Announcements
· Welcome to everyone this morning, and especially to our guests and visitors!

· If you wish to support ELCA Disaster Response with a gift, you may write a check to Redeemer, write “Hurricane” (specifically for Hurricane Harvey and/or Irma) or “Disaster” (for general response) on the memo line and on the envelope and place it in the regular offering.

· September is the time the national Lutheran Church encourages us to take on outreach projects that benefit the wider community and God’s kingdom under the moniker “God’s Work.  Our Hands”.  Given that we must remain socially distanced and limit the time we interact, our annual food donation drive will not just be on one big Sunday but quickly receiving food contributions on all the Sundays of September.  If you have a non-perishable food item (or 2) on your shelf that you’d like to share with a hungry neighbor in need, we will be collecting food for the neediest in Orange County.  Our barrels out front of the church on Sunday mornings will collect your food (or cash) donations, and will be taken to Lutheran Social Services’ shelves that feed the increasing number of hungry people as this pandemic continues.

· A website which features the congregation’s monthly newsletter can be accessed at www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
· Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones.
· Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!
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“Holy Cross and WELCOME HOME”

Celebration, Worship, and Communion Service

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
Welcome home!  Whether we are inside or outside of our sanctuary, we are grateful to God for opportunity to be at the House of the Lord!  In celebration of our church family being able to be under one roof today, let us celebrate Holy Cross Day and, wearing liturgical red, pray our county stays on the “red” level (or better) so we may continue under our Lord’s roof.  While we are allowed back inside, we must follow rules that minimize risk and keep us all safe.
At all times, please: 

* Maintain a social distance of at least 6 feet.
* Keep your required mask covering your nose and mouth.

* Temperatures must be taken at the front door and anyone with over 100 degrees will be asked to return home, be tested and self-quarantine.

* Hand sanitizer is readily available at the front and back doors.

* As you leave, you’re are invited to pick up communion with your gloved hand at the altar rail — plastic gloves are at the end of every pew.

* Use the front door for entering and the doors on either side of the altar for exiting.
* Offering plates are at the doors for your gifts to the Church; we will not be passing the plate.

* Please fill out the attendance form next to your towel and place it back there so we can complete tracing requirements.  We will pick them up after the service.  Please leave them there.  Thank you!

To minimize the spread of infection, we have been asked by our Bishop to refrain from singing and congregational responses.  Therefore, we will be led in prayer by the worship leader (signified by the “L” in the bulletin) who will respond for the entire congregation throughout our 30-minute service.


REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Kathy, Wendy, Beverly, Dena, Nancy, Evelyn, Shirlene, Jerry, Dondi, Carol, Mickey, Evelyn, Christa, Patti, Alice, Terry, Barbara, Cedric, Lynda, Lucy, Karen, Raymond, Bernice, Richard, Al, Brian, Shirley, Carl, Jessica, George, Rose, Ken, Sandra, Julia, Carmen, Betty, Nancy, Phyllis, Sue, Sylvia, Dorothea, Gilbert, Lavona, Florence, Erich, Leslie, Linda, Veronica, Jim, Kay, Violet, Shirley, Linda, Ron, Lisa, Barbara, Violet, Joan, Edith, Jann, Anita, Evelyn, Nelda, Maria, Tee, Juanita, Joan, Linda, Dee, Bruce, Alma, Martha, Collette, Robert, Chiz, Laura, Jim, Loretta, Ray, Patricia, Betty, William, Betty, Lorna, Linda, M. Teresa, Joan, Mike, Anne

Stewardship Thought

What Is Your Priority?

Faith empowers us to give generously.  What we do with the money in our checkbooks is a reflection of the condition of our hearts.  Our willingness to give is an indicator of where the priorities in our lives are.  Tithing (giving 10 percent) is a statement of faith.  If our hearts are filled with the love of Christ, His love will be visible in what we do and give.  As Christians today, we are motivated for stewardship by the gift of God's grace through His Son.  Our giving can have no greater foundation than the Gospel of forgiveness.

