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website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
Celebration, Worship, and Communion Service

NOVEMBER 1, 2020
Welcome home!  Whether we are inside or outside of our Sanctuary, we are grateful to God for the opportunity to be at the House of the Lord!  While we are allowed back inside, we must follow rules that minimize everyone’s risk and keep us all safer.

At all times, please: 

* Remember that the responses from the congregation are non-verbal.
* Maintain a social distance of at least 6 feet.

* Keep your required mask covering your nose and mouth at all times.

* Temperatures must be taken at the front door and anyone with over 100 degrees will be asked to return home, be tested and self-quarantine.

* Hand sanitizer is readily available at the front and back doors.

* Plastic gloves are available in the entryway if you wish to use them.

* Use the front door for entering and the doors on either side of the altar for exiting.

* As you leave, you’re are invited to pick up communion.

* Offering plates are at the doors for your gifts to the Church; we will not be passing the plate.

* Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!

To minimize the spread of infection, we have been asked by our Bishop to refrain from singing and congregational responses.  Therefore, we will be led in prayer by the worship leader (signified by the “L” in the bulletin) who will respond for the entire congregation throughout our 30-minute service.

PRELUDE AND GATHERING HYMN
played by organist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING
Pastor
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved.
L
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P
Holy One,

L
we confess that we are not awake for you.  We are not faithful in using your gifts.  We forget the least of our siblings.  We do not see your beautiful image in one another.  We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.  Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.

P
Beloved, we are God's children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.  Through + Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice!  Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.

L
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
INTRODUCTION
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord's table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem.
The First Lesson is from Revelation chapter 7 verses 9-17
The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a time of great oppression. Today's reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: "Who is able to stand?" The writer gives the faithful the assurance of God's protection and a vision of victory.
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!  Amen." 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?" 14I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

The Word of the Lord.

PSALM: Psalm 34:1-10, 22
I will bless the LORD at all times;


 the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.

2I will glory in the LORD;

let the lowly hear and rejoice.
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD;


let us exalt God's name together. 

4I sought the LORD, who answered me

and delivered me from all my terrors.
5Look upon the LORD and be radiant,


and let not your faces be ashamed.

6I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me

and saved me from all my troubles.
7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD


and delivers them. 

8Taste and see that the LORD is good;

happy are they who take refuge in God!
9Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, 


for those who fear the LORD lack nothing.

10The lions are in want and suffer hunger,

but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good.
22O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants,


and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.

The Second Lesson is from 1 John chapter 3 verses 1-3
A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God's purposes. God, out of divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as God really is.
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

The Word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(Congregation stands; Organist plays)
Alleluia

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 5 verses 1-12
In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed with God's favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over others.
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

The Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON
Pastor Lisa
“We are Called Together”
THE NICENE CREED

L
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
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REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE JOINED
THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT THIS YEAR
P
Lord God, you have surrounded us with so great a cloud of witnesses.  Grant that we, encouraged by the example of your servants:
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Doris Borsdorf
Romaine Janus
Barbara LaBoyteaux
Lillian Linker
Tom Nelson
Karen Merkel
Chris Moore
Sara Gould
Jean Gains
Pat Moore

Jean Clad

Margaret Himmelstein
Jack Wright

Keith Hall
may persevere in the course that is set before us, to be living signs of the Gospel and at last, with all the saints, to share in your eternal joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L
Longing for Christ's reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God's power on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

P
Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose sacrifices witness to your gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their courage to carry our faith to new people and places around us. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation to generation. Bless the work of naturalists, conservationists, and park rangers who train our attention to the wonders of the world you have made. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural voters and urban voters, young and old—as we share in another national election. Kindle hearts eager to understand our common needs and seek our common good. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Lord of every blessing, your Son's blessing came to those living with poverty, grief, hunger, thirst, and persecution. Shape our vision of the saints to match his own. Awaken in us your call to serve all who suffer. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
P
Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name and gathered to yourself. Comfort us as we grieve those who have died in the past year.  In faith, may we join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
God of healing, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk.  Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
God, our peace and our strength, guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always.  Hear us, O God.

L
Your mercy is great.

P
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.

L
Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P
There is a place for you at the banquet.  Come and feast at Jesus' table.

BLESSING

P
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.

L
Amen.

DISMISSAL

P
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

L
Thanks be to God.

