Announcements
· Welcome to everyone this morning, and especially to our guests and visitors!

· If you have a non-perishable food item (or 2) on your shelf that you’d like to share with a hungry neighbor in need, we will be collecting food for the neediest in Orange County.  Our food cart will be out front of the church on Sunday mornings to collect your food (or cash) donations, and will be taken to Lutheran Social Services’ shelves that feed the increasing number of hungry people as this pandemic continues.

· If you wish to support ELCA Disaster Response with a gift, you may write a check to Redeemer, write “Hurricane” (specifically for Hurricane Harvey and/or Irma) or “Disaster” (for general response) on the memo line and on the envelope and place it in the regular offering.

· A website which features the congregation’s monthly newsletter can be accessed at www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com

· Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones.
· Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!


Redeemer Lutheran Church
Of Leisure World
13564 St. Andrews Drive
Seal Beach, CA 90740
(562) 598-8697
e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net
website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
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18th Sunday after Pentecost
Celebration, Worship, and Communion Service

OCTOBER 4, 2020
Welcome home!  Whether we are inside or outside of our Sanctuary, we are grateful to God for the opportunity to be at the House of the Lord!  While we are allowed back inside, we must follow rules that minimize everyone’s risk and keep us all safer.
At all times, please: 

* Maintain a social distance of at least 6 feet.
* Keep your required mask covering your nose and mouth at all times.

* Temperatures must be taken at the front door and anyone with over 100 degrees will be asked to return home, be tested and self-quarantine.

* Hand sanitizer is readily available at the front and back doors.

* As you leave, you’re are invited to pick up communion with your gloved hand at the altar rail — plastic gloves are at the end of every pew.

* Use the front door for entering and the doors on either side of the altar for exiting.

* Offering plates are at the doors for your gifts to the Church; we will not be passing the plate.

* Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!

To minimize the spread of infection, we have been asked by our Bishop to refrain from singing and congregational responses.  Therefore, we will be led in prayer by the worship leader (signified by the “L” in the bulletin) who will respond for the entire congregation throughout our 30-minute service.


Stewardship Thought

Finding Contentment

[image: image2.wmf]Our obsession with money can interfere with a relationship with Christ.  Our challenge is to keep money in its proper perspective and learn to be content.  With contentment, the poor man is rich and without it, the rich man is poor.  There are two ways we can strive to have enough.  We can try to accumulate more, or we can learn to be satisfied with less.  If we pursue the first way, accumulating more, we will discover that money won’t buy lasting satisfaction, because, as we read in Ecclesiastes 5:10, more is never enough.  As hard as it is, we need to curb our desire for more by concentrating on the blessings we do have.  Being satisfied with less and using what we have in God-pleasing ways contributes to our contentment.  Those who have less and are content are better off than those who have much and always want more.  God’s wisdom is found in the words of Jesus “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).

Prayer:  Good and gracious Heavenly Father, You are the creator and owner of all things.  I am privileged that You have granted me the opportunity to be a steward of Your creation.  I know that by nature that I am selfish and greedy.  Help me to be thankful and content with all that You have entrusted to me.  Grant me faith to be a God-pleasing steward.  In Christ’s name I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!
REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Kathy, Wendy, Beverly, Dena, Nancy, Evelyn, Shirlene, Jerry, Dondi, Carol, Mickey, Evelyn, Christa, Patti, Alice, Terry, Barbara, Cedric, Lynda, Lucy, Karen, Raymond, Bernice, Richard, Al, Brian, Shirley, Carl, Jessica, George, Rose, Ken, Sandra, Julia, Carmen, Betty, Nancy, Phyllis, Sue, Sylvia, Dorothea, Gilbert, Lavona, Florence, Erich, Leslie, Linda, Veronica, Jim, Kay, Violet, Shirley, Linda, Ron, Lisa, Barbara, Violet, Joan, Edith, Jann, Anita, Evelyn, Nelda, Maria, Tee, Juanita, Joan, Linda, Dee, Bruce, Alma, Martha, Collette, Robert, Chiz, Laura, Jim, Loretta, Ray, Patricia, Betty, William, Betty, Lorna, Linda, M. Teresa, Joan, Mike, Anne


PRELUDE AND GATHERING HYMN played by organist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING
Pastor
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P
Faithful God,

Leader
have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God's work in the world.

