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24TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Celebration, Worship, and Communion Service

NOVEMBER 15, 2020
Welcome home!  Whether we are inside or outside of our Sanctuary, we are grateful to God for the opportunity to be at the House of the Lord!  While we are allowed back inside, we must follow rules that minimize everyone’s risk and keep us all safer.

At all times, please: 

* Remember that the responses from the congregation are to be from the heart but non-verbal.

* Maintain a social distance of at least 6 feet.

* Keep your required mask covering your nose and mouth at all times.

* Temperatures must be taken at the front door and anyone with over 100 degrees will be asked to return home, be tested and self-quarantine.

* Hand sanitizer is readily available at the front and side doors.

* Plastic gloves are available in the entryway if you wish to use them.

* Use the front door for entering and the doors on either side of the altar for exiting.

* As you leave, you’re are invited to pick up communion.

* Offering plates are at the doors for your gifts to the Church; we will not be passing the plate.

* Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!

* The fans must be kept on throughout the Service for good air circulation.  As the weather gets cooler, please remember to dress warmer.

To minimize the spread of infection, we have been asked by our Bishop to refrain from singing and congregational responses.  Therefore, we will be led in prayer by the worship leader (signified by the “L” in the bulletin) who will respond for the entire congregation throughout our 30-minute service.
PRELUDE AND GATHERING HYMN
played by organist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING
Pastor
From the one who is and who was and who is to come, and from Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, grace and peace be with you all.

C
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved.
L
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
L
Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you.  We are not faithful in using your gifts.  We forget the least of our siblings.  We do not see your beautiful image in one another.  We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.  Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.

P
Beloved, we are God's children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.  Through + Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice!  Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.

L
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
INTRODUCTION
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the Lord will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ's coming among us.
The First Lesson is from Zephaniah chapter 1 verses 7, 12-18
Zephaniah presents the day of the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the Lord.
7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, "The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm." 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD's wrath in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

The Word of the Lord.

PSALM: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12
1Lord, you have been our refuge


from one generation to another.

2Before the mountains were brought forth,

or the land and the earth were born,


from age to age you are God.

3You turn us back to the dust and say,


"Turn back, O children of earth."

4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past


and like a watch in the night;

5you sweep them away like a dream,


they fade away suddenly like the grass:

6in the morning it is green and flourishes;


in the evening it is dried up and withered.

7For we are consumed by your anger;


we are afraid because of your wrath.

8Our iniquities you have set before you,


and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

9When you are angry, all our days are gone;


we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

10The span of our life is seventy years,

perhaps in strength even eighty;


yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow,


for they pass away quickly and we are gone.

11Who regards the power of your wrath?


Who rightly fears your indignation?

12So teach us to number our days


that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
The Second Lesson is from 1 Thessalonians chapter 5 verses 1-11
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ's return, we live faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, 

to admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

The Word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(Congregation stands; Organist plays)
Alleluia

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 25 verses 14-30
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them.
Jesus said to the disciples: 14"For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' 21His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' 23His master said to him, 'Well done, good 

and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 26But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'"

The Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON
Pastor Lisa
“Rejoice, Pray, and Give Thanks”

THE NICENE CREED

L
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L
Longing for Christ's reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God's power on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

P
Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty of nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress (especially). Scatter the heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their labors. Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God.
L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord of healing, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk.  Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord, our peace and our strength, guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always.  Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.

L
Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
There is a place for you at the banquet.  Come and feast at Jesus' table.

BLESSING
P
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.

L
Amen.

DISMISSAL
P
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

L
Thanks be to God.

Communion Distribution (Please come forward to receive your communion bread and wine/fruit of the vine. Then please exit the church by either the door by the elevator or by the conference room.)
POSTLUDE
As you consume your Communion at home, please pray:

Especially in the times in which we are living, we seek the peace of God, through Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Let us pray: O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance.  Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.  Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.  All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.
(ELCA prayer)

Seek forgiveness with the words from 1John 9: if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins & to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Bless us, forgive us and keep us, we pray.

Pray for all in need: those that are ill, those that are grieving, those caring for others, those hungry and homeless, those in need of Christ’s peace and love.

From your heart, pray the Our Father.

Consume the bread and the cup of the fruit of the Vine, knowing they were blessed and offered to you: “The Body of Christ, given for you.”  Fruit of the vine: “The Blood of Christ, shed for you.”