Communion Distribution (Please come forward to receive your communion bread and wine/fruit of the vine. Then please exit the church by either the door by the elevator or by the conference room.)
POSTLUDE
As you consume your Communion at home, please pray:

Especially in the times in which we are living, we seek the peace of God, through Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Let us pray: O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance.  Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.  Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.  All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.
(ELCA prayer)

Seek forgiveness with the words from 1John 9: if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins & to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Bless us, forgive us and keep us, we pray.

Pray for all in need: those that are ill, those that are grieving, those caring for others, those hungry and homeless, those in need of Christ’s peace and love.

From your heart, pray the Our Father.

Consume the bread and the cup of the fruit of the Vine, knowing they were blessed and offered to you: “The Body of Christ, given for you.”  Fruit of the vine: “The Blood of Christ, shed for you.”

In Thanksgiving be blessed: May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV

Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Flowers: 
both bouquets are given by Joan Tschirki for Amanda.
THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider:
Pastor Lisa Rotchford

Worship Leader:
Jerry Brady
Greeter:
Maria Swift

Ushers:
Dee Sessa

Additional Task Force Members: Beverly Anderson, Margo Geesing, Carl Keene, Carmen Leslie, Sylvia Makus, Kay Pushman, Anne Walshe

Financial Team:
Flo Nesland and Alma Zamzow

NEXT WEEK
8:45 a.m. – NEW Communion Worship Service Outside

(Side Chapel by office door)

9:30 a.m. – Communion Worship Service Outside

(Side Chapel by office door)

10:30 a.m. – Communion Worship Service Inside
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Kathy, Wendy, Beverly, Dena, Nancy, Evelyn, Shirlene, Jerry, Dondi, Carol, Mickey, Evelyn, Christa, Patti, Alice, Terry, Barbara, Cedric, Lynda, Lucy, Karen, Raymond, Bernice, Richard, Al, Brian, Shirley, Carl, Jessica, George, Rose, Ken, Sandra, Julia, Carmen, Betty, Nancy, Phyllis, Sue, Sylvia, Dorothea, Gilbert, Lavona, Florence, Erich, Leslie, Linda, Veronica, Jim, Kay, Violet, Shirley, Linda, Ron, Lisa, Barbara, Violet, Joan, Edith, Jann, Anita, Evelyn, Nelda, Maria, Tee, Juanita, Joan, Linda, Dee, Bruce, Alma, Martha, Collette, Robert, Chiz, Laura, Jim, Loretta, Ray, Patricia, Betty, William, Betty, Lorna, Linda, M. Teresa, Joan, Mike, Anne, and Lynn

Stewardship Thought

Saints in the Making
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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us” (Hebrews 12:1).

As we think of the faithful saints who have gone before us and who preserved for the Church a true and correct doctrine of the Holy Scriptures, we are encouraged by what they accomplished for the Kingdom of God through their dedicated concern for the mission of the Church.  We, then, are motivated to follow their example and to continue what they have begun, in grateful response to God's love and provision for us.
Prayer:  Our faithful God, You are the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  You are ever faithful.  There is nothing in all of creation that can separate me from Your love in Christ Jesus.  Help me to give You thanks in all circumstances and to remain faithful to You.  Use me to encourage others to give thanks and to remain faithful as well.  Through Christ I pray.  Amen. 


Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!
Announcements
· Welcome to everyone this morning, and especially to our guests and visitors!

· The date of our Annual Meeting Part 1 has been changed to Sunday, November 22, 2020 in the Sanctuary after the 10:30 a.m. Communion Service.

· On Wednesday, November 25, at 11:30 a.m. we will again gather in our Sanctuary to worship, thank, and praise our God for all His gifts.  We will also have pre-packaged Slider Turkey Sandwiches and sides for you to take home to enjoy!  We need to pre-order them, so you will have to call the Church office at (562) 598-8697 to make a reservation.  Because the cost will necessarily have increased for the packaging, we will ask for a freewill offering this year to cover the cost of the sliders.

· If you have a non-perishable food item (or 2) on your shelf that you’d like to share with a hungry neighbor in need, we will be collecting food for the neediest in Orange County.  Our food cart will be out front of the church on Sunday mornings to collect your food (or cash) donations, and will be taken to Lutheran Social Services’ shelves that feed the increasing number of hungry people as this pandemic continues.

· If you wish to support ELCA Disaster Response with a gift during this season of Fires, Hurricanes and the Pandemic, you may write a check to Redeemer, write “Wildfire Relief”, “Hurricane Relief, or “Covid-19 Relief” on the memo line and place it in the regular offering.  It will be forwarded to ELCA Relief.  Thank you.

· Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones.

· Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!
· A website which features the congregation’s monthly newsletter can be accessed at www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com

