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REFORMATION SUNDAY
Celebration, Worship, and Communion Service

OCTOBER 25, 2020
Welcome home!  Whether we are inside or outside of our Sanctuary, we are grateful to God for the opportunity to be at the House of the Lord!  While we are allowed back inside, we must follow rules that minimize everyone’s risk and keep us all safer.

At all times, please: 

* Remember that the responses from the congregation are non-verbal.
* Maintain a social distance of at least 6 feet.

* Keep your required mask covering your nose and mouth at all times.

* Temperatures must be taken at the front door and anyone with over 100 degrees will be asked to return home, be tested and self-quarantine.

* Hand sanitizer is readily available at the front and back doors.

* Plastic gloves are available in the entryway if you wish to use them.

* Use the front door for entering and the doors on either side of the altar for exiting.

* As you leave, you’re are invited to pick up communion.

* Offering plates are at the doors for your gifts to the Church; we will not be passing the plate.

* Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!

To minimize the spread of infection, we have been asked by our Bishop to refrain from singing and congregational responses.  Therefore, we will be led in prayer by the worship leader (signified by the “L” in the bulletin) who will respond for the entire congregation throughout our 30-minute service.

PRELUDE AND GATHERING HYMN
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

played by organist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING
Pastor
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P
Faithful God,

Leader
have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God's work in the world.

L
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God's grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

The First Lesson is from Jeremiah chapter 31 verses 31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The Word of the Lord.

PSALM: Psalm 46
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)

1God is our refuge and strength,


a very present help in trouble.

2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,


and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

3though its waters rage and foam,


and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,


the holy habitation of the Most High.

5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;

God shall help it at the break of day.

6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;


God speaks, and the earth melts away.

7The LORD of hosts is with us;


the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,


what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;


who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 


and burns the shields with fire.

10"Be still, then, and know that I am God;


I will be exalted among the nations;


I will be exalted in the earth."

11The LORD of hosts is with us;


the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

The Second Lesson is from Romans chapter 3 verses 19-28
Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ's death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
The Word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(Congregation stands; Organ plays): 
Alleluia

The Gospel Lesson is from John chapter 8 verses 31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?" 34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed."

The Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON
Pastor Lisa
“How the Reformation Sets Our Faith Free.”
THE NICENE CREED

L
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L
With confidence in God's grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

P
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm's way. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
P
Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. In your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
God of healing, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk.
L
hear our prayer.

P
God, our peace and our strength, guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always.

L
hear our prayer.

P
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

L
Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

BLESSING

P
God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

L
Amen.
DISMISSAL

P
Go in peace. Remember the poor.

L
Thanks be to God.

Communion Distribution (Please come forward to receive your communion bread and wine/fruit of the vine. Then please exit the church by either the door by the elevator or by the conference room.)
POSTLUDE
As you consume your Communion at home, please pray:

Especially in the times in which we are living, we seek the peace of God, through Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Let us pray: O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance.  Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.  Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.  All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.
(ELCA prayer)

Seek forgiveness with the words from 1John 9: if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins & to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Bless us, forgive us and keep us, we pray.

Pray for all in need: those that are ill, those that are grieving, those caring for others, those hungry and homeless, those in need of Christ’s peace and love.

From your heart, pray the Our Father.

Consume the bread and the cup of the fruit of the Vine, knowing they were blessed and offered to you: “The Body of Christ, given for you.”  Fruit of the vine: “The Blood of Christ, shed for you.”

In Thanksgiving be blessed: May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV

Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Laura Dickey
Flowers: 
both bouquets of flowers are given by Betty Hobbs to the glory of God and in honor of my son Jeffrey’s 75th birthday!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider:
Pastor Lisa Rotchford

Worship Leader:
Pastor Lynda Elmer
Greeter:
Maria Swift

Ushers:
Dee Sessa

Additional Task Force Members: Beverly Anderson, Margo Geesing, Carl Keene, Carmen Leslie, Sylvia Makus, Kay Pushman, Anne Walshe

Financial Team:
Flo Nesland and Alma Zamzow

NEXT WEEK
All Saints’ Sunday

8:45 a.m. – NEW Communion Worship Service Outside

(Side Chapel by office door)

9:30 a.m. – Communion Worship Service Outside

(Side Chapel by office door)

10:30 a.m. – Communion Worship Service Inside
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Kathy, Wendy, Beverly, Dena, Nancy, Evelyn, Shirlene, Jerry, Dondi, Carol, Mickey, Evelyn, Christa, Patti, Alice, Terry, Barbara, Cedric, Lynda, Lucy, Karen, Raymond, Bernice, Richard, Al, Brian, Shirley, Carl, Jessica, George, Rose, Ken, Sandra, Julia, Carmen, Betty, Nancy, Phyllis, Sue, Sylvia, Dorothea, Gilbert, Lavona, Florence, Erich, Leslie, Linda, Veronica, Jim, Kay, Violet, Shirley, Linda, Ron, Lisa, Barbara, Violet, Joan, Edith, Jann, Anita, Evelyn, Nelda, Maria, Tee, Juanita, Joan, Linda, Dee, Bruce, Alma, Martha, Collette, Robert, Chiz, Laura, Jim, Loretta, Ray, Patricia, Betty, William, Betty, Lorna, Linda, M. Teresa, Joan, Mike, Anne, and Lynn

Stewardship Thought

Gifts from God
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God calls each of us to give.  In 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 we read, “Now He Who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”  These verses tell us that God will not only meet our needs but will provide even more than we need.  God does not limit His gifts to His people but rather provides abundantly.  God blesses His people with blessings that may or may not be material in nature.  If God chooses to bless us financially, He is putting us in a position to be even more generous.  The more we give, the more we can receive so we will be able to keep on giving, thus bringing thanksgiving to God.

Prayer:  Oh, Lord God, truly You are mighty and powerful – yet You care for me!  You created the world and all that is in it – and You created me!  I sin against You, but You forgive, redeem, and restore me to Yourself.  In fact, You came to me when I most needed You – when I was “dead in my transgressions and sins” – and You became like me so that I will one day be like You!  Thank You, dear Jesus.  Let Your Holy Spirit continue His work of sanctification in me that I may serve and praise and worship You all the days of my life.  Through Christ I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!
Announcements
· Welcome to everyone this morning, and especially to our guests and visitors!

· The date of our Annual Meeting Part 1 has been changed to Sunday, November 22, 2020 in the Sanctuary after the 10:30 a.m. Communion Service.

· If you have a non-perishable food item (or 2) on your shelf that you’d like to share with a hungry neighbor in need, we will be collecting food for the neediest in Orange County.  Our food cart will be out front of the church on Sunday mornings to collect your food (or cash) donations, and will be taken to Lutheran Social Services’ shelves that feed the increasing number of hungry people as this pandemic continues.

· If you wish to support ELCA Disaster Response with a gift during this season of Fires, Hurricanes and the Pandemic, you may write a check to Redeemer, write “Wildfire Relief”, “Hurricane Relief, or “Covid-19 Relief” on the memo line and place it in the regular offering.  It will be forwarded to ELCA Relief.  Thank you.

· A website which features the congregation’s monthly newsletter can be accessed at www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com

· Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones.

· Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!

