Announcements
· It’s great having you worshiping with us today.  A special welcome to guests and visitors!  Following the service, we will have a brief Annual Meeting here in the Sanctuary, then everyone is invited for coffee/tea and a sweet celebration in the conference room.  It can be reached by the outside ramp or stairway behind the conference room.  Please ask the ushers if you need directions or assistance.

· TODAY, February 9th our very brief Part 2 of our Annual Meeting will immediately follow our worship here in the sanctuary.  Distribution of our updated roster, our annual reports and election of our Assembly delegates will occur.
· On February 16 we WILL have our usual 10:30 a.m. Service; it will be a Worship Service (not Holy Communion).  Presider will be Pastor Lynda Elmer and our Preacher for that morning will be Pastor Gil Moore.

· Everyone is invited to Pastor Lisa’s Installation on February 16 at 3:00 p.m. which will include Holy Communion.  It will be followed by a reception with refreshments in the fellowship hall.

· Pastor Lynda's Bible Class continues their study of the Book of Proverbs with Chapter 16 on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is invited to join us in the conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.  Bibles are available to borrow if needed.

· Come, join us EVERY Wednesday for our Wednesday Holy Communion and Prayers Service at 11:30 a.m.!

· If you wish to receive a copy of your 2019 giving, please call the office and leave a message.  If you requested one, you should have received it, if not, please let us know!
· Remember to fill out your sealed pledge for the 2020 year and return it in the offering plate or by mail.

· Our Respite Care meets on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please contact Respite Care for information on registration and volunteering at (562) 596-1209.  They will not be meeting at Redeemer until the re-construction is finished.  They are meeting at Grace Lutheran in Huntington Beach.


Redeemer Lutheran Church
Of Leisure World

13564 St. Andrews Drive

Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 598-8697

e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net
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“You are the salt of the earth,… You are the light of the world.”
WORSHIP SERVICE

FEBRUARY 9, 2020
5TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
WORSHIP Service

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

“Word of God, Come Down to Earth”

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
God’s Perfect Gift

[image: image4.wmf]During February we’ll be celebrating Valentine’s Day.  This is a big occasion for card companies like Hallmark.  Hallmark’s slogan is, “When you care enough to send the best, send a Hallmark.”  God cared enough to send His best, but it wasn’t just a card or even a messenger.  Motivated by love for us, He sent His Son, not only the best, but the perfect gift (John 3:16).  Let us seek to emulate God’s love by giving our very best.

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, I thank You that Your love is so great that You have withheld nothing.  I thank You for the most indescribable gift, the gift of Your Son Who lived the perfect life and died and rose again so we can live as forgiven and redeemed people.  In response to Your goodness, I return to You the gifts You’ve given me and offer You the praise that belongs to You.  Help me to serve You by serving others.  Through Christ, Who came not to be served but to serve, I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!


Last Sunday’s Attendance: 64
Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Dena Anderson, Nancy Anderson, Evelyn Benedix, Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Barbara Dykman, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Karen Ford, Dick and Sarah Gould, Ken Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Barbara Schuyler, Anita Smart, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Lupe, Stephen, Constance (from Rehab), Jesus and Cindy, Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Kyle Belanger, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Reigee De Leon, David Dokter, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Maggie Fitzpatrick, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltiney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Ryan Lloyd, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Bill Montague, Lisa and Stephan Nicholson, Ariel Perea, Teresa Rodriguez, Collette Rotchford-Golden, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Margaret Unique, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, Nicole Young McNall, and Bryce Young.
We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

((((((((((((((((((((((
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.


GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C
God who searches us and knows us, you have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our way.  We have not been just in our dealings with others.  We have chosen revenge over mercy.  We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you.  With what shall we come before you?  Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

P
Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.  Receive the promise of baptism: You are God's child; + your sins are forgiven.  Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.

C
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

THE LESSONS

First Lesson
Isaiah 58:1-12
Second Lesson
1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Gospel Lesson
Matthew 5:13-20
INTRODUCTION
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ.
The First Lesson is from Isaiah chapter 58 verses 1-12
1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3"Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before 


((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, phone is (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: Wendy Alfageme in Memory of My Grandson, Rafael.
Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Pastor Lisa Rotchford; Acolyte: Shirlene Bradrick; Greeters: Evelyn Stephens; Ushers: Maria Swift; Reader: Cedric Elmer; Prayer Leader: Nancy Luebben; Financial Team: Wendy Alfageme, Rose Kroll, and Flo Nesland; and our Hospitality Host and Altar Guild.
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER

Today
Annual Meeting Part 2 directly following Service


Coffee Fellowship in Hall

Tues.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours


4:00 p.m. – InterFaith Council Meeting
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE
Wed.
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – Bible Study


11:30 a.m. – Holy Communion and Prayer Service

Thurs.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours


10:00 a.m. – SBHRC
Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Pastor Lynda Elmer Presiding; Pastor Gil Moore Preaching

Coffee Fellowship
3:00 p.m. – Installation of Pastor Lisa Rotchford and Holy Communion
Reception to follow
DISMISSAL

Congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained-glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages the congregation to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Go in peace. Let your light shine.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((

you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

The Second Lesson is from 1 Corinthians chapter 2 verses 1-16
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God's wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him"—10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God's except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 13And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to 
those who are spiritual. 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God's Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else's scrutiny. 16"For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION


(Congregation stands and sings “Alleluia” following the Second Lesson and after the Gospel Lesson)

SENDING HYMN

“Rise, Shine, You People”
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader
Hear us, O God.

C
Your mercy is great.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P
May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you united in mind and purpose.  And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you always.

C
Amen.


The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 5 verses 13-20
Jesus said: 13"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 14You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven."

SERMON
“Love in the Gospel: Being the Salt and the Light”
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Christ be our Light”


APOSTLES’ CREED

C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING AND TITHES

Choir Anthem

“Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”

Offertory Response

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
OFFERTORY PRAYER
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