Announcements
· It’s great having you worshiping with us today.  A special welcome to guests and visitors!  Following the service everyone is invited coffee fellowship and the celebration of December Birthdays in the hall downstairs. It can be reached by the outside ramp or stairway behind the conference room.  Please ask the ushers if you need directions or assistance.

· Thank you to all who helped make our Advent and Christmas celebrations so wonderful.

· What better way to celebrate the New Year than by welcoming it with our mid-week service at 11:30 a.m. (at our regular Wednesday Service time) on January 1st, 2020?!  Come join us for Worship and Communion and stay for a toast with Martinelli’s as we go out into the New Year, the third decade of the “new” century, to love and serve the Lord! 

· The office will be closed for this week (until January 7).

· Pastor Lynda's Bible Class will not be meeting December 25 nor January 1.  The class will continue their study of the Book of Proverbs on January 8 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is invited to join us in the conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.  Bibles are available to borrow if needed.
· If you wish to receive a copy of your 2019 giving, please call the office and leave a message.  They will be sent by the end of January.

· Annual Reports are due in the office by January 14 for the February 9th Annual Meeting.

· If you wish to add or remove someone from the prayer list, please call the office at (562) 598-8697.  You can always leave a message.

· Our Respite Center meets on Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays at Grace Lutheran during our construction.  Call (562) 596-1209 for information about registration and volunteering.

· A website which features the congregation’s monthly newsletter can be accessed at www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com.


Redeemer Lutheran Church
Of Leisure World

13564 St. Andrews Drive

Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 598-8697

e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net

website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
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“Now after the wise men had left, …”
WORSHIP SERVICE

DECEMBER 29, 2019
1ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP Service

PRELUDE
INTROIT

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSSION MOMENT

GATHERING HYMN

“Joy to The World”

Stewardship Thought

Authority of Scripture
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Jesus affirmed the authority of Scripture.  He said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words will never pass away” (Matthew 24:35).  God wants us to grow in spiritual maturity, and we can’t grow apart from the truth and grace we find in His Word.  Paul scolded the believers in Corinth who hadn’t grown as much as they should have: “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ.  I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.  Indeed, you are still not ready.  You are still worldly.  For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly?  Are you not acting like mere men?” (1 Corinthians 3:1-3).  Paul expected more from those who had listened to the Word of God for a long period of time.  Should God expect more from us as well?

Prayer:  Dear Lord, You Words are a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  I thank You that You speak to me through Your Word.  I know that it is through Your Word that I can begin to understand how much You love me and want to bless me.  Grant me the desire to read and study Your Word daily.  In Jesus’ precious name I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!

Last Sunday’s Attendance: Not Available at Time of Printing
Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Jean Ackerman, Dena Anderson, Evelyn Benedix, Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Barbara Dykman, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Karen Ford, Dick and Sarah Gould, Barbara LaBoyteaux, Ken Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Barbara Schuyler, Anita Smart, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, Alma Zamzow, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Lupe, Stephen, Constance (from Rehab), Jesus and Cindy, Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Reigee De Leon, David Dokter, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Maggie Fitzpatrick, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltiney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Ryan Lloyd, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Bill Montague, Lisa and Stephan Nicholson, Ariel Perea, Teresa Rodriguez, Collette Rotchford-Golden, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Margaret Unique, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, Penny Watkins, Nicole Young McNall, and Bryce Young.
We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

((((((((((((((((((((((
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.

GREETING
P
Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the promised gifts of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, trusting in God's endless mercy and love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C
Merciful God, we confess that we are not perfect.  We have said and done things we regret.  We have tried to earn your redeeming grace, while denying it to others.  We have resisted your call to be your voice in the world.  Forgive us, loving God.  Give us your righteousness, the strength to put aside our failures, and the courage to try again. Amen.

P
Dear people of God, hear the good news: Christ the Savior is born!  You are loved and forgiven in the name of + Jesus, who has come among us.  You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, because God's love is given to you as the most precious gift of all.  Rejoice in this love and share it with the world.

C
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

THE LESSONS

First Lesson
Isaiah 63:7-9

Second Lesson
Hebrews 2:10-18

Gospel Lesson
Matthew 2:13-23

INTRODUCTION
As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the "holy innocents" of past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old.

The First Lesson is from Isaiah chapter 63 verses 7-9
7I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8For he said, "Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely"; and he became their savior 9in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.


((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, phone is (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: See Insert of Poinsettia List.

Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Jerry Brady; Preaching: Karen Merkel; Acolyte: Barbara Schuyler; Greeters: Berny Gerard; Ushers: Maria Swift; Reader: Carol Costello; Prayer Leader: Chris Moore; Financial Team: Christa Diesslin, Rose Kroll, and Alma Zamzow; and our Hospitality Host and Altar Guild.

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER

Today
Birthdays Celebrated at Coffee Fellowship in Hall

Tues.
Office Closed
Wed.
11:30 a.m. – New Year’s Day Worship and Communion Service
Thurs. 
Office Closed
Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Communion Service

Coffee Fellowship
DISMISSAL
Congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained-glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages the congregation to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Christ is born!  Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((

The Second Lesson is from Hebrews chapter 2 verses 10-18
10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, "I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you." 13And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, "Here am I and the children whom God has given me." 14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION


(Congregation stands and sings “Let Your Steadfast Love” following the Second Reading and after the Gospel Reading)

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 2 verses 13-23
13Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18"A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are dead. 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean."

SERMON
“The People Who Missed Christmas”
Karen Merkel

SENDING HYMN

“Go Tell It On The Mountain”
OFFERTORY PRAYER

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader
… Hear us, O God.

C
Your mercy is great.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P
Grace from God's own heart, peace from the + Child in the manger, and strength from the Spirit of life be blessings for you today and forever.

C
Amen.


hymn of the day
“What Child Is This?”
APOSTLES’ CREED

C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING AND TITHES

Choir ANTHEM

“That Boy-Child of Mary”


Offertory Response
“Wait for the Lord”
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