 11The woman said to him, "Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?" 13Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life." 15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water." 16Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." 17The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!" 19The woman said to him, "Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem." 21Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 25The woman said to him, "I know that 
Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us." 26Jesus said to her, "I am he, the one who is speaking to you."  27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you want?" or, "Why are you speaking with her?" 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he? 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, "Rabbi, eat something." 32But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about." 33So the disciples said to one another, "Surely no one has brought him something to eat?" 34Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, 'Four months more, then comes the harvest'? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor.  Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." 39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I have ever done." 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world."

SERMON
Karen Merkel

“The Samaritan Woman: An Improbable Missionary”

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P
God's love is poured out in Christ for you.  Open yourselves to receive it.

The Congregation is invited to come forward by the ushers to receive Communion.  If you are unable to come to the altar, Communion will be brought to you in the pew.  All baptized and believing Christians are invited to the table to receive the bread and wine.  (The inside circle of glasses contains juice.)

COMMUNION HYMNS
With One Voice (Blue Book)

The Congregation is invited to sing the hymns during

the Distribution of Communion.

710  “One Bread, One Body”
660  “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
781  “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”
BLESSING

P
Now is the acceptable time.  Now is the day of salvation.  Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, + bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace.

C
Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.
Prayer Leader
… Hear us, O God.

C
Your mercy is great.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

HOLY COMMUNION WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.


HYMN OF THE DAY

“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”
THE NICENE CREED

C
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.


OFFERING AND TITHES

Choir Anthem
“Woman in the Night”
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

“Make Me a Servant”
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