Announcements
· It’s great having you worshiping with us today.  A special welcome to guests and visitors!  Following the service everyone is invited coffee fellowship in the hall downstairs. It can be reached by the outside ramp or stairway behind the conference room.  As our Sanctuary is currently undergoing unplanned renovation, please DO NOT use the elevator.  Please ask the ushers if you need directions or assistance.

· This Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Lynda's Bible Class will study the Book of Proverbs.  Join us in the conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.

· Our second Advent Devotion and Soup Supper will be Wednesday, December 11th at 3:00 p.m.  (Part 3 will continue on December 18.)  “Martin Luther’s Christmas” is the focus of our series.

· Thank you to all who participated and attended our annual Christmas Bazaar and came to our first Advent Soup Supper.
· Attention all bakers: Outreach needs cookies (no nuts) again this year for our members and friends that are not able to join us in worship.  They can be dropped off any Tuesday or Thursday before December 15 (or to church on the 15th).  We will package them during coffee hour on the 15th and meet on Tuesday the 17th at 2:00 p.m. in the conference room to organize the distribution.  All are invited to join us in this outreach.  Additional packages will be available on December 22 for YOU to take to neighbors and friends!  Invite them to our …

· … Christmas DAY Lessons and Carols Service at 10:30 a.m. (usual Worship time).  Everyone is invited: friends, family, neighbors, and strangers!!  Come celebrate our Lord’s Birthday.  A light brunch will follow the service and FREE door prizes (no ticket buying needed!).

· Again, this year we will have our poinsettias to decorate the Sanctuary. Please see the insert on the table in the entryway for more information and cost. They are due by December 15th.

· Our Respite Care meets on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please contact Respite Care for information on registration and volunteering at (562) 596-1209.
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“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.”
WORSHIP SERVICE

DECEMBER 8, 2019
2ND sUNDAY OF aDVENT
WORSHIP Service

PRELUDE
INTROIT
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

“Holy, Holy, Holy”

Stewardship Thought

Advent is Preparation for Christ’s Coming – His Second Coming!  The Baby of Bethlehem Will Come Again, This Time in Glory!
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“At the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in Heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”

(Philippians 2:10-11).

Prayer:  Lord, You are the source of all that I am and have.  Grant me wisdom to acknowledge You as the creator and owner of all things.  Help me to show my gratitude for Who You are and what You’ve done and continue to do for me by living a life that gives You honor and glory.  I pray that others will see Your love through me.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 54
Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Jean Ackerman, Dena Anderson, Evelyn Benedix, Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Barbara Dykman, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Karen Ford, Sarah Gould, Barbara LaBoyteaux, Ken Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Barbara Schuyler, Anita Smart, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, Alma Zamzow, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Lupe, Stephen, Constance (from Rehab), Jesus and Cindy, Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Reigee De Leon, David Dokter, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Maggie Fitzpatrick, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltiney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Ryan Lloyd, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Bill Montague, Lisa and Stephan Nicholson, Ariel Perea, Teresa Rodriguez, Collette Rotchford-Golden, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Margaret Unique, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, Penny Watkins, Nicole Young McNall, and Bryce Young.
We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

((((((((((((((((((((((
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.

GREETING
P
Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the promised gifts of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Let us come before the living God in confession.

Silence is kept for reflection.
C
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open our hearts to you, O God.  Search us and know us.  Reveal all that we keep inside.  To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.  Make us reflections of the radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
P
Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has mercy on all.  Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the river of life.  Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation.  Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, + Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C
Amen.
KYRIE
“Have Mercy on Us, Lord”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.


((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, phone is (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: Leslie Parker in Memory of My Husband, Baruch.
Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!
THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Pastor Lisa Rotchford; Preaching: Jerry Brady; Acolyte: Barbara Schuyler; Greeters: Berny Gerard; Ushers: Maria Swift; Reader: Carol Costello; Prayer Leader: Chris Moore; Financial Team: Wendy Alfageme, Rose Kroll, and Alma Zamzow; and our Hospitality Host and Altar Guild.
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER

Today
Coffee Fellowship in Fellowship Hall

Mon.
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Respite Care
Tues.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Office Hours


9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Respite Care

4:00 p.m. – Interfaith Council Meeting
Wed.
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study


11:30 a.m. – Holy Communion and Prayer Service


3:00 p.m. – Advent Devotional and Soup Supper – “The Shepherds”
Thurs. 
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Office Hours


9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Respite Care

Adopt a Family Gifts Due

Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Communion Service

Cookies Due, Please!

Coffee Fellowship
DISMISSAL
Congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained-glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages the congregation to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Congregation sings verses 1 and 2

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
Second Week of Advent

Use this blessing when lighting the first two candles.
Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people.
As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations.
O people of hope, come, let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.

Congregation sings verses 1 and 2

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”

SENDING HYMN

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
Verses 3 and 4
OFFERTORY PRAYER

BLESSING OF THE INGATHERING FOOD

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader
… Lord, in your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P
May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice.  May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom.  May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways of equity and abundance.  The blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.

C
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

THE LESSONS

First Reading
Isaiah 11:1-10
Second Reading
Romans 15:4-13
Gospel Lesson
Matthew 3:1-12
INTRODUCTION
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases, we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord's table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

The First Lesson is from Isaiah chapter 11 verses 1-10

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.


Offertory Response
“Wait for the Lord”
APOSTLES’ CREED

C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING AND TITHES

Choir ANTHEM

“Blessed Be the God of Israel”


The Second Lesson is from Romans chapter 15 verses 4-13
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; 10and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 11and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; 12and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION


(Congregation stands and sings “Let Your Steadfast Love” following the Second Reading and after the Gospel Reading)

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 3 verses 1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'" 4Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

SERMON
“Bah Humbug”
Jerry Brady

hymn of the day

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
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