In Thanksgiving be blessed: May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV

Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Flowers: 
both bouquets are given by Mickey and Carol Costello in Honor of Their Anniversary.
THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider:
Pastor Lisa Rotchford

Worship Leader:
Jerry Brady
Greeter:
Maria Swift

Ushers:
Dee Sessa

Additional Task Force Members: Beverly Anderson, Margo Geesing, Carl Keene, Carmen Leslie, Sylvia Makus, Kay Pushman, Anne Walshe

Financial Team:
Flo Nesland and Alma Zamzow

NEXT WEEK
Wednesday: 10:30 a.m. – Covid-19 Planning Task Force Meeting

Thursday: 2:30 p.m. – Council Meeting
Weather and Numbers Permitting,
we will hold our Outside Services
8:45 a.m. – Communion Worship Service Outside

(Side Chapel by office door)

9:30 a.m. – Communion Worship Service Outside

(Side Chapel by office door)

10:30 a.m. – Communion Worship Service Inside

Congregational Meeting Part 1 after Service inside
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Kathy, Wendy, Beverly, Dena, Nancy, Evelyn, Shirlene, Jerry, Dondi, Carol, Mickey, Evelyn, Christa, Patti, Alice, Terry, Barbara, Cedric, Lynda, Lucy, Karen, Raymond, Bernice, Richard, Al, Brian, Shirley, Carl, Jessica, George, Rose, Ken, Sandra, Julia, Carmen, Betty, Nancy, Phyllis, Sue, Sylvia, Dorothea, Gilbert, Lavona, Florence, Erich, Leslie, Linda, Veronica, Jim, Kay, Violet, Shirley, Linda, Ron, Lisa, Barbara, Violet, Joan, Edith, Jann, Anita, Evelyn, Nelda, Maria, Tee, Juanita, Joan, Linda, Dee, Bruce, Alma, Martha, Collette, Robert, Chiz, Laura, Jim, Loretta, Ray, Patricia, Betty, William, Betty, Lorna, Linda, M. Teresa, Joan, Mike, Anne, and Lynn

Stewardship Thought

God’s Financial Counsel
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Money plays an important part in our lives.  We make financial decisions daily.  We can use money for good, or we can choose to use it as a tool for wrong purposes.  Since so much of life revolves around financial dealings and decisions, it is wise for us to learn how God’s Word counsels us in this area.  For example, Jesus said, “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will be dishonest with much” (Luke 16:10).  Solomon wrote, “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has” (Proverbs 21:20).  God’s Word is where we will find the best financial counsel.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, You are the source of all good things.  Help me to be faithful in the management of all that You entrust to me.  Lord, grant me wisdom to know how I can best use my money so that my treasures can be used to further Your kingdom.  In Your precious name I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!
Announcements
· Welcome to everyone this morning, and especially to our guests and visitors!

· Out of an abundance of caution, we are replanning our Annual Meeting Part 1, if the Covid restrictions do not allow us to gather next Sunday as originally planned.  We will include in the next newsletter mailing: the proposed budget and proposed Council members for election and directions on how to vote.

· With caution, we are replanning our November 25th Service to a “Pick-up Your Spirits and Holy Communion” in the Side Chapel at 11:30 a.m.  Come by and pick up Communion, a bulletin, and a pre-packaged Thanksgiving meal for you to take home to enjoy!  We need to pre-order them, so you MUST call the Church office at (562) 598-8697 to make a reservation.  CALL, OR WE WILL NOT HAVE A MEAL FOR YOU!!  Because the cost will necessarily have increased for the packaging, we will ask for a freewill offering this year to cover the cost of the sliders.
· If you have a non-perishable food item (or 2) on your shelf that you’d like to share with a hungry neighbor in need, we will be collecting food for the neediest in Orange County.  Our food cart will be out front of the church on Sunday mornings to collect your food (or cash) donations, and will be taken to Lutheran Social Services’ shelves that feed the increasing number of hungry people as this pandemic continues.
· If you wish to support ELCA Disaster Response with a gift during this season, you may write a check to Redeemer, write “Wildfire Relief”, “Hurricane Relief, or “Covid-19 Relief” on the memo line and place it in the regular offering.  It will be forwarded to ELCA Relief.  Thank you.

· Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones.

· Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!

