Announcements
· It’s great having you worshiping with us today.  A special welcome to guests and visitors!  Following the service everyone is invited coffee fellowship in the hall downstairs. It can be reached by the outside ramp or stairway behind the conference room.  As our Sanctuary is currently undergoing unplanned renovation, please DO NOT use the elevator.  Please ask the ushers if you need directions or assistance.

· This Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Lynda's Bible Class will study the Book of Proverbs.  Join us in the conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.

· Our last Advent Devotion and Soup Supper will be Wednesday, December 18th at 3:00 p.m.  “Martin Luther’s Christmas” is the focus of our series.

· Thank You all bakers:  We will package them during coffee hour today and meet on Tuesday the 17th at 2:00 p.m. in the conference room to organize the distribution.  All are invited to join us in this outreach.  Additional packages will be available on December 22 for YOU to take to neighbors and friends!  Invite them to our …

· … Christmas DAY Lessons and Carols Service at 10:30 a.m. (usual Worship time).  Everyone is invited: friends, family, neighbors, and strangers!!  Come celebrate our Lord’s Birthday.  A light brunch will follow the service and FREE door prizes (no ticket buying needed!).

· Again, this year we will have our poinsettias to decorate the Sanctuary. Please see the insert on the table in the entryway for more information and cost. They are due TODAY.

· Our Respite Care meets on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please contact Respite Care for information on registration and volunteering at (562) 596-1209.  They will not be meeting at Redeemer until the re-construction is finished.  They are meeting at Grace Lutheran in Huntington Beach.
· Add or remove people from our [image: image2.png]Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune

Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



prayer list by phoning the church, (562) 598-8697, and leave a message.

· A website which features the congregation’s monthly newsletter can be accessed at www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com.


Redeemer Lutheran Church
Of Leisure World

13564 St. Andrews Drive

Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 598-8697

e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net

website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
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“Be patient, therefore, beloved,
until the coming of the Lord.”
COMMUNION SERVICE

DECEMBER 15, 2019
3RD sUNDAY OF aDVENT
COMMUNION Service

PRELUDE
INTROIT
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

“Joy to the World!”

Stewardship Thought

Sharing God’s Light
[image: image4.wmf]Throughout Scripture, God has used light to manifest His glory.  For example, in announcing the birth of Jesus to the shepherds, God used light.  “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified” (Luke 2:8-9).  As the shepherds were tending their flocks in the field, they experienced what few people have actually seen.  They saw the glory of God.  Later, the Magi followed the brightness of the star which brought them to the stable in Bethlehem.  “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:2).  God’s light is in each of us.  As His stewards, we are called to share His light with others.  Without Jesus, there is only darkness.  “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in Me should stay in darkness” (John 12:46).  We are God’s light in a dark world.  Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise Your Father in Heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
Prayer:  Lord, I thank You for Your marvelous light that is a lamp to my feet.  Help me to reflect Your light that is within me to others.  Empower me, Lord, to be a light in this dark world.  Lord, I give You praise and thanks.  In Your name I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 56
Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Jean Ackerman, Dena Anderson, Evelyn Benedix, Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Barbara Dykman, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Karen Ford, Dick and Sarah Gould, Barbara LaBoyteaux, Ken Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Barbara Schuyler, Anita Smart, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, Alma Zamzow, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Lupe, Stephen, Constance (from Rehab), Jesus and Cindy, Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Reigee De Leon, David Dokter, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Maggie Fitzpatrick, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltiney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Ryan Lloyd, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Bill Montague, Lisa and Stephan Nicholson, Ariel Perea, Teresa Rodriguez, Collette Rotchford-Golden, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Margaret Unique, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, Penny Watkins, Nicole Young McNall, and Bryce Young.
We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

((((((((((((((((((((((
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.


GREETING
P
Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the promised gifts of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Let us come before the living God in confession.

Silence is kept for reflection.
C
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open our hearts to you, O God.  Search us and know us.  Reveal all that we keep inside.  To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.  Make us reflections of the radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
P
Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has mercy on all.  Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the river of life.  Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation.  Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, + Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C
Amen.
KYRIE

“Have Mercy on Us, Lord”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.


((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, phone is (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: Maeve and Collette in Memory of Our Grandparents, Monica and Charles Rotchford on the Memorial of their 100th Birthdays.

Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Pastor Lisa Rotchford; Communion Assistant: Jerry Brady; Acolyte: Barbara Schuyler; Greeters: Berny Gerard; Ushers: Maria Swift; Reader: Carol Costello; Prayer Leader: Chris Moore; Financial Team: Wendy Alfageme, Flo Nesland, and Alma Zamzow; and our Hospitality Host and Altar Guild.
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER

Today
Coffee Fellowship in Fellowship Hall
Tues.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Office Hours


2:00 p.m. – Outreach Meeting
Wed.
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study

11:30 a.m. – Holy Communion and Prayer Service


3:00 p.m. – Advent Devotional and Soup Supper – Week 1
POINSETTIAS DELIVERED

Thurs. 
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Office Hours

Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Cookies Distributed
Coffee Fellowship
DISMISSAL

Congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained-glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages the congregation to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

[image: image5.png]


Congregation sings verses 1-3
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
Third Week of Advent
Use this blessing when lighting three candles.
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Words: Taizé Community
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Words and Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) France



Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free.

As we light these candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the great things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus.

O ransomed people of the Lord, come, let us travel on God's holy way and enter into Zion with singing. Amen.

Light three candles.

Congregation sings verses 1-3
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”

SENDING HYMN

“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” (Verses 5 and 6)
(Continued on Page 15)
COMMUNION HYMNS
With One Voice (Blue Book)

The Congregation is invited to sing the hymns during

the Distribution of Communion.

642 – “I Wonder As I Wander”
644 – “Away in a Manger”
730 – “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”
BLESSING

P
May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice.

May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom.

May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways of equity and abundance.

The blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.

C
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

THE LESSONS

First Reading
Isaiah 35:1-10
Second Reading
James 5:7-10
Gospel Lesson
Matthew 11:2-11
INTRODUCTION
A note of joyful expectation marks today's worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God's reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ's advent among us.

The First Lesson is from Isaiah chapter 35 verses 1-10
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Second Lesson is from James chapter 5 verses 7-10
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION


(Congregation stands and sings “Let Your Steadfast Love” following the Second Reading and after the Gospel Reading)


OFFERTORY PRAYER

HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P
Come now with joy to Emmanuel's table.  Feast at the banquet of hope and love.

Communion Distribution (The Congregation is invited to come forward by the ushers to receive Communion.  If you are unable to come to the altar, Communion will be brought to you in the pew.  All baptized and believing Christians are invited to the table.  Anyone with any questions can speak to the Pastor.  The inside circle of glasses contain white grape juice.)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader
… Hear us, O God.

C
Your mercy is great.

OFFERING AND TITHES

CHOIR ANTHEM

“All Earth is Hopeful”

Offertory Response
“Wait for the Lord”

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 11 verses 2-11
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" 4Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he."

SERMON
“Welcome to God’s Manger”

hymn of the day

“Awake!  Awake and Free the New Morn”
(Continued on Page 9)

THE NICENE CREED

C
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

[image: image1.png]



3rd Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2019
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