Prayer: Dear Lord, You entrust me with financial treasures so I can use them not only to provide for my own needs but to use them to serve those who are in need.  Grant me faith to share willingly, cheerfully, and generously the gifts You’ve entrusted to me with others.  In Christ’s name I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider:
Pastor Lisa Rotchford
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Next Sunday: 9:30 - 10:15 “Pick Up” Communion Outside
10:30 a.m. Worship Service Inside
God’s Works.  Our Hands. Food Collection

(ongoing throughout the month of September.  Food will be donated to Lutheran Social Services, Orange County)

PRELUDE and GATHERING HYMN played by organist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING
Pastor
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

Confession and Forgiveness
P
Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Leader
Source of all life, we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.  We fear that we are not good enough.  We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it.  We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward.  Forgive us. Stir us.  Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.  Amen.

P
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the world.  Our sins are forgiven, + God's love is unconditional, and we are raised up as God's people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L
Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that He might bear the sins of the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant that we who glory in His death for our redemption may faithfully heed His call to bear the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
First Reading: Isaiah 45:21-25
Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the Lord? There is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is no one besides me. 22Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. 23By myself I have sworn, from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness a word that shall not return: “To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” 24Only in the Lord, it shall be said of me, are righteousness and strength; all who were incensed against him shall come to him and be ashamed. 25In the Lord all the offspring of Israel shall triumph and glory.
Psalm 78:1-2, 34-35
1 My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth.

2 I will open my mouth with a parable;

I will utter hidden things, things from of old—

34 Whenever God slew them, they would seek him;

they eagerly turned to him again.

35 They remembered that God was their Rock,

that God Most High was their Redeemer.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.


As you consume your Communion at home, please pray:
Especially in the times in which we are living, we seek the peace of God, through Christ by the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray: O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance.  Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.  Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.  All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.
(ELCA prayer)

Seek forgiveness with the words from 1John 9: if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins & to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Bless us, forgive us and keep us, we pray.

Pray for all in need: those that are ill, those that are grieving, those caring for others, those hungry and homeless, those in need of Christ’s peace and love.
From your heart, pray the Our Father.

Consume the bread and the cup of the fruit of the Vine, knowing they were blessed and offered to you: “The Body of Christ, given for you.”  Fruit of the vine: “The Blood of Christ, shed for you.”
In Thanksgiving be blessed: May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.

Blessing
P
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

L
Amen.

P
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

L
Thanks be to God.

Communion Distribution (Please come forward to receive your communion bread and wine/fruit of the vine. Then please exit the church by either the door by the elevator or by the conference room.)
POSTLUDE

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(Congregation stands; Organ plays)
Alleluia
Gospel Reading: John 3:13-17
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

SERMON
The Resurrected Cross
Pastor Lisa
THE NICENE CREED
L
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.


THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L
Let us pray to the Father through his Son, who suffered on the cross for the world’s redemption. Fill with your Spirit Christ’s broken body, the Church. Give to Christian people everywhere a deep longing to take up the cross and to understand its mysterious glory. By the Savior’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.
Bless those who worship you in this church today.   In the preaching of the word and the celebration of the sacraments, draw your people close to you. By the Savior’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.
Give your grace to those who preach your word to the nations. Help us to witness to the faith we have received by our words and in our deeds, and daily conform us more and more to Christ, that we may glory in his cross. By the Savior’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.
Look in your mercy upon the world you loved so much that you sent your Son to suffer and to die. Strengthen those who work to share the reconciliation won at such a cost upon the cross. Bless all those who bear the cross of Christ alongside us in the world. In our work together, build in us the unity for which our Lord prayed. By the Savior’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.
Bring healing by the wounds of Christ to all who are weighed down by pain, suffering, or injustice. Help the lonely and the betrayed, the suffering and the dying, to find strength in the companionship of Jesus, and in his passion to know their salvation. By the Savior’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.
Welcome into paradise all who have left this world and abide this day with you in paradise.  According to your promises, bring them with all your saints to share in the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection. By the Savior’s cross and passion, Lord, save us and help us.
P
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy immortal one, have mercy on us and hear our prayers.