L
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

INTRODUCTION
In today's gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets' mission, and Christ's death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God's love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ's sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.
The First Lesson is from Genesis chapter 1 verses 20-27; 31
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth … God Said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of the heavens.’  God then created the great sea-beasts and all living creatures that move and swarm in the water, according to their various kinds, and every kind of bird; and God saw that it was good.  God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and increase; fill the water of the sea, and let the birds increase on the land.’  Evening came, and morning came, the fifth day.

God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures, according to their various kinds: cattle, creeping things, and wild animals, all according to their various kinds.’  So it was; God made wild animals, cattle, and every creeping thing, all according to their various kinds; and he saw that it was good.  Then God said, ‘Let us make human beings in our image, after our likeness, to have dominion over the fish in the sea, the birds of the air, the cattle, all wild animals on land, and everything that creeps on the earth.’  God created human beings in his own image; in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.…and God saw all that God made, and it was very good.  Evening came, and morning came, the sixth day.

The Word of the Lord.
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NEXT WEEK
Next Sunday: 9:30 a.m. – Communion Worship Service Outside
(Side Chapel by office door)
10:30 a.m. Communion Worship Service Inside
As you consume your Communion at home, please pray:

Especially in the times in which we are living, we seek the peace of God, through Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Let us pray: O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance.  Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.  Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.  All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.
(ELCA prayer)

Seek forgiveness with the words from 1John 9: if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins & to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Bless us, forgive us and keep us, we pray.

Pray for all in need: those that are ill, those that are grieving, those caring for others, those hungry and homeless, those in need of Christ’s peace and love.

From your heart, pray the Our Father.

Consume the bread and the cup of the fruit of the Vine, knowing they were blessed and offered to you: “The Body of Christ, given for you.”  Fruit of the vine: “The Blood of Christ, shed for you.”
In Thanksgiving be blessed: May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.

Psalm 148

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord from the heavens,

praise him in the heights!

2 Praise him, all his angels,

praise him, all his host!

3 Praise him, sun and moon,
praise him, all you shining stars!

4 Praise him, you highest heavens,

and you waters above the heavens!

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord!

For he commanded and they were created.

6 And he established them for ever and ever;

he fixed their bounds which cannot be passed.[a]

7 Praise the Lord from the earth,

you sea monsters and all deeps,

8 fire and hail, snow and frost,

stormy wind fulfilling his command!

9 Mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars!

10 Beasts and all cattle,

creeping things and flying birds!

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the earth!

12 Young men and maidens together,

old men and children!

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,

for his name alone is exalted;

his glory is above earth and heaven.

14 He has raised up a horn for his people,

praise for all his saints,

for the people of Israel who are near to him.

Praise the Lord!
The Second Lesson is from Philippians chapter 3 verses 4-14
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ's resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.
Paul writes:4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

BLESSING

P
God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

L
Amen.
DISMISSAL

P
Go in peace. Remember the poor.

L
Thanks be to God.

Communion Distribution (Please come forward to receive your communion bread and wine/fruit of the vine. Then please exit the church by either the door by the elevator or by the conference room.)
POSTLUDE
P
Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May our chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

L
Amen.

St. Francis’ Blessing of the Animals
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

P
Let us pray.  Holy God, we thank you for the gift of life. Recalling Francis who celebrated your love for all creation, today we embrace our connectedness to all: to wind, sea, and sky; to earthworm, giraffe, and chicken; to fish and puppy, to cats of the jungle and in our homes. Deepen our care for all that lives; in the name of Jesus, our teacher, savior, and friend.  Amen.
Blessing of Animals
P
Holy God, we thank you for the gift of animal's name in the life of person's name.  Through this animal you have brought many blessings.  Today we pause to name our gratitude, and to pray a blessing on animal's name.  For the companionship of our pets we say thanks.  Bless this animal's life in our care; may they know love through all their days.  Amen.
P
Gracious and loving God, you place all living things into the care of humankind.  We pray that companionship with household pets will deepen our care for animals everywhere.  Help us to balance our needs with theirs, and lead us in ways of life together that will be sustainable for all.  We pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(Congregation stands; Organ plays)
Alleluia

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 21 verses 33-46
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.
Jesus said to the people: 33"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 41They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time." 42Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'? 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
The Gospel of the Lord.
SERMON
“The 5th and the 6th Day”
Pastor Lisa

THE NICENE CREED
L
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L
With confidence in God's grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

P
Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.
P
Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your creation. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those who are struggling today (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

P
We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and a future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy,

L
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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