Announcements
· It’s great having you worshiping with us today.  A special welcome to guests and visitors!
· Thank you to Pastor Lynda Elmer for Presiding and Pastor Gil Moore for Preaching today.

· Today, February 16, everyone is invited to Pastor Lisa’s Installation at 3:00 p.m. which will include Holy Communion.  It will be followed by a reception with refreshments in the fellowship hall.

· Pastor Lynda's Bible Class continues their study of the Book of Proverbs with Chapter 16 on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is invited to join us in the conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.  Bibles are available to borrow if needed.

· Ash Wednesday is February 26.  Our Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion Service will be at 11:30 a.m. (our usual Wednesday service time).
· We will be having a Fundraiser (20%) at California Pizza Kitchen on Wednesday, February 26.  It is all day long and for eat-in or take-out.  YOU MUST HAVE A FLYER (available on the table in the entryway) for us to get credit for what you buy.
· Wednesday, March 4 will be out first Lenten Devotion and Soup Supper at 4:00 p.m.

· Wednesday, March 4 we will be having a Spring Boutique from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.!  Please see Carmen Leslie if you want to have a table.
· Come, join us EVERY Wednesday for our Wednesday Holy Communion and Prayers Service at 11:30 a.m.!

· Our Respite Care meets on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please contact Respite Care for information on registration and volunteering at (562) 596-1209.  They will not be meeting at Redeemer until the re-construction is finished.  They are meeting at Grace Lutheran in Huntington Beach.

· If you wish to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please call the office at (562) 598-8697.  You can always leave a message. 


Redeemer Lutheran Church
Of Leisure World

13564 St. Andrews Drive

Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 598-8697

e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net

website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
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“Let your word be ...”
WORSHIP SERVICE

FEBRUARY 16, 2020
6TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
WORSHIP Service

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

“I Love to Tell the Story”
(Refrain on Page 2)

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
Living an Obedient Life

[image: image3.wmf]In Genesis 22, we read the account of Abraham’s obedience to God. Abraham obeyed God’s calling, even with a most difficult request.  Even though Isaac was the son of his old age, the son he loved, Abraham did not challenge God’s command that he offer his son as a sacrifice.  God tested Abraham, and Abraham proved his faithfulness to Him.  God, of course, proved His trustworthiness to Abraham.  Abraham trusted God’s provisions.  Abraham knew that God was in control and was trustworthy; therefore, he could obey all that God commanded of him.   Do our lives reflect a life of obedience?  Is God the Lord of our lives?  

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for Your faithfulness and Your promise to hear me when I call.  Please grant me the faith that You gave Abraham who through his obedience would have slayed his own son.  Help me to be faithful in following Your will for my life.  Keep me focused on You so I trust and depend on You for all things.  In Christ’s name I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!


Last Sunday’s Attendance: 59
Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Dena Anderson, Nancy Anderson, Evelyn Benedix, Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Patti Drumm, Barbara Dykman, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Karen Ford, Dick and Sarah Gould, Ken Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Barbara Schuyler, Anita Smart, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Lupe, Stephen, Constance (from Rehab), Jesus and Cindy, Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Kyle Belanger, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Reigee De Leon, David Dokter, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Maggie Fitzpatrick, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltiney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Ryan Lloyd, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Bill Montague, Lisa and Stephan Nicholson, Ariel Perea, Teresa Rodriguez, Collette Rotchford-Golden, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Margaret Unique, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, Nicole Young McNall, and Bryce Young.
We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

((((((((((((((((((((((
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.



GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C
God who searches us and knows us, you have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our way.  We have not been just in our dealings with others.  We have chosen revenge over mercy.  We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you.  With what shall we come before you?  Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

P
Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.  Receive the promise of baptism: You are God's child; + your sins are forgiven.  Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.

C
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
THE LESSONS
First Lesson
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Second Lesson
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Gospel Lesson
Matthew 5:21-37
INTRODUCTION
In today's reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and obeying God. Much of today's gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus' instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life for us.

((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, phone is (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: Nancy Luebben in Honor of My Niece, Amy Luebben-Rivera, on Her Valentine Birthday (February 14th).
Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Pastor Lynda Elmer; Preacher: Pastor Gil Moore; Acolyte: Shirlene Bradrick; Greeters: Evelyn Stephens; Ushers: Maria Swift; Reader: Cedric Elmer; Prayer Leader: Nancy Luebben; Financial Team: Wendy Alfageme, Christa Diesslin, and Flo Nesland; and our Hospitality Host and Altar Guild.
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER

Today
Coffee Fellowship in Conference Room 

3:00 p.m. – Installation of pastor Lisa Rotchford and Holy Communion Service – Reception to follow
Tues.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours

NEWSLETTER PRINTED
Wed.
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – Bible Study


11:30 a.m. – Holy Communion and Prayer Service

Thurs.
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Office Hours

Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Mission Moment
Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship
DISMISSAL

Congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained-glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages the congregation to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Go in peace. Let your light shine.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((

The First Lesson is from Deuteronomy chapter 30 verses 15-20
Moses said to the people: 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The Second Lesson is from 1 Corinthians chapter 3 verses 1-9
1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 4For when one says, "I belong to Paul," and another, "I belong to Apollos," are you not merely human? 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God's servants, working together; you are God's field, God's building.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION


(Congregation stands and sings “Alleluia” following the Second Lesson and after the Gospel Lesson)
The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 5 verses 21-37
Jesus said to the disciples: 21"You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 'You shall not murder'; and 'whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.' 22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, 'You fool,' you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 27You have heard that it 

SENDING HYMN

“The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader
Hear us, O God.

C
Your mercy is great.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P
May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you united in mind and purpose.  And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you always.

C
Amen.


 was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 31It was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.' 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 33Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 'You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.' 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be 'Yes, Yes' or 'No, No'; anything more than this comes from the evil one."

SERMON
“A Piety Without Apology”
Pastor Gil Moore
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Blessed Assurance”


APOSTLES’ CREED

C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING AND TITHES

Choir Anthem

“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”

Offertory Response

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
OFFERTORY PRAYER
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