Announcements
· A most cordial welcome to everyone; and especially to our guests and visitors. Everyone is invited to the coffee, tea, sweet & savory treats in our Fellowship Hall. It can be reached by the outside ramp, the stairway behind the conference room, or the elevator behind the plastic curtain.  Come meet new and old friends!
· Come to Redeemer this Wednesday and stay all day!  Details follow…

·     9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Spring Boutique

·   10:30 Bible Study

·   11:30 Worship

·   4:00 Lenten Devotional and Soup Supper Program 

· Our Spring Boutique is HERE this Wednesday, March 4th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall.  Support our local artisans with their outstanding arts & crafts, beautiful jewelry, jams and jellies, pet blankets and apparel, calligraphy cards by Shirley Holland, Pastor Gil’s photo cards & Malohn’s Thailand Treasures. 
· Pastor Lynda’s Bible Class continues their study of the Book of Proverbs throughout Lent on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is invited to join in the upstairs conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.  Bibles are available to borrow if needed.

· Midweek chapel worship – Communion and prayers for healing – is at 11:30 a.m.
· Our Lenten Devotional and Soup Supper Program begins at 4:00 p.m.  Come and join us (for 1 or all 5 Wednesdays of Lent:  March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1st) as we journey together in preparation for Easter.
· Are you new to Redeemer?  Want to find out more about our activities and ministries?  A New Member Orientation will be on Thursday, March 19th at 11 a.m. in the Conference Room.  If you are interested in officially joining the church, please see Pastor or come to the orientation meeting.New members will be welcomed on Sunday, April 5, at the Palm Sunday Worship Service.  

· If you or someone you know would like to be baptized, please let Pastor Lisa know.  She will coordinate a baptism session to prepare them for this life-changing rite in our upcoming Easter season!
· If you wish to add or remove someone from the prayer list, [please call the office at (562) 598-8697.  You can always leave a message.
Redeemer Lutheran Church Of Leisure World
13564 St. Andrews Drive

Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 598-8697

e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net

website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
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“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”

COMMUNION SERVICE

MARCH 1, 2020
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
Communion Service

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”


STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
You’re Number 1
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The world shouts, “You’re number 1!”  It further entices us to put ourselves first, coyly whispering, “You’re worth it!”  God, too, tells us that we’re number 1.  He, too, tells us that we’re worth it.  While the world uses this message to manipulate us to fall for its vain lies, God backs His words with action: “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
Prayer:  Lord, we thank You for loving us unconditionally.  You demonstrated Your love by becoming our sin and suffering and dying on the Cross for us.  We pray that our lives will reflect Your love.  Help us to follow Your will and to be obedient to Your Word.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Blessing on your stewardship journey!

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 63
:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor and other church leaders are also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
With so many in our community and throughout the world who are suffering from illness at this time, remember all those who need the Great Physician’s guidance, comfort and healing.  Please keep all who seek healing --  known to us and known to God alone – in heartfelt prayer this week.
Almighty and merciful God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can bring calmness and peace.  Grant to us, your children, an awareness of your presence and a strong confidence in you.  In our pain, our weariness, and our anxiety, surround us with your care, protect us by your loving might, and permit us once more to enjoy health and strength and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
Loving God, your heart overflows with compassion for your whole creation.  Pour out your Spirit on all people living with illness for which there is no cure, as well as their families and loved ones.  Help them to know that you claim them as your own and deliver them from fear and pain; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen.

God, our refuge and strength, our present help in time of trouble, care for those who tend the needs of the sick.  Strengthen them in body and spirit.  Refresh them when weary; console them when anxious; comfort them in grief; and hearten them in discouragement.  Be with us all, and give us peace at all times and in every way; through Christ our peace.  Amen.  

(((((((((((((((((((

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, and the peace of God, which surpasses understanding, be with you all.

C
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness

P
During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

C
Merciful God, you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost.  We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way.  We fail in love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth.  Have mercy on us and wash away our sin.  Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

P
Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation.  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

C
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

THE LESSONS

First Lesson
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Second Lesson
Romans 5:12-19
Gospel Lesson
Matthew 4:1-11
INTRODUCTION
Today's gospel tells of Jesus' temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God's mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.
The First Lesson is from Genesis chapter 2 verses 15-17; chapter 3 verses 1-7
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."

3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" 4But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 


((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, home phone is (714)833-7332
Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: 
Joan Tschirki in honor of Connor.
Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Pastor Lisa Rotchford; Acolyte: Sylvia Makus;                 Communion Assistant: Karen Ford;  Reader: Flo Nesland; Ushers: Dee Sessa, Maria Swift; Prayer Leader: Carol Costello; Financial Team: Alma Zamzow, Flo Nesland, and Christa Diesslin;  Hospitality Hosts & Altar Guild
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER
Today
Coffee Fellowship in Fellowship Hall

Tues.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours

Wed.
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. -  Spring Boutique

10:30 a.m. – Bible Study

11:30 – Holy Communion & Prayer Service

4:00 p.m. – Soup Supper and Devotions

Thurs.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours

Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
DISMISSAL

The congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages us to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((

husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

The Second Lesson is from Romans chapter 5 verses 12-19
12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man's trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one man's trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 18Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
 (Congregation stands and sings “We Are Turning, Lord, to Hear You” following the Second Reading. & after the Gospel Reading)

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 4 verses 1-11
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread." 4But he answered, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'" 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 7Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me." 10Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.'" 11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.


SENDING HYMN

“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”

OFFERTORY PRAYER – God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.  Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P:  Return to God with all your heart.  Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert.

The Congregation is invited to come forward by the ushers to receive Communion.  If you are unable to come to the altar, Communion will be brought to you in the pew..  All baptized and believing Christians are invited to the table to receive the bread and wine.  (The inside circle of glasses contains juice.)
COMMUNION HYMNS
Lutheran Book of Worship (Green Book)
The Congregation is invited to sing during the Distribution of Communion.

327   “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”;  479   “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
104   “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
Prayer & Blessing

P
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage; may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  And may God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.

C
Amen.


SERMON
“Not By Bread Alone”

HYMN OF THE DAY

“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”

THE NICENE CREED

C       We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.


THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.
Prayer Leader
… Hear us, O God.

C
Your mercy is great.

OFFERING AND TITHES

Choir Anthem
“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

“Make Me a Servant”
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