Announcements
· It’s great having you worshiping with us today.  A special welcome to guests and visitors!  Following the service everyone is invited coffee fellowship in the hall downstairs. It can be reached by the outside ramp, stairway behind the conference room, or the elevator by the organ.  Please ask the ushers if you need directions or assistance.

· This Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Lynda's Bible Class will study the Book of Proverbs.  Join us in the conference room.  No steps!  Come, and bring a friend.

· Our first Advent Devotion and Soup Supper will be Wednesday, December 4th at 3:00 p.m.  (Parts 2 and 3 will continue on December 11 and 18.)  “Martin Luther’s Christmas” is the focus of our series.
· Our annual Holiday Bazaar is THIS Wednesday, December 4, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Come, (make a day of it!): for Bible Study at 10:30, Communion and Prayer Service at 11:30, shop, and join us for our Advent Devotion and Soup Supper at 3:00 p.m.!
· Because it is a short month, due to the Christmas holiday, we will be printing the January newsletter on Thursday, December 10.  Therefore, Articles and Those Who Serve are due to the office THIS Thursday, December 5th.
· Attention all bakers: Outreach needs cookies (no nuts) again this year for our members and friends that are not able to join us in worship.  They can be dropped off any Tuesday or Thursday before December 15 (or to church on the 15th).  We will package them during coffee hour on the 15th and meet on Tuesday the 17th at 2:00 p.m. in the conference room to organize the distribution.  All are invited to join us in this outreach.  Additional packages will be available on December 22 for YOU to take to neighbors and friends!  Invite them to our …
· … Christmas DAY Lessons and Carols Service at 10:30 a.m. (usual Worship time).  Everyone is invited: friends, family, neighbors, and strangers!!  Come celebrate our Lord’s Birthday.  A light brunch will follow the service.
· Again, this year we will have our poinsettias to decorate the Sanctuary. Please see the insert for more information and cost. They are due by December 15th.

· Our Respite Care meets on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please contact Respite Care for information on registration and volunteering at (562) 596-1209.

· Add or remove people from our [image: image2.jpg]"O come let us adore Him."
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prayer list by phoning the church, (562) 598-8697, and leave a message.


Redeemer Lutheran Church
Of Leisure World

13564 St. Andrews Drive

Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 598-8697

e-mail: redeemer_lutheran@verizon.net

website: www.redeemerlutheransealbeach.com
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“Therefore, you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
COMMUNION SERVICE

DECEMBER 1, 2019
1ST sUNDAY OF aDVENT
COMMUNION Service

PRELUDE
INTROIT
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Stewardship Thought

Open the Door of Your Heart
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Words: Taizé Community
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Words and Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) France



It’s December and preparations for Christmas are underway.  Unfortunately, for some, this is a period of great stress, inadequate sleep, and too much busyness.  Is this what Advent is all about?  Jesus said, “Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20).  What a pleasant request!  Shut the door of the world.  Open the door of your heart.  Let the King of Glory come in!  He is the One we honor and proclaim!  He is the One due our allegiance and our service.  Enjoy fellowship with Jesus!   

Prayer:  Lord, thank You for sending Your Son to show me how much You love me.  Help me to respond faithfully to Your love.  Help me to minimize the distractions during my Christmas preparations so that I can focus on You.  In Your name precious name I pray.  Amen.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 51
Guidelines for prayer list:


We are requesting all members (and friends) to please call the church office and leave a message requesting prayer regarding any illnesses, surgeries, procedures, and treatments regarding you, church members, and family members.  Please also notify us when the prayers are no longer needed.  Our pastor is also available after Sunday morning service for personal prayer.  Let her know as you leave services and she will meet you at the altar rail immediately following “the last person out of church”.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Our Members: Jean Ackerman, Dena Anderson, Evelyn Benedix, Dondi Buchrucker, Joan and Russ Cullimore, Beverly Dinning, Patti Drumm, Barbara Dykman, Bob and Helyn Edwards, Lucy Fitch, Sarah Gould, Barbara LaBoyteaux, Ken Lancaster, Nancy Luebben, Karen Merkel, Dorothea Moll, Chris and Lavona Moore, Kathleen Nilsson, Erich Obersteiner, Ronnie Powell, Jim Pushman, Jann Schaffer, Barbara Schuyler, Anita Smart, Pam Smithson, Nelda Sunday, Linda Tracey, Joan Volden, Bruce Young, Alma Zamzow, and Martha Ziegler; 

And Our Family Members and Friends: Lupe, Stephen, Constance (from Rehab), Jesus and Cindy, Tammy Anderson, Laura Arnold, Sally Blevins, Caren Condon, Reigee De Leon, David Dokter, Anna Dow, Michele Dow, Maggie Fitzpatrick, Loretta Gilbert, Julie Guzman, Steve and Jackie Gwaltiney, Dolores and Gordy Jagusch, Joey Jananian, Mary Lanza, Ryan Lloyd, Mary Fran Luebben-Morgan, Betty Mackner, Jessica Mackner, Nancy Maggio, Li-Ann Mankin, Ethan Millerick, Heide Mitchell, Bill Montague, Lisa and Stephan Nicholson, Ariel Perea, Teresa Rodriguez, Collette Rotchford-Golden, Matthew Shaffer, Jack Soyster, Garette Townson, Margaret Unique, Donald Volden, Louise Wagner, Penny Watkins, Nicole Young McNall, and Bryce Young.
We also remember those confined at home, in hospitals, or in nursing homes.  And, always pray for peace. 

((((((((((((((((((((((
Emergency Pastoral Care: Whenever you are in need of emergency pastoral care give Pastor Lisa a phone call (714) 833-7332. Jerry Brady and Margo Geesing (our secretary) also know how to reach Pastor Lisa.

GREETING
P
Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the promised gifts of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Let us come before the living God in confession.

Silence is kept for reflection.
C
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open our hearts to you, O God.  Search us and know us.  Reveal all that we keep inside.  To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.  Make us reflections of the radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
P
Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has mercy on all.  Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the river of life.  Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation.  Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, + Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C
Amen.
KYRIE

“Have Mercy on Us, Lord”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.


((((((((((
Pastor:
Rev. Lisa Rotchford, phone is (714) 833-7332

Organist:
Sharon Heck
Altar Flowers:
are given by: Leslie Parker in Honor of Cloven’s Birthday.

Everyone please, remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.  Please, complete an attendance registration slip (from pew rack) and place it in the offering plate.  Thank you!

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
Presider: Pastor Lisa Rotchford; Communion Assistant: Jerry Brady; Acolyte: Barbara Schuyler; Greeters: Berny Gerard; Ushers: Maria Swift; Reader: Carol Costello; Prayer Leader: Chris Moore; Financial Team: Christa Diesslin, Flo Nesland, and Alma Zamzow; and our Hospitality Host and Altar Guild.
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER

Today
Coffee Fellowship in Fellowship Hall
Mon.
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Respite Care
Tues.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Office Hours


9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Respite Care

Wed.
10:30 a.m. – Bible Study

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. – Holiday Bazaar

11:30 a.m. – Holy Communion and Prayer Service


3:00 p.m. – Advent Devotional and Soup Supper – Week 1
Thurs. 
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Office Hours


9:30 – 3:30 p.m. Respite Care

JANUARY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES AND
THOSE WHO SERVE DUE!!!!

Next Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Jerry Brady Preaching “Bah Humbug”
Food Ingathering
Adopt a Family Ornaments
Coffee Fellowship
DISMISSAL

Congregation is reminded to stand and face the rear of church for the Dismissal at the end of the service.  This gives you an opportunity to view the stained-glass window of the ascending Christ giving a blessing.  And it encourages the congregation to take the blessings of this worship into the week ahead.

P
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Copyright hymns are reprinted under One License.net #A-709132

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Congregation sings verse 1
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

[image: image5.wmf]P
Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning.

As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.

Light the first candle.

Congregation sings verse 1 (again) 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”

SENDING HYMN

“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” (Verses 1 and 2)
COMMUNION HYMNS
Lutheran Book of Worship (Green Book)

The Congregation is invited to sing the hymns during

the Distribution of Communion.

#58 – “Lo, How a Rose is Growing”

#198 – “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
#25 – “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
BLESSING

P
May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice.

May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom.

May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways of equity and abundance.

The blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.

C
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

THE LESSONS

First Reading
Isaiah 2:1-5
Second Reading
Romans 13:11-14
Gospel Lesson
Matthew 24:36-44
INTRODUCTION
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today's readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord's coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

The First Lesson is from Isaiah chapter 2verses 1-5
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

The Second Lesson is from Romans chapter 13verses 11-14
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

(Congregation stands and sings “Let Your Steadfast Love” following the Second Reading and after the Gospel Reading)


OFFERTORY PRAYER

HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P
Come now with joy to Emmanuel's table.  Feast at the banquet of hope and love.

Communion Distribution (The Congregation is invited to come forward by the ushers to receive Communion.  If you are unable to come to the altar, Communion will be brought to you in the pew.  All baptized and believing Christians are invited to the table.  Anyone with any questions can speak to the Pastor.  The inside circle of glasses contain white grape juice.)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader
… Lord, in your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.

OFFERING AND TITHES

CHOIR ANTHEM

“The King of Glory”

Offertory Response
“Wait for the Lord”

The Gospel Lesson is from Matthew chapter 24 verses 36-44
Jesus said to the disciples, 36"About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."

SERMON
“Advent: 24 Days and Ways of Naming Our Lord”

hymn of the day

“My Lord, What a Morning”


THE NICENE CREED

C
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
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1st Sunday of Advent